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PEEFACE. 


The G«.zetteer of Goalpara is nothing more than ai: 
general description of the district as a wholoj and does 
not, as Gazetteers, generally do, inclnde a directory. 
There are, howeyer, hardly any places in the district 
which are worthy of the name of town, and the little 
villages in which the people live do not call for a 
separate and detailed desci’iption. Places which are 
centres of local trade or of some industry have been 
specified by name, but to attempt to describe each of 
these villages would merely have resulted in the most 
tedious iteration. It should be added that the Gazet- 
teer was compiled at a time when Assam was still a- 
separate Province, and that when the Province is 
mentioned it is to Assam and not to Eastern Bengal 
and Assam that reference is made. My acknowledg- 
ments are due to the Deputy Commissioner for his- 
kindness in examining the work in proof. 


Shillong : 1 

October, 1905. ) 


B. 0 . Allen. 
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Chapter I. 

PHYSICAL ASPECTS. 


Area and boundaries — General aspects — ^Mountain system — River 
system — Bils and marshes — Geology — Climate — Winds and Cy- 
clones — R.ainfall — ^Earthquakes — Fauna. 


The district of Goalpara is bounded on tbe north 
by Bhutan; on the east by Kamrup; on the south 
by the Garo TTilla ; and on the west by the Bengal dis- 
trict of Jalpaiguri, by the native state of Kuch Bihar, 
and by the Bengal district of Eangpur. It lies between 
25*, 28' and 26“, 54' and 89°, 42' and 91°, 6' E. and 
covers an area of 3,954* square miles. 

The greater part of Goalpara consists of a level General 

8iSp6CllS« 

plain, the lower portion of which is intersected by the 
Brahmaputra. A few outlying spurs of the Assam 
range project towards the river, and even appear on the 
north bant, in the Khuntaghat and Parbatjuar parganas. 

Hear the Brahmaputra, much of the coimtry is exposed 
to flood and is covered by a dense growth of grass and 
reeds. Purther back, the level rises and rice fields 
take the place of swamps. The houses of the cultiva- 
tors are buried in dense groves of areca palms, plantains, 
and bamboos, and at all seasons of the year the country 
looks fresh and green. The Eastern Duars, at the 
foot of the Bhutan HiUs, is a country of grassy commons 


* Revised figures which do not agree with those returned in the Census Report of igou 
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and dark forests. E.ice is groTvn on fields tliat are 
irrigated from the Mil streams, and kere and there 
the Tillages of the Meches, the inhabitants of that tract, 
are to be seen standing np against the sky line. 
But the Duars are very sparsely populated, and are 
for the most part coTered ■vrith jungle grass or 
forest. 


Moxoitaiii The northern and western portions of the district 
axe absolutely flat. On the east, there are seyeral 
low ranges projecting from the Garo Hills, wMch reach 
right down to the Tirer near Goalpara town, where 
there are isolated hills projecting above the aUuTium 
jErom four to seven hundred feet in height. Imme- 
diately north of the Brahmaputra, these bills again 
appear, but they here attain a higher altitude. The 
Bhaicab hiH is 1,647 feet above the level of the sea. 
The l^arikola, a little to the east is, 1,146 feet, while the 
Bao Human, the highest peak in a collection of small 
ranges in the west of the Ehuntaghat pargana, is 1,506 
feet. The only elevated tract in the Eastern Duars is 
a low range of Mils in the extreme south of the Sidli 
Duar. These hills all rise sharply from the plain, and, 
though there are few actual cliffs, their sides are rocky 
and precipitous. As is only natural in the rainy cMnate 
of Assam the summits and sides alike are covered with 
forest and with bamboo jungle. 

The principal river of Goalpara, as of every other 
district in the Assam Valley, is the Brahmaputra, 
svtrs. wMch flows either through or along the boundary of the 
district, for a distance of 85 miles. Eew rivers allow 
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themselves greater latitude in their -wanderings than 
the Brahmaputra, as it oscillates from side to side of 
the sandy strath through which it makes its way. Here 
it cuts away a great hank, there it throws up a ohur, 
which may either be carried away by the nest flood, or 
may grow into a large island covered with grass and 
reeds. It enters the district on the south bank a fe-w 
miles below Xagarbera ia Kamrup, and on the north 
bank at the mouth of the Manas, which is nearly opposite 
the town of Goalpara. Its course through the district 
is at first from east to west, but after running about 
sisty-five irdles, it tm*ns to the south-vs^est and finally 
to the south. The river is crossed by the steam ferries 
which ply between Hhubri and Pakirganj and Goal- 
para and Jogighopa. Such is the breadth of the river 
in the rains that the crossing to Barabhita, about one 
mile above Fakii'ganj, takes 1-| hom’s, though the ferry 
boat can steam some ten miles an hour in slack water. 

The Manas is probably the largest of the rivers which me Haaae 
join the Brahmaputra in the Goalpara district. It rises ***'*^’ 
in the Bhutan Hills, and originally formed the boundary 
between Goalpara and Kamrup, but its channel is 
subject to frequent changes, and for the greater part 
of its present com*se it flows through Goalpara. The 
principal tributaries are — on the right bank the Makra, 

Dalani, Ai, Pomajan, Bhandm'a, and Koija, and on the 
left bank the Cha-ulkhoa. The banks are, as a nile, 
covered vith jungle, and the river is not much -nsed as 
a trade route above its jimction with the Ai. Boats of 
fours tons burthen could, however, go as far as Mokhoa 
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at all seasons of the year. The total length of the 
Manas is about 200 miles. The Ai or Gahharu rises in 
the Bhutan HiHs and flows a tortuous course, first south 
and then south-east, till it falls into the Manas at the 
extreme north-east corner of the Ehuntaghat par^ina. 
It’s principal tributaries are the Buii-Ai and Khna- 
mukra, both of which Join it on the left bank. A boat 
of four tons burthen can proceed as far as Koliagaon 
in the rainy and Chamugaon in the dry season ; and 
the river affords a recognised outlet for rice, mustard, 
thatching grass, and timber. 

Th* “West of the Manas, the Brahmaputra is Joined by 

‘irrrcrilf the Champamatl and the Saralbhanga, which in the 
lower part of its course takes the name of its piincipal 
tributary the Gaurang. Both of these rivers issue 
from the Bhutan Hills, and when first debouching on 
the plain, flow over wide stony beds, where the water 
disappears from time to time in the loose gravelly soil, 
to re-appear again at some distance further on. In 
the rainy season the Champamati is navigable by a boat 
of four tons burthen as far as Garubhasa, and the Saral- 
bhanga as far as Patgaon. The principal tributaries of 
the Champamati are the Bhoor and the Lopani, both 
of which Join it north of the trunk road. "West of the 
Saralbhanga are the Hail, the Gangia, and the Eanga, 
which unite to form a stream which, under the name 
of the Sankosh, falls into the Brahmaputra near 
Bagribari, 

VkasMkcwh The greater Sankosh is, however, a much larger river, 
which forms the boundary between the Eipu Duax and 
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the JalpaigTiri district of Bengal. At Maktaigaon, it 
divides into two branches. The western arm. retains 
the name of the original river, and, after flowing 
through Jalpaiguri and Euch Bihar, rejoiiis the eastern 
branch, which is called the Gangadhar, near Patamari. 

The combined stream is then known as the Budhkumar, 
and falls into the Brahmaimtra below Bhnbri, Por 
the greater part of its course it flows through jungle 
land, and is thus not largely used as a trade route, 
though timber and other forest produce is brought down 
it. The total length of the river is about 200 miles. 

About four miles south of Tamarhat, it throws off a 
channel to the east, which is known as the Gadadhar 
and falls into the Brahmaputra immediately to the east 
of Bhubri town. These are, however, but the priacipal 
rivers north of the Brabmaj)utra. The whole of the 
Eastern I)uars is a net work of minor streams and 
water courses, many of which dry up in the cold 
season. 

West of Goalpara town the drainage of the Garo tii* rivers 
Hills is carried to the Brahmaputra by the Karnai, the ““ ^k^***^ 
Phulnai, the Ealpani, the Dudhnai, with it’s tributary 
the Erishnai, and the Jinari. East of Goalpara, the 
drainage from the south is first collected in the Jinji- 
ram, which rises in the IJrpad hil and flows parallel 
to the Brahmaputra till it joins it a little to the south 
of Mahendraganj. The Jinjiram is largely used as a 
trade route, and a boat of four tons brndhen can go 
as far as Singimari in the dry season, and in the rains 
right up to liakhipur. 
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In the permanently settled portion of the district 
there are a large number of bils, the more considerable 
of which almost attain the size of lakes. The largest 
are the Dalni and Tamranga bils, which lie at the 
foot of the Bhairab hills in the Ehuntaghat pargana* 
In the rams, these two bils merge into one, and form a 
magnificent sheet of water from flye to six miles 
long and one or two in breadth. Bonnded as they 
are on the west by a range of precipitous bills about 
1,600 feet in height, the appearance of these little 
lakes is very picturesque. About eight miles further 
west there is the Dhir bil, while the Dhiple bil, about 
three miles further on, is another fine sheet of water, 
which lies at the foot of the Baokumari hills. South of 
Goalpara, there is the Urpad bil, which almost attains 
to the dimensions of a lake. Other smalls marshes 
are the Jaligaur, the Kumaria, the Bakdul, the 
Digaldubi, the Eashia, the Padmapara, the Kadamtala, 
and the Hasila. 

The soil of the plains is composed of sand and clay 
in varying proportions, ranging from pure sand near 
the Brahmaputra to a clay so stiff as to be quite unfit 
for cultivation. In the Buars, the soil is for the most 
part light and gravelly. The hills are of gneissie origin 
and contain large rocks which would make a good 
building stone. 

The climate of Goalpara, as is only natural, differs 
considerably from that of Upper Assam. The winter 
is comparatively warm, and in March and April the 
temperature is fairly high. In the latter month, the 



CHAP. I." 


PHYSICAL ASPECTS. 


? 

average maxiiiminisiieaiiy 89°, or over 9' more than it is 
in Dibrugarh. This is, hoTvever, the highest maximum 
for the vear, and in no other month does it exceed 86“ 
Fahrenheit. The dim*nal range between May and 
September is very small, and between July and Sep- 
tember it is only 8“, as compared with 21“ in January. 
The maximum and minimum temperature of each mouth 
at Dhubri will be found in Table I. 

The prevailing winds are easterly, but hot winds 
blow from the west in the months of March, April, 
and May. On April 1 8th 1900, a cyclone of extraordi- 
nary violence swept over a portion of the south bank. 
The storm crossed the trunk road at a point 22 miles, 
south of Fakirganj. I'he total area affected in the 
Goalpara district was a strip of land about five miles 
long by half a mile in width. In the central portion of 
the storm path, which was about a quarter of a mile 
broad, practically everything was demolished. 110 
houses were wrecked, 88 persons were injured, two of 
them fatally, and 30 persons and 33 cattle were killed out- 
right. Many of the killed had their skulls smashed in, 
and two of them were completely torn to pieces. One 
of the corpses is said to have been blown right across 
the Jinjiram river, and carried a distance of more than 
a quarter of a mile. Trees, too, were uprooted and 
carried away, one being a banyan tree, nineteen feet in 
circumference and thirty feet high, which was tom up 
by the roofs and carried along ten yards. Phulerchar 
and Baroaiga were the villages which suffered most 
severely, eighteen persons being killed in the former, and 
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ten in the latter. On the foUoTving day, there was 
another violent cyclone which lasted for about ten 
minutes and followed the same line of country. On 
this occasion the Goalpara villages escaped with com- 
paratively little injuiy, but eight persons were killed in 
the neighbouring district of the Garo Hills. 

The average monthly rainfall recorded at Dlmbri and 
at four other stations in the district will be found in Tabl® 
II. At Dhubri it is only 95 inches in the year, but at 
Kachugaon, near the Bhutan Hills, it is about 60 
inches more. Even at Mamai, which is only about 30 
miles north of Dhubri, it is 140 inches. About nine 
tenths of the total rainfall at Dhubri is precipitated in 
the five months. May to September. In the four 
months, November to February, there is only just over 
one inch of rain. The heavy rainfall in May, which 
varies from 14 to 20 inches in different parts of the 
district, is a notable feature in the meteorology of 
Goalpara. 

Goalpara, like the rest of Assam, has always been 
subject to earthquakes. McCosh, writing in 1837, 
stated that a few years previously a village near 
Goalpara town had been completely swallowed up.* 
Such was the story told by the people of the neigh- 
bourhood, but for its accuracy few would care to vouch. 
All previous seismic disturbances were, however, 
insignificant in comparison with the great earth- 
quake of 1897. This earthquake was felt over 
an area of l,750j000 square miles, from Rangoon in the 


* Topography of Assam page 74. 
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pouth-east to Kangra in the north-west, from the 
Himalayas to Masnlipatam, and serious damage was 
done to masonry buildings over an area of 145,000 
square miles.* The area of maximum disturbance was a 
tract of country, of the shape of a cooked hat, whose 
base line ran from Rangpur to Jaintiapur, while the top 
of the crown was near Barpeta. The shook occurred at 
about 5 p.M. on June 12th 1897, and lasted for several 
minutes. Most of the masonry buildings in the district 
were wrecked, but eutcJia structures escaped with com- 
paratively little damage. In Goalpara, the Subdivision- 
al Ofi&cer’s bungalow, the circuit house, the treasury, the 
school, and the post and telegraph offices were all demo- 
lished The bazar sank, and the whole of tlie town 
went under water ; the people being compelled to lire 
like birds on bamboo platforms erected near the roofs of 
their houses. Substantial dykes have since been 
constructed, and the town is now protected from inunda- 
tion in the rains. Serious injury was done to all 
masonry buildings at Dhubri. The foreshore was 
broken up by enormous fissures, wells were cracked and 
filled up with sand, and sand and water si^outed from 
the earth. Fortunately the loss of life was very small, 
and the total number of casualties was only five. The 
following extract from a letter written by the Civil 
Sm^eon, gives a graphic description of the effects of the 
shock south of the Brahmaputra. 

At 5 p. m. came this terrible earthquake. I invariably sit out 
an earthquake, as I have always thought the worst is over before 
one has time to get outside a house, but though I was safe 

• Memoirs of the Geological Survey of India, Vol. xxix, p, 5*. 

2 
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enoTigli in the light shanty I was in, I had to rise, as the shock 
sef^med never ending, and a roar of water flowing near and the 
hum of voices eomnelied my getting np. The villagers were 
panic-stricken and fleeing from their houses to the Trunk Road. 
The ground I at once saw was everywhere cracked ap, sank, 
etc. Behind the old rest-honse is the termination of a very long 
6/ieeZ. It was a wonderfnl sight, this bheel. The water rose 
steadily in it, and in two minutes must have risen at least twelve 
feet and then overflowed, and with this overflow, the whole 
country, as far as the eye could see on each side of the Trunk 
Road, \\as one sheet of water. The fact being that from all the 
innumerahle cracks water had g<»ne on spouting, and that, 
coincidentally with the overflow of this bheel^ the water level had 
risen to the same height all over the surrounding conntry. 

In addition to the cracks from which the water welled up 
carrying the sand with it, innumerable jets of water, like foun- 
tains playing, spouted up to heights varying from 18 inches to 
quite or 4 feet. Wherever this had occurred, the land was 
afterwaro’s seen to occupy a sandy citele with a depression in its 
centre. I'hese circles ranged from 2 to 6 and 8 feet in diameter, 
and were to be seen all over the conntry. In some places, several 
were quire close together ; in others itey were at a* distance of 
several yards apart. They bad tba appearance of small craters, 
I have heard it said that the water from the cracks and these 
so-called fountains was warm, almost hot, but this must be due 
to someone's imagination : I had to wade through a good 
deal of water whilst the water level was rising, and had the tem- 
perature of the water been abnormal, it must have made itself 
felt to me. It must not be overlooked that the country' had been 
water-logged days before the earthquake came, and that it must 
have been this water which was driven up with the subsidence of 
the land as i believe the quake was due to a subsidence. 

In front of Jemadarhat rest-house the Garo Hills, are within 
5 miles, and behind it is tlie Brahmaputra at a distance of not 
more than 2 miles. The Trunk Road remained above water, but 
in certain portions where it had subsided from 1 to 2 feet the 
water flawed acroas it, and at these places, where the panic- 
strifken villagers tried to run towards the direction of Lakhipur, 
wliieh is 12 miles oft in the Gauhati direction, the poor creatures 
got more alarmed than ever, for they found themselves sprawling 
about in the w'ater, unable to realise what had barred their 
progress, and not knowing if they were going to get out of it 
again* At all these gaps cr places, where the earth had subsided, 
or where fissures and cracks had formed, the rush of water from 
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them all carried with it an immense quantity of sand, and this 
was what barred the progress of these panic-stricken villagers. 
This sand had a particularly quieksanaish feel about it, but 
fortunately, as a rule, was not de^-p on the portions of the road 
that had subsided near the rest-house. 

The main shock seemed to me to have lasted nearly sis 
minutes, but perhaps in this I am wrong, and perhaps I may 
have missed a cessation and taken two or more shocks as one, 
for certainly I n.oticed no cessation. It seemed as though death 
from drowning must have been the end of every one near me. 
Although the shocks went on being repeated incessantly at inter- 
vals of a few minutes, the rise in the water ceased after halt an 
hour, and then the idea present to one’s eye was that the country 
on either side of the road was nothing more than innumerable 
sand-cAa?’S of different sizes, such as are met with in the Brahma- 
putra. This meant, of course, that crops were considerably 
covered by this sand. Blost of the excavations made by the 
earth-cutters annually on each side of the Trunk Road to enable 
them to throw fresh earth on to it have been filled in by th?s sand, 
and the Public Works Department will not have quite such heavy 
rates to pay for earth-cutting, as the lends will hs comparatively 
short when they begin work again ; but for this, which is really no 
advantage to speak of, the loss to the province must be enormous. 

All the panic subsided by about 9 o’clock ; the hut I was ori- 
ginally in was now under water, and I could not get back to it. 
Many of the villagers’ houses and those of the Eayas had sunk a 
good deal, whilst others filled with two or more feet of sand 
through the door ways. My horse broke away towards the end 
of the first shocks, and made for home, the syee after her as hard 
as he could go, but on reaching a good strong wooden bridge, she 
was stopped hy the bridge subsiding on the Dhubri side^ Cattle 
seemed to find great trouble in extricating themselves from the 
sand and water, which but a few minutes before was their 
grazing ground. Villages were wholly vacated and refuge 
taken wherever high land was available. Almost everything is 
said to have its ludicrous side, and in the midst of confusion and 
the marked panic of the villagers, it was amusing to find my 
cook busy at work preparing dinner within half an hour of the 
oceuirence. There he was, as though nothing had occurred, on 
the plinth of a burnt down hut only ju&t above water and sur- 
rounded on all sides by it. I was very grateful to him later on 
for not having parted with his wits. 

As the rush of water ceased and order was to some small ex- 
tent renewed, those who were able to do so scrambled to their 
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tnts, and brongEt out boxes and bedding, etc*, etc , and, •with 
their belongings, encamped on the road for the night. At 
sAMoxzt 30 it struck me 1 might have a roof over my head if I got 
near the ferryghS^t, as there was a tumble-down serai there. I 
bad gone half a mile when two men assured me it was impossible 
for me to progress, owing to a gap of several feet in the road 
through which water flowed, and across which they had just 
swam. On hearing this, I returned, and with my bed on the 
road, attempted to get some rest This was impossible, with the 
continuous and oft-repeated seismic shocks at short intervals, 
which, whenever the least bit strong, were followed by a wail of 
human voices. Cattle, goats, and dogs formed a goodly addition 
to those resting on the road for the night. At 2 a. m. a sharp 
drizzle came down, and with my umbrella over my face and a 
rug over my body, I weathered it out till 3 a. m., when my rug 
had got wet through. Close by was the rest-house well. I now 
transferred my headquarters to it by wading across 2 feet of 
water for about 16 yards, and then spread a dryish rug on the 
masonry platform of this well. The well and its platform had 
both^ been badly cracked at 5 p. m., and the water had risen to 
■within 18 inches of the surface. It had a thatched covering over 
it, and this sheltered me during two hours of heavy rain. 

At 5 a.in. I rose finally, having had a fair night's rest under 
most extraordinary circumstances. Having had chota JiSizree at 
6, I started to walk back to the ghdt, having learnt that the road 
was impassable towards Lakhipar, As the road was heavy and 
my syce had developed strong fever, I left him the trap to drive in 
slowly. The whole Trunk Eoad from Jemadarhat to the ferryghat, 
whicfi^ I had seen, had cracks running along it, which were in 
some instances over 100 feet long ; in others the earth had sub» 
sided for a similar distance, and then, again, traverse cracks, 
depressions, etc., existed all along the roa^ at distances of a few 
feet for miles ; the same thing seemed to have occurred ofi the 
road side. The vi' lagers stated that they had lost the grain they 
had stored in their houses. On arrival at the gh^fe, it is scarcely 
necessary to ^y it was much changed, the river having risen 
wnsiderably since 4 p.m. However, after getting almost knee- 
deep in many places in very disagreeable soft sand, about which I 
was hopping for quite half an hour, I got safe on to the ferry, and 
relumed to Dhubri at 9 a.m. Shortly before reaching the ferry- 
ghat, my syce had sent word that my horse was drowned, and 
desired me to return. At the gh^t another messenger bronght 
me word saying the animal was well stuck in soft sand. So I 
seat back coolies, and, much to my surprise, found her none the 
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worse, and at Dhiibri by 5 p.m.^ It seems she had got into the 
sand at about 7 a.m., and remained in it till 1 p.m. There were 
several gaps in the road between Jemadarhat and the ferry-gh§,t, 
but none over 2 feet wide, and the ^yce, instead of exercizing a 
little care when having to go off the road, took the shortest cut 
possible, with the result noted by me. The huge gap I was told 
of the night before turned out to be a myth. 

On returning to Dhubri, everything was as I had pictured it 
at 5 p.m. the previous night. The town is in ruins. It has 
sonk everywhere, and for hundreds of feet in a stretch it is 
cracked and fissured. The dispensary (main building) stands, 
bat has suffered much. It is built on iron pillars, and its brick 
walls are only about 12 feet high and 2 feet thick ; above, its 
walls are lath and plaster. Hence the reason it has stood. 
The cutcherry, the forest house, Local Board bungalow, 
circuit house, the club, telegraph office and telegraph signallers^ 

f uarters, and the Ganripur zamindars’ house stand, also 
/eslie’s and Maher’s, because they are built on piles. Of course, 
the plaster and lath are all gdne. The treasury, Jewett's 
house. Jolly’s house, the d&k bungalow, the Bijni Hall, two large 
houses at the immigration depdts, the liquor shop in the bazar, 
and the Muhammadan musjid and my house still stand, but 
are dangerous to enter and must all be dismantled. The post 
office, Hallifax’s, Bogribari zamindar's house, the high school, 
the church, the Sikh temple, the new jail, the newly-built 
magazine, the seven newly-built houses in the dispensary 
ground, and all the out-houses of every single brick-built house 
are down flat. So far, only one fiital case has been reported, 
and this a native child about 5 years of age. The natives are 
all panic-stricken, are living on the roads, in boats, and in 
steamer flats, and seem most helpless ; the better classes encamp 
out on the roads during the night, although several of their 
houses are safe. Several of them have, however, suffered 
considerably ; houses, especially those built on new reclaimed 
land near the Dhubri back water, have subsided a good deal 
towards the back. 

Wild. ftTiTTYi als nsod. Bit one timo to ho iiiinioro’u.s, hut 
they are rapidly decreasing in numbers. They include 
elephants, rhinoceros, bison (bos gaums) buffalo, tigers, 
leopards, hears, wild pig and five kinds of deer, viz., the 
barasingha or swamp deer (cervus duvmteeli), the 
hog deer (cemm ^orcinus) the rib-faced or barking 
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deer {eervulua tnuntjac), tlie samlsar {pervus tmieolo?'^ 
and the spotted deer {cervus axis.) 

The rhinoceros is extinct on the south bank aud very 
nearly so on the north. Buffalo are reduced to a few 
small and scattered herds. The spotted deer are mre and 
the swamp deer becoming so. On the other hand bison 
are slowly increasing (owing to the spread of Hin duism), 
while tigers are common and leojiards are plentiful. 

Blephants are fairly common on both banks of the 
Brahmaputra, especially near the hills, and when the 
crops are ripening the solitary males occasionally do 
considerable damage. For the purpose of elephant catch- 
ing the temporarily settled portions of the district are 
divided into two mahals or tracts. The right to hunt 
in each mahai is sold by auction, and the lessee is re- 
quired to pay a royalty of Bs 100 on every animal 
captured. The method usually employed is that known 
as ntela shikar. Mahouts mounted on staunch and 
well trained elephants pursue tlie herd which generally 
takes to flight. Three men are usually mounted on 
each elephant, their only hold being a couple of ropes 
passing round the animals neck and under its tail. One 
of the men guides the elephant, the other wields the 
noose, while the third uses a spiked mallet as a spur. 
The chase is of a most arduous and exciting character. 
The great animals go crashing through the thickest 
jrmgle and over rough and treacherous ground at a 
surprising ptce, and the hunter is liable to be torn 
by the beautiful but thorny cane brake, or, were he 
not very agile, to be swept from his seat by the 
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boTiglis of an over lianging tree. After a time, the 
joringer animals begin to flag and lag behind, and it 
is then that the opportunity of the ptu’sner comes. 
Ttto btmters single out a likely beast, diive their 
elephants on either side, and deftly threw a noose 
OTer its neck. The two ends of the noose are firmly 
fastened to the hiinkis, as the hnnting elephants are 
called, and, as they close in on either side of the captured 
animal, it is unable to escape or to do much injury to its 
captors, who are generally considerably larger than 
their Tictim. The wild elephant is then brought back 
to camp where it is tied up for a time and gradually 
tamed. Pifty animals were caught in 1903-04, the last 
year in which the mahals were sold by the I>eputy 
CJommissioner. 

Bison are generally found near the hills and in the 
neighbourhood of tree forest ; tigers, leopards, and bears 
are met with in almost every part of the district. 
"Wild animals cause little loss of human life, but, in 
1903, are said to have accounted for over 1,300 head 
of cattle. The number of human beings killed in 
that year by different animals was as follows : — 
elephant 2, tigers 5, leopard 1, bears 2, wild buffaloes 2, 
snakes 32, total 44. Rewards were at the same time 
paid for the destruction of 57 tigers, 133 leopards, and 7 
bears. Small game include wild geese and duck, snipe, 
florican {sypheotis bengalensis)^ black and marsh part- 
ridge, jungle fowl {galhi^ fennigineus) pheasants, and 
hares. Peafowl are also occasionallv seen in the north 
of the district. 
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Summary — ^Legendary History — ^The Koch Kings — ^Their decline — 
Invasion of Goalpara by Ahoms — Conquest by the Muham- 
madans — Relations between British and Ahoms — ^The Eastern 
Duars — ^Tfae Garo frontier — Changes in Jurisdiction — ^Archaelogy. 


swwBMT. The Goalpara district has nerer beea a separate politi- 
cal entity under its oTrn king, and its history has to he 
considered in connection with that of the various states 
of which, from time to time, it formed a part. It was 
originally incloded in the ancient Hindu kingdom of 
Kamarupa, which is mentioned in the Mahahharata, and 
which at one time occupied North Eastern Bengal and a 
great part of what is now known as the Province of 
Assam. The history of this kingdom, dating, as it presum- 
ably does, from about the twelfth century B. 0., is largely 
a matter of doubtful and fragmentaiy tradition. About 
the twelfth century A. D., Goalpara is said to have been 
conquered, first by the Sen, and then by the Pal kings 
of Bengal, hut there are practically no records of the 
period of their occupation. According to the traditions 
of the Mahapumshif^, it subsequently formed part of a 
kingdom csdled Xamata, whose ruler at the beginning of 
the fourteenth century was named Durlabh Narayan. 
In the fifteenth century the district was included in the 
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donaiidoiis of th.e Kliyeii priiices, wliose capital Kanaata- 
pur, the modem lal Bazar in the Knch Bihar State, was 
sacked by theMtihammadans in 1498 A. 3). A few years 
afterwards it passed into the hands of the Eoch kings 
who also established their capital in Ench Bihar. About 
1580 A. D , the Eoch kingdom was divided, and the 
country east of the Sankosh, which included Goalpara, 
Eamrup, and Darrang was stuTendered to Baghu Bai, the 
nephew of NarNarayan ; while the territory that lay west 
of that river was reserved for the son of that prince. 
Disputes, however, soon broke out between the two 
families, and Goalpara was conquered by the Muhamma- 
dans, who had been called in by Ear Earayan’s son to his 
assistance. The aid of the Atoms was invoked on the 
other side, and for some years the war between these two 
powers dragged on with varying results. In 1637, peace 
was concluded, and the Bameidi, which now divides Eam- 
rup from Darrang, was fixed as the boundary between 
Muhammadan and Ahom territo^. In 1658, the Ahnino 
advanced again, occupied Goalpara, and held it for three 
years, but were compelled to retreat before Mir Jumla's 
army. Brom ihat time onwards the district formed 
part of ihe Muhammadan dominions, till, with the rest 
of Bengal, it was ceded to the British in 1766 A. D. 

According to the Yogini Tmitra, the kingdom of Ea- me 
maarupa extended from the Earatoya river, on the western 
boundaries of Eangpur, to the Dikrai, in the east of the 1®°° ® 
Darrang district.* It was divided into four portions, 

* The priccipal authority for the history of Kamarupa, and the Khyen and Koch 
Kings is an interesting paper on the Koch Kings of Kamarupa by Mr. E A Gait, 

C. S., published in J. A. S. B., Vol LXII, Part I, No. 4, 1893. 


3 
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i. e., Kamapitli, from tte Karatoya to tlie Sankosli, 
Batnapith from the Sankosh to the Bupahi, 'vrhich in- 
cltided therefore the present district of Goalpara ; SuTar- 
napith from the Bupahi to the Bhareli ; and Saumarpith 
from the Bhareli to the Dikrai. The earliest king of 
Kamarupa-, of rrhom anything in particular is recorded, 
is Narak, who is said to have been the son of the earth 
by Vishnu, and who defeated and slew his predecessor 
Ghatak. He established his capital at Pragjyotishpura, 
the modern Gauhati, and seems to have been a powerful 
and prosperoTis, though some what headstrong, prince. 

He was succeeded by his son Bhagadatta, who is 
mentioned in the Mahabharata as fighting on the side of 
the Kauiavas, at the great battle of Kurukshetra ; and we 
thus seem justified m assuming that fully a thousand 
years before Christ, Goalpara formed part of a powerful 
kingdom ruled by a line of non- Aryan princes. 

Practically nothing is known of the history of the 
district for the next 2,000 years. The dynasty of 
Is arak was displaced by foreign invaders, and after many 
generations was restored agam. A line of powerful and 
civilized Pala Kings flourished in Central Assam about 
the tenth and eleventh centimes A. D., but whether 
Goalpara was included in their territories or not it 
would be difficult to say. At the begining of the 
fifteenth century we reach more certain ground. 

A Khyen of humble origin, who is said to have been 
M»tw3rA.j>. the cowherd of a Brahman, succeeded in deposing the 
local king and founded a capital at Kamatapur in the 
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south, of the Kueh Bihar State, near the modern Tillage 
of Lai Bazar. The ruins of this city still exist and, when 
visited hv Buchanan Hamilton in 1809 A. B., were 
said to he nineteen miles in circumference. 

This Khyen assumed the name of Niladwaj, and 
was succeeded hy his son Chakmdwaj, who in his turn 
handed on the sceptre to his son Nilamhar. Nilamhar 
was a powerful prince and is said to have reigned over 
Eangpur, Goalpara, and part of Kamrup, hut in 1498 
A, D., his capital was taken hy the 1vr nhammfldfl,Tis 
under Husain Shah. The Muhammadans are said to 
have been invited into the country hy Nilamhar’s 
minister, who disclosed to them its intrinsic weakness. 
This man had heen embittered hy the savage conduct 
of his royal master. The Baja suspected the minister’s 
sou of tampering with one of the queens, and had 
the young man killed, and his flesh served up to his father 
at a banquet. After the poor wretch had eaten freely 
of the dish, its horrid nature was disclosed to him. The 
ministei then left the capital, ostensibly to ■ do penance 
for the dreadful act he had unwittingly committed, hut 
in reality to seek the means of vengeance. 

The seige of Kamatapur is said to have lasted several 
years, and the town was finally taken hy stratagem. 
The Muhammadan general anounced that he was about 
to retire, hut asked that, before he did so, his wife might 
he allowed to visit Nilambar’s queen. The request was 
granted, and a number of closely veiled litters 
were introduced within the city walls. But it was 
soldiers and not women that the litter curtains hid, and 
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the gates were qiiickly thrown open to the advancing 
Moslems. Nilamhar was placed in an iron cage to 
betaken to Gaur, hut on the way he succeeded in 
maViug Ms escape; and Buchanan Hamilton reports 
that even in his time the common people of Kamarupa 
still looked for his restoration at some future date. 

After the fall of Kamatapur the Muhammadans 
endeavoured to extend their conquests up the valley of 
the Brahmaputra, hut they were repulsed hy the Ahoms, 
and Nilamhar’s former kingdom was split up into a 
number of petty principalities. 

rate In the midst of this confusion and anarchy a new 
family rose to power. The founder of the line was a 
1609-1634 Mech named Yiswa Singh, who, according to tradition, 
was the son of Hira, the wife of one Haria 1Vrfl,Tida,]_, hy 
Siva, who assumed the shape of her husband, and thus 
induced her to admit him to her embraces. Viswa 
Singh subdued the petty princes who surrounded hiTn^, 
founded a magnificent city in Kuch Bihar, and reduced 
his state to order. The whole population was divided 
up into different corps under officers of increasing 
dignity ; a thakuiia being appointed over every 20 coolies, 
a saikia over every 100, a hazari over 1,000, an umra 
over 3,000 and a nawab over 66,000. He took a census 
of his subjects and found that the number capable of 
bearing arms was 5,225,000, an obvious exaggeration. 
He is said to have marched against the Ahoms, but 
to have abandoned the expedition owing to the 
collapse of his commisssuiat ; but the Ahom version, 
which states that he was defeated and made tributary. 
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seems a more probable explanation of the failure of 
the expedition. 

Yisva Singh died after a reign of 25 years, and was sarwarayaa 
succeeded in 1534 A. D., by his son Malla Deva, who 
assTuned the name of Nar Narayan. The reign of this 
prince represents the zenith of the Koch power, and his 
armies, which were led by his brother Sukladwaj or 
Silarai, met with almost unvarying success. He first 
attacked the Ahoms, but mindful of Ms Mther’s failure, 
commenced operations by building a great military road 
along the north bank of the Brahmaputra, and con- 
structing tanks at regular intervak along it. The work 
was entrusted to his brother Oohain Kamala, and the 
road, much of wMch is still in existence, bears the name 
of Oohain Kamala AJi to the present day. Nar Narayan 
entered the Ahom capital Gargaon, (the modem Nazira) 
and did not leave till he had received the submission of 
the Ahom king. The Bajas of Cachar and Manipur 
were then reduced to the state of feudatary cMefs, and 
the kings of Jaintia, Tippera, and Sylhet conquered and 
slain. Kurther successes were obtained over the rulers 
of Khairam and Himuria, but the tide of fortune turned 
when an attack was made on the kingdom of Gaur. 

The Koch army was routed and Silarai bimsAlf made 
prisoner. Nar Narayan declined, however, to accept this 
defeat as final , and a few years later Joined with the 
Emperor Akbar in a second attack upon the Pasha of 
Gaur. This enterprise was crowned with success, and 
Gaur was divided between the Emperor of BelM and 
the Koch king. 
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Deoune of 'Within the space of two generations, the Koch Mng- 
dom BaglitL dom had attained to an extraordinary height of power 
Bai 1681-1598. prosperity, but its decline was as rapid as its rise. 

Kor a long time Nar Karayan had no male offspriag, 
and Silami’s son, Eaghu Kai, was regarded as his heir. 
When this boy was approaching manhood, one of his 
uncle’s wives gave birth to a son called Lakshmi 
Narayan ; and Eaghu Eai, realising that he had now no 
hope of succeeding to the throne, withdrew from the 
capital to Bamagar in the Earpeta subdivision of 
Kamrup. Xar Narayan endeavoured to compel him to 
return, but his soldiers were defeated and the Mng 
weaMy resolved to divide his kingdom,* The territory 
east of the Sankosh was made over to Eaghu Eai, while 
lakshmi Xarayan received the part that lay west of 
that river. Eaghu Eai continued to reside at Bamagar, 
and seems to have been much devoted to religious 
exercises. 

He was succeeded by his son Parikshit in 1593 A D., 
1593-1614. ^ town at North Gauhati, and mounted 

cannon at Pandunath. War then broke out between 
Parikshit and his cousin Lakshmi Narayan.t The latter 
was defeated but called in the Muhammadans to his 
aid, and on their arrival the situation was revemed. 


* According to Buchanan Hamilton, the kingdom was founded by Hajo, father 
of Hira, and grandfath^ of Viswa Singh, and divided by Viswa Singh who 
allotted the portion east of the Sankosh to Sukladwaj or Silarai, and that west 
of the river to Nar Narayan. On general grounds, however, this acount seems to 
be less probable than that given in the body of the text, 

t According to one authority, the'quarrel dated from the time of Raghu Rai who 
declined to pay tribute after Nar Narayan’s death. 
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Mukarram Shan adranced Tvith 6,000 horse, 12,000 
foot, and 500 ships, and took Parikshit’s fort at Dhnhri. 
The Koch king then essayed a naval engagement on 
the Gadadhar river, hut Tvas defeated and retreated 
to Bamagar near Barpeta where he surrendered in 
1614 A. B., and was sent to the Court of the Mughal 
Emperor.* 

TTis brother Bali Xarayan, or Baldeo as he is called 
hv the Muhammadan historians, fled to the Ahoms, and 
the struggle between these two powers continued for 
some years with varying success. The Musalmans 
penetrated as far as Bishnath, hut their career of con- 
quest was then checked by a crushing defeat. They 
retained, however, their hold upon Goalpara, and, in the 
hostilities that subsequently took place, much of the 
fighting seems to have been in the neighbourhood of 
Gauhati, near Pandughat. Parikshit’s son, Chandra 
J^arayan, who had established himself with a strong 
force at Karaibari was defeated and killed ; and Bali 
Karayan, who had erected a fort at Jogighopa on the 
eastern frontier of the Goalpara district, was driven 
across the Manas. The following year he was com- 
pletely routed and he shortly afterwards died at Singri 
in Barrang (1687 A. B.) The Muhammadans took the 
forts at Pandu and Srighat, and the Bamadi, which 
divides the modem districts of Kamnip and Barrang, 
was made the boundary between Muhammadan and 
Ahom territory. 


BaU 

Barayan. 

1614-1637. 


* An account of this struggle will be found in a paper by Professor Blochmann 
in J. A. S. B.j Vol, XLI, Part Ij No. ij 1872, 49- 
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Anom* seise Twettty yeaxs later, Pran Naxayan, wlio ■was at that 
time ruler of that part of the Koch kiagdom which lay 
■west of the Sankosh, took ad^rantage of the confusion that 
occurred on the deposition of Shah Jahan to attack 
the Muhammadan goyemor of Goalpara. This officer 
retreated to Gauhati, but was espelled by the Ahoms, 
who then adranced do^wn the valley of the Brahma- 
putra, seized Gk)alpara, and drove Pran Narayan with 
his army beyond the Sankosh. 

BeoonaTiersd j’or three years Goalpara remained in the hands of 
in’ the Ahoms, but in 1661 A. B. Mir Jumla started on the 
1861 . invasion of Assam. He defeated Pran Narayan, and 
marched up the south bank of the Brahmaputra till he 
occupied Gargaon (Kazira). The rains then set in with 
unusual severiiy , suppKes were very scarce, and the camp 
of the invaders was ravaged by disease. Early in the 
cold weather, a treaty was patdhed up and Mir Jumla 
retreated to Bengal, though he died on the river before 
reaching Dacca. Two years later the Ahoms were again 
in possession of Kamrup, but the advanced guard of the 
Mughals remained at Eangamati on the banks of the 
Manas; and Gosdpara continned under Muhammadan 
rule till 1765, when, with the rest of Bengal, it passed 
into the possession of the East India Cbmpany.. 

: Bdatiflgu Prior to 1825, the year in which the Burmese were 
BiitiabHid expelled from the Brahmaputra valley, Goalpara 
town and Jogighopa, a village lying opposite to it on the 
north bank of the Brahmaputra, were the frontier out- 
posts from which trade was carried on with the Assamese. 
Colonies of Europeans settled here, ■who forcibly seized a 
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monopoly of the export trade of Bengal. A similar 
monopoly of the Assam trade was enjoyed hy two 
Brahmans, who held a farm of the Ahom custom house, 
and business was carried on between these two com- 
munities to their mutual profit. The principal articles 
of export from Assam were lac, silk, cotton, and mustard 
seed, the chief import salt. After Captain TTelsh’s 
expedition in l792, these monopolies were abolished, but 
the times were not ripe for free trade. According to 
Buchanan Hamilton, the immediate result was a great 
decrease in the volume of business done, as little reliance 
could be placed on the good faith of the individual 
merchants. The remains of this European colony are 
still to be seen in the shape of four nameless tombs at 
Jogighopa, which is now but a tiny village. It was 
from Goalpara, too, that the first attempt was made by 
a British subject to inteivene in the affairs of Assam. 

In 1788, a salt farmer of that place, named Baush, sent 
a body of barkandazes to assist the Ahom Baja, who 
had been diiven from his throve by the rebel Moamarias. 

The barkandazes were, however, cut up to a man, and 
the Baja was compelled to apply to the Governor- General 
for aid. The expedition of Captain "Welsh in 1792 a.Tid 
the subsequent conquest of Assam in 1825, form, 
however, no part of the history of Goalpara. 

The history of the Eastern Duars, a strip of coimtry me Baetem 
lying at the foot of the Bhutan Hills, differs in some 
respects from that of the remainder of the district. 

According to the Yamsavali, a chronicle in the possession 
of the Darrang branch of the Koch family, which 

4 
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was compiled about 1806 A. D., Nara Singha, son of 
Viswa Singb, and brother of Nar Narayan, became ruler 
of Bhutan.* In this there is nothing intrinsically 
improbable. Mr. Ashley Eden, in his Report on his 
mission to Bhutan, states that the Bhutias have apparent- 
ly not been in possession of Bhutan for more than two 
centuries ; and that it formerly belonged to a tribe 
called by the Bhutias Tephu, who are generally believed 
to have been natives of Kuch Bihar. These Tephus 
were subsequently driven down into the plains by some 
Tibetan soldiers, who had been sent from Lhassa to en- 
quire into the resource of the country.f On the break up 
of the Koch power at the beginning of the seventeenth 
century, and dtuing the struggles that ensued between 
the Muhammadans and Ahoms, the Bhutias succeeded 
in bringing the territory now known as the Eastern 
Buars under their control. Their system of adminis- 
tration seems to have been harsh and arbitrary. Mr. 
Mills, in his report on the Goalpara district in 1853, 
states that raiyats were constantly moving from the 
Eastern Buars into British territory to escape the ex- 
actions and oppressions of the Bhutia Zamindars. $ The 
hill-men did not, however, confine their attentions to 
their own people, and repeated outrage and aggres- 
dons were committed on the property and persons of our 
subjects. Notwithstanding numerous remonstrances and 
threats, scarcely a year passed without the occurrence 


• Vide tbe Koch Kings of Kamarupa by Mr. E. A. Gait, C. S., page 24. 

+ Po’itical mission to Bhutan, p. loS. 

* Report on the Province of Assam by A. J. Moffatt Mills, Calcutta, 1854 
Gcsalpara, p* 2 . 
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of several raids into British territory, in •vrhich. the 
villagers were plundered and killed, or carried off 
as slaves. In the cold -weather of 1863, llr. Ashley Eden 
■was sent on a mission to Bhutan to remonstrate -with 
the Government of that state. But instead of meeting 
with apologies and promises of amendment, the envoy 
was subjected to the grossest insults. On his return 
to British territory, the Bhutan Rajas were informed 
that, unless the fullest reparation was afforded. Govern- 
ment would be compelled to make good then’ demands 
by force. This solemn warning was completely dis- 
regarded, and in 1864, Government formally annexed the 
Bhutan Ihiars and occupied them -with a military force. 

The Bhutias offered but a feeble resistance, and a treaty 
of peace was concluded in November 1865 under which 
Government undertook to make a yearly payment of 
Rs. 25,000 rising to Rs. 50,000 as a species of quit 
rent for the Duars, on condition that the bill men 
continued to be of good beha-vdour. 

It was not, however, only on the -northern frontier The Crairo 
that the tribes mhabitmg the hills molested the in- 
habitants of the plains. The mountains to the south 
were occupied by the Garos, a section of the great Bodo 
race, who were probably driven southwards from the 
plains by the kings of Kuch Bihar. 

The earliest notices of the Garos describe them as 
being in a state of intermittent conflict with the 
zamindars of the large estates lying at the foot of the 
hills. The exactions levied by the subordinates of 
these persons irritated the hill-men, and the belief that 
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tile spirits of their headmen required the souls of 
others to attend them in the nest "worlds acted as a 
further incitement to the despatch of raiding parties. 
At the end of the eighteenth century, the G-aros in- 
Imbiting the outer ranges had heen brought to some 
extent under the authority of the zamiudars, but the 
Tillages in the interior were entirely independent. 
Steps were then taken by Government to release the 
tributary Garos from the control of the Bengali land- 
lords, and it was hoped that by this means the practice 
of raiding would be stopped. It was difficult, however, 
to put down aU oppression, and ih.e hill men continued 
to be turbulent. In ISIS, an expedition was sent into 
the hills to punish the Basauni Garos for having 
murdered one of their headmen, with all his family, 
because he attempted to collect the tribute due by 
them to government. In 1852, seven Garo raids took 
place in which 44 persons were killed. A blockade was 
established along the frontier, which produced some 
effect, but, in 1856, the tribes broke out again and a 
succession of forays was made upon the plains. Be- 
tween May 1857 and October 1859, nine raids were made 
into Goalpara, and 20 heads taken. An expedition was 
despatched into the hills in 1861, the effects of which 
lasted for a few yeara ; but, in 1866, a most murderous 
raid was <x)mmitted on the Mymensingh district, and 
it was decided to establish a British officer in the hills. 
The success with which this expeziment was attended 
was very striking. Baids at once ceased, and since that 
date the southern frontier of the district has been 
undisturbed. A full account of the Garo troubles will 
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be found in the ICorth-East frontier of Bengal by Mr. 
(afterwards i^i^) Alexander Mackenzie, pages (245-261.) 

Goalpara has experienced several changes of juris- changes m 
diction, since first it came under British rule, 
permanently settled portion was originally part of the 
district of Eangpur. In 1822, it was formed into a 
separate district known as North-East Eangpur, which, 
together with the Garo Hills frontier, was placed in 
charge of Mr. David Scott, one of the first and the 
greStest of our administrators on the north-east 
firontier. After the c^ion of Assam in 1826, Goalpara 
was annexed to the Assam Valley division, but in 1867 
was transferred to the newly created Kuch Bihar 
Commissionership. In the following year it was placed 
for judicial priqioses under the Judicial Commissioner 
of Assam ; and it was finally incorporated in the new 
Province, when Assam was erected into a separate 
administration in 1874. The headquarters of the dis- 
trict were originally fixed at Goalpara^ but were 
transferred to Dhubri in 1879. It was at that time 
thought that the railway would soon be extended 
to the town, an event which did not take place 
tiU more than twenty years later, and it was consi- 
dered to be the most convenient centre for the super- 
vision of the overland route of immigration to the Pro- 
vince. Other arguments put forward were the facilities 
afforded for forest and land revenue administration, 
and the fact that Dhubri was a growing place and 
Goalpara a decaying one. Most of these arguments 
have been hardly justified by subsequent events. 
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Owing to the erosive action of the river, the growth of 
Bhnhri has received a serious check, and it is still a 
much smaller town than Goalpara. 

JbcduMoiogT. In the previous pages, it has been shown that Goalp^a, 
though forming a portion of several powerful king- 
doms, has generally been an outlying or frontier district, 
smd has never contained the capital of the king to 
whom it owned allegiance. The result is that there are 
hardly any archaeological remains of interest within 
its boundaries. At Bangamati, about six miles north- 
east of Gauripur town, there is a mosque which is said 
to have been built in 1687 A.I). Other remains which 
are situated on the hill are a masonry enclosure, in 
which a tiger is said to have been confined, and an 
idgarh, or place of prayer, with a deep well. The hill 
is now covered with thick jungle, but in the time of 
the Mughals it was the headquarters of the Imperial 
faujdar. Near Erishnai, there was a temple to Tuk- 
reswari which enjoyed some local repute. It was 
wrecked by the earthquake of 1897, and is now (1906) 
under reconstruction. Near North Salmara, there are 
the remains of extensive earthworks, about one mile 
in circumference, which are known as Ham Baja’s 
garh. At Jogighopa, there are small caves in the rocky 
eii& cwerhanging the Brahmaputra, which are said to 
have been sanctified by the various ascetics who from 
time to time have lived there. The hiUock at Bhubri 
is said to have been artificially constructed in 1666 
A. B., by the Mughsd army, under the orders of Guru 
Tez Bahadur, the famous Sikh, 
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Chapter III. 
THE PEOPLE. 


Area and Density— ToiR-ns and Villages— Growth of Population— 
^Migration — Sex and Marriage — Infirmities — Language — Caste 

and Tribe— Religion — Hindu Sects — Temples and Dhams — 
Animism— Muhammadanism — Christianity — Other religions — 

Occupations. 


The total aiea of the district is S,954 square miles, axm aaa 
the population in 1901 was 462,052, - and the density 
was thus 117 to the square mile. 

The district contains two small towns, Dhuhri and Vowns and 
Groalpara, and 1,461 Tillages. The villages are not, 
however, well defined units, clusters of huts whidi 
stand out clearly in the centre of the fields tilled by 
their inhabitants. Pice, the staple crop, is grown in 
wide plains, dotted over with clumps of bamboos and 
fruit trees in which are buried the houses of the cul- 
tivators, It is groves and not villages that the 
traveller sees when riding through the more densely 
populated portions of the district, and not a house can 
usually be discerned till he has penetrated this jungle 
of plantains, betel nut trees, and bamboos. There is 
generally no dearth of building sites, there are no 
communal lands, and there is nothing to keep the 
population together. Except in the Eastern Duars, 
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it is diMcult to tell where one village ends and another 
begins, or to which of the larger clumps of trees 
should he assigned the smaller clumps which are freely 
dotted about amongst the rice fields. The resiilt is 
that the statistics of villages are of little practical 
importance. Taldng them, however, for what they 
are worth, it appeare that villages as a rule run small, 
and in 1901 nearly half the total population were 
liring in hamlets with less than 600 inhabitants. 

•awrtkof The earliest estimate of the population on record 
is one submitted in 1853 to Mr. Moffatt Mills by the 
Deputy Collector in diarge of the thakhast survey. 
The Eastern Duars at that time formed part of Bhutan, 
and the population of the remainder of the district 
187 * mMi ^ ^ 141,638 souls. The first regular census 

Sw taken in 1872, and the figures in the margin show 

MBi mjM that the earlier estimate was probably too low. It is 
true that the Eastern Duars had been added in 1864, 
but the population of this tract in 1901 was only 72,0/2, 
The oensus of 1872 was admittedly incomplete, and 
the growth of the population can only be measured 
with any degree of accuracy from 1881. The total 
increase dining the next twenty years only amounted 
to 3 per cent. 

best test of natural growth however, to be 
fofond in the tablffi of birth place. Erom these it 
appears that the number of persons bom in Coalpaia 
and censused in the Province in 1901, was some 12,000 
more than the number so return^ in 1891, but a few 
hundreds less than the figura for 1881. This complete 
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absence of natiiral groTYth. is largely due to tbe rarages 
of &ala ascii', to wMcb reference mil be made in a 
subsequent chapter, but even apart from tbe effects of 
this dread disease, there seems to be something in the 
district unfaTourable to a rapid expansion of the 
population. This was the "view taken by IMlr. Moffatt 
lyfilTs in 1853. “]VIr. Bedford, however, informs me, 
that notwithstanding this influx of settlers, he does 
not t.hiiiTc the population is on the increase, in conse- 
quence of the great mortality annually caused by cholera 
and small pox. He says, mangoe topes, sooparie trees, 
and hamlets are to be seen deserted in some parts, the 
inhabitants having been carried off by these scourges, 
while in other parts land is being reclaimed and new 
villages are springing up.”* It is impossible at present 
to draw any definite conclusions as since 1881, the first 
year for which reliable figures are available, a special 
cause of high mortality, in the shape of kala azar^ has 
been in operation in liower and Central Assam. It is, 
however, significant that the popidation of Kuch Bihar, 
which adjoins Goalpara on the west, decreased by 
nearly 4 per cent, between 1881 and 1891, and by 2 per 
cent, in the next decade. In Bangpur too, another 
neighbouring district, there was no growth of population 
between 1872 and 1901, and, though of recent years the 
public health has been improving, the natural growth 
during the last decade was only about 1 per cent. The 
Terai at the foot of the Bhutan and Garo BQUs is un- 

* Report on the Province of Assam, by A. J. Moffatt Mills. Calcutta 1834. 
Goalpara, p. s. 


5 



u THE PEOPLE. [chap. in. 


doubtedly unhealthy. Infant marriage too, ■which, is 
extremely preralent in Goalpara, is certainly not a 
factor which conduces to a rapid growth of population. 

TariatioBby From Table IV in the Appendix it wiU be seen that 

i(ll1)nSUTisi02iS ^ ^ 

while the population of the Dhubri subdivision incaceased 
by 47,000 during the last twenty years of the century, 
the population of Goalpara declined by 31,000. It 
would not, however, be safe to infer that Goalpara 
alone is unhealthy, while Dhubri is flourishing and 
progressive. Kala azar is said to have been most virulent 
at the foot ot the Garo TTiUs, and that may have had 
something to do with the decrease in the Groalpara sub- 
division. Migration is, however, another important factor, _ 
and most of the emigration from the district is believed 
to go from the southern while most of the immigratipn 
is to the northern subdivision. There is probably also 
migration from Goalpara to Dhubri to which the census 
flgures give no clue. 

The tea industry, which is the principal cause of 
immigration to other districts of Assam, is of no impor- 
tance in Goalpara ; but, situated as it is on the conflnes 
of the Province, it receives a considerable number of 
foreigners, and 9 per cent, of the population ©misused 
there in 1901 had been bom outside AssaTn. The 
immigrants from Bengal numbered 33,803 or about six 
sevenths of the total. Nearly half of these Bengalis 
came from the neighbouring district of Bangpur, and 
almost all these natives of Bangpur were ©misused in 
the Dhubri subdivision. The number of emigrants to 
Bengal is, on the other hand, comparatively Tn 



CHAP, in.] 


THE PEOPLE. 


35 


1901, only 5,412 persons born in Assam, tbe great btilk 
of whom came no doubt from Goalpara, were censused 
in Rangpur, Jalpaigmd, and Kuch Bibar. Tbe other 
Provinces and States from which there were a consi- 
derable number of immigrants were the United Piwdn- 
ces, Hajputana, and Nepal. 

In 1901, there was a net loss to Goalpara of 7,293 
pereons from inter-district migi^ation within the Province. 
A considerable number of people cross the border into 
the plains portion of the Graro HiUs. Against this 
must be set the northward movement from the hills, 
but the net loss to Goalpara was nearly 6,000 souls. 
On the other hand, in its transactions with Kamrup, 
the district gained about 2,500 persons, the earthquake 
having seriously interfered with cultivation in the 
neighbourhood of Barpeta. In 1901, there were less 
than 4,500 natives of Goalpara who had emigrated to 
districts in the Province other than these two. Nearly 
1,500 of these persons were censused on the tea gardens. 

The proportion of women to men is lower in Goal- 
para than in any other district of the Province, with 
the exception of Sibsagar and Lakhimpur. The pro- 
portion has moreover a steady tendency to decrease.* 
The deficiency of women is partly due to immigration, 
men amongst the immigrant population largely exceed- 
ing the women in numbers. It is also partly due to a 
deficiency of women amongst the natives of the district. 
This deficiency is almost enth-ely due to the Hindus 
and Muham madans, as amongst the animistic tribes, who 

• Number of women to 1,000 men ISSl, 947 ; 1891, 911 ; 1901, 903. 
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form more than one-fourth of the total population, 
the iromen slightly exceed the men in numbers. It is 
a significant fact that in G-oalpara the followers of both 
of these religions marry their girls at a much earlier 
age than is usually the custom in Assam. There can 
be little doubt that this custom is prejudicial to female 
life, and in the Eeport on the Census of India for 1901 
it is shewn that the proportion of girls at the age of 
10-15 varies inversely with the number who are 
married at this period.* How marked is the difference 
between the customs of Goalpara and Assam Proper f 
with regard to the age of marriage, will be seen from 
the following abstract, which shows the percentage of 
Hindu girls at certain ages, who have performed the 
marriage ceremony, out of the total number living at 

Percentage girls married and widowed. 

Goalpara. Assam Proper 

«»4 4 "8 0*8 

62~4i ... ... X6*I 

Unmarried. 

... 7*2 ^ 38*7 

In Assam Proper, it is quite the exception for marriage 
to take place before the age of puberty, but in tbis 
respect Goalpara unfortunately conforms to the customs 
of ]Bengal. The figures quoted refer only to Hindus, 
but the Muhammadans of the dfetrict are, if anything, 
still more addicted to the practice. Even the animistic 
tribes marry earlier than k usual in Assam. 

• P 118. 

f Assam Proper consists ol tlie five upper districts of the Assam Valley, i e / 
Kamrnp, Darrang, Nowgong, Sibsagar and Lakhlmpur. 


tliat age^ 

Age. 

0-10 

10.15 

10-20 
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The TiSTial form of marriag-e amongst Hindus is the 
full hompura rite, which is described on page 63 
of the Heport on the Assam Census of 1901. The 
practice of ta, Icing a bride price is almost universal, 
even Brahmans receiving money for their daughters. 

The price asked for the girl depends to a great extent on 
the resources of the purchaser, and varies from Es. 20 
to Rs. 1,000. The average price is probably about 
Es. 100. A man who is too poor to pay cash for a girl 
works for some time in the -houses of his father-in-law 
as a ghorojia. Amongst the animistic tribes the essential 
portion of the ceremony is a feast of pork and rice 
washed down with great quantities of rice beer. The 
cost of such a wedding breakfast is about Es. 50. 

The abstract in the margin shows out of 10,000 males mfiruiitt*#- 


Insanity 

Goalpara 

S 

Assam 

5 

Indian 

Empire. 

3 

the number 
afSicted with 

Deaf mutism .. 

11 

9 

6 

the four spe- 

Blindness 

13 

10 

12 

cial infirmities 

Leprosy 

21 

13 

5 

selected for 


record at the Census of 1901. 

The district enjoys an extraordinary pre-eminence 
with regard to three out of four of these infirmities. 
The proportion of insane, blind, and leprous persons of 
both sexes in Groalpara, at each of the last three enumera- 
tions, was not exceeded by any other district in the plains 
of the Province, with the solitary exception of blind men 
in 1891, and even they stood a good second on the list. 
The proportion of deaf-mutes never fell below the 
average for the plains; but this, in view of the other 
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extraordinary record, migM almost be considered a matter 
for congratufetion. It has been suggested that the pre- 
vadenee of msardty may be due to a special predisposi- 
tion. of the KOch race to that form of disease. This 
theory deriyes some confirmation from the fact that the 
proportion of insane persons is exceptionally high in 
Euch Bihar and the neighbouring district of Eangpur. 
With regard to leprosy, Goalpara enjoys a position not 
craly of Provincial but even of Imperial eminence. In 
1901, there -were only three districts in the whole of the 
Indian Empire, with a larger proportion of male lepers. 
The causes which tend to increase or diminish the 
prevalence of this disease are still unknown. 

Bengali is the common language of the district, 
and was returned by 69 per cent, of the population 
in l^Ol. Assamese was spoken by less than three 
per cent. In both cases the form of dialect in use 
is far from pure. The tribesmen are, however, un- 
usually faithful to their own peculiar forms of speech, 
and nearly a fourth of the total population use 
Eachari, Babha, or Gfaro, all of which are closely 
akin. Many of the villagers in the Eastern Duars 
can understand no language other than their own. 
In the other districts of the Assam Valley the Tibeto- 
Barman tribes are generally bilingual, and know 
enough, of Assamese to enable them to carry on a 
conversation' with their Hindu neighbours. This is 
not the case in Goalpara, and in the Eastern Duars 
intercourse with the villagers is much restricted for 
any one who does not happen to have studied Meeh. 
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Hpmogeneity is the dominant note in the social .sys- .caste ana 
tern of Gk>alpara, and a single caste, the Fajbansi, form.*"'’*’ 
over one fourth of the total population. The ranks, 
of the Rajbansi are recruited from the aboriginal, 
tribes such as the Mech, Eabha, and Kachari, and. 
if they with the Koch, who are also akin, are added, 
this single group amounts to more than half the total 
population of the district. More than one fourth of the 
total population are Muhammadans, and less than a 
quarter of the whole is thus left for all .castes, and tribes 
outside the Eajbansi group. The higher castes., such .as. 
the Brahman and Kayastha, are by no means strongly 
represented. Even the Ehlitas, who stand for middle, 
class respectability in Assam and form so large a propor- 
tion of the population of Kamrup, are comparatively few 
in numbers. The same may be said of the.Kewats or 
Kaibarttas, who rank next after the Kalitas in the 
estimation of the Assamese. Goalpara never, however, 
formed part of the Ahom kingdom, and, though it is one 
of the districts of the Assam Valley, it belongs more to 
Northern Bengal than to Assam Proper. Brief notes 
are given in the following pages on the indigenous 
castes and tribes who had more than 5,000 members in 
the district in 1 901.* 

The Brahmans perform the offices usually allotted to.BrahniMw. 

Males ... 2,;)08. them in Bengal, and act. 

Females ... ^ ... 898 as priests, and officers, miuis- ■ 

terial or otherwise, of Government and the great land- 

♦Ati alphabetical glossary of all castes censused in Assam will be fonniJ in Phap 
XI of the Census Report for 1901 * 
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lords. Most of these men are foreigners, a fact which 
is clearly brought out by the disproportion between the 
sexes, there being nearly three males to every female. 
The Brahmans of Goalpara fall into four classes, Vaidik, 
Barhi, Barendra, and Kamrupi. The Vaidik Brahmans 
are descended from men of that caste who migrated from 
Upper India to Bengal about the eleventh century A. D., 
but the Barhi and Barendra septs have moved into 
the district in more recent times. Many of the 
Eamrupi Brahmans are priests who minister to castes 
comparatively low in the social scale. They also in- 
fringe the traditions of their caste by taking money for 
their daughters, a practice condemned by the orthodox. 

The Garos are a tribe of Bodo origin, the bulk of 

Kales ... B,438 "whom 816 to be fouud in the 

Xemaks ... that bear their name. 

-According to their own traditions they came originally 
from Tibet and settled in Euch Bihar. From there they 
were driven to Jogighopa, and thence to Gauhati, where 
they were enslaved by the Assamese. They were, how- 
ever, delivered by a Ehasi prince, and then travelled vid 
Boko to the Garo Hills. Most of the Garos are to be 
found in the hilly country on the outskirts of the Garo 
Hills . They live in better style than many of the lull 
1 a: 3 )es and are to some extent differentiated from other 
members of the Bodo family by the good position accord- 
ed to their women and the extraordinary scantiness of the 
national costume. A full account of the manners an/i 
customs of the Garos will be found in a Monograph on 
the Garo tribe which is now tmder preparation. 
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The Jugis are a lo’w caste whose traditional occii- suemt. 

Males 6,904 pation is weaTing, and who 

Females ... ... 6,900 aT 0 looked down tipon by 

their superiors in the social scale. like other humble 
castes they lay claim to a high origin. According 
to one account they are the offspring of Brahman 
widows and ascetics, while others assei’t that they are 
descended from Gorakshanath, who was an incarnation, 
of Siva. The Jugis in Goalpara support then preten- 
sions by laying claim to ceremonial purity. They are 
ta ki ng to infant marriage, and some even go so far as 
to assume the sacred thread. Very few Jugis now 
earn their living as wearers, and the caste as a whole 
has taken to agriculture as a means of liyelihood. 

In Goalpara, they form a comparatirely adyanced 
section of the community and declare that the period of 
depression through which the caste has passed was 
entirely due to the maleyolence of Ballal Sen. 

The Kacharis or Bara (mispronoimced Bodo), as they Kaonarias 

Males 7,843 themselycs, belong 

the great Bodo tribe, which 

is found, not only in the Brahmaputra Valley, but in the 
Garo Hills and in HiU Tippera, south of the Surma 
Valley. It is generally supposed that they are a section 
of the Indo-Chinese race, whose original habitat was 
somewhere between the upper water of the Yang-tse- 
kiang and the Hoang-ho, and that they gradually spread 
in successiye wares of immigration over the greater part 
of what is now the Prorince of Assam. This theory has 
much to recommend it and is to some extent confirmed 

6 
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by a prayer "wMcb is in use amongst tbe Dimasa* in tbe 
Kortb Cachar Hills. This prayer refers to a huge pepul 
tree growing near the confluence of the Dilao (Brahma- 
putra) and the Sagi. There the Encharis were born and 
increased greatly in numbers, and thence they trayelled 
by land and water till they reached Nilachal, the hill on 
which the temple of Khmakhya stands, in Kamrup. 
From Gauhati they migrated to Halali, and finally 
. settled in Dimapur. The inscriptions recorded on copper 
plates in the tenth and eleventh centuries A. B., refer 
to the conquest of Kamarupa by a foreign dynasty 
which was subsequently replaced by a long of the Mne 
of Naratf. It is possible that the Kacharis were the 
invadiog force, and on their expulsion from Gauhati 
they might not lumaturally have retreated towards the 
Dhansiri valley. 

voooaoMo- . The Eachari kingdom was one of the strongest 
of powers with which the Ahoms were confronted when 

^^^“*they entered the vaUey of the Brahmaputra. Their 
capital was located at Bimapur on the Bhansiri river, 
and at one time they were in possession of the western 
part of Sibsagar, and the greater part of the Howgong 
district. Bimapur was sacked by the Ahoms in 1636, 
and the Eachari king was compelled to move his capital 
to Maibang. Subsequently they migrated to the plains 
of Cachar, and the last representative of the line was 
assassinated there in 1830. It seems, however, doubtful 
whether the E'acharis who live on the north bfl.TiT;- of 


• The Dimasa ate the section of the Kacharis who live in the Cachar district, 
t Vide J. A. S. B, Vol LXVIl, Part i, No. i. 1898, page 99. 
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the Brahmaputra were eyer in any way connected with 
the king of Bimapur. 1 he one tribe style themselyes 
Bara, the other Dimasa, and, though both use languages 
of Bodo origin, the difference between plains Kachari 
and Dimasa is greater than that between Brench and 
Spanish. The two tribes sprang, no doubt, from the 
same stock, but there is no evidence to show that they 
were ever united by the tie of a common nationality, 
or that the Kachans of Groalpara were more closely 
connected with the Kacharis of North Cachar, than 
are the Babhas and Lalimgs. 

The following legend is prevalent amongst thei>iiiia,«a 
Bimasa. It would account for the separation of the^^^^* 
Bodo and Dimasa, but no traces of the story have been «>r 
foimd amongst the Kacharis of Goalpara. 

“ Long ago the Dimasa fought against a powerful tribe and 
were beaten in a pitched battle. Thej were compelled to give 
ground, but after a time further retreat was barred by a wide 
and deep river. In despair the king resolved to fight again on 
the following day: but in the night a god appeared to him and 
told him that the next morning the army could cross the river 
if they entered it at a spot where they saw a heron standing on 
the bank. No one, however, was to look back while the 
movement was in progress. The dream proved true. A heron 
was seen standing on the bank, and the king and a great portion 
of liis people crossed in safety. A man then turned to see 
whether his son was following, when the waters suddenly rose 
and swept away those who were iu the river bed and prevented 
the^ others from crossing. The Dimasa were those who succeed- 
ed in reaching the further bank in safety.” 

The ordinary Kachari of the north bank is an illiterate 
villager who has only vaguely heard of the Kacharis of 
Nowgong, hut knows that their language differs slightly 
from his own. He is quite innoceut of history, has 
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neTer heard of the Kachari raj, and as a source of infor- 
mation of anything prior to the immediate present is 
absolutely useless. A full account of the manners 
and customs of the Kacharis will be found in the 
Gazetteer of the Kamnip district. 

The following account of the Ealitas is taken from 
the Census Eeport of 1901 : — 

There is much uncertainty as to the origin of this caste. The 
Males ... ... 6,198 popular explanation is that Kali- 

Females .. ... 4,856 fas are Kshatriyas, who, fleeing 

from the wrath of Parasu Bam, concealed their caste and their 
persons in the jungles of Assam, and were thus called Kullupta. 
Other theories are that they are Kayasthas degraded for having 
taken to cultivation, an explanation which in itself seems some- 
what improbable, and is not supported, as far as 1 am aware, 
by any evidence, or that they are the old priestly caste of the 
Bodo tribe. The latter theory can hardly be said to account for 
their origin, and though it is possible that Kalitas may have 
originally acted as priests this fact throws little or no light on 
ihe problem of what the Kalitas are. The most plausible sugges- 
tion is that they are the remains of an Aryan colony, who settled 
in Assam at a time when the functional castes were still unknown 
in Bengal, and that the word ^ Kalita ' was originally applied to 
all Aryans who were not Brahmans. The Kalitas are divided 
into two main subdivisions, Bar and Saru, and into a number of 
professional sub-castes. In Upper Assam, Bar Kalitas are said 
to decline to use the plough, though they occasionally work with 
the spade, but there is no such restriction in Kamrup, where the 
great bulk of the caste is found. Cultivation is, in fact, the 
traditional occupation of the caste, and they even consent to work 
as coolies on tea gardens. usual procedure for a Kalita who 
has succeeded in rising above the necessity for manual labour, 
and is no longer compelled to follow the plough, is to call himself 
a Kalst or Kayasiha. Two explantions are given of the origin 
of the Saru Kalita — one that he is the offspring of persons who 
for three generations back have not been united by the * Tiom ' 
ceremony, the other that he is the child of a Bar Kalita and 
a Kewat woman. Whether the Bar Kalita can intermarry with, 
and eat kacIi^M with the Saru Kalita seems open to question, and 
the practice apparently varies in different districts ; but there 
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seems io be no doabi; tbafc the fnactional sabdivisions o£ tbe caste 
are debarred from the privilege of close intercourse with the Bar 
Kalita. These subdivisions are tbe Mali, Sonari, Kamar, Kum- 
har, Napit, Nat, Snri and Dhoba. The first two inter-marry 
with the Saru Kalita and also with the Kamar Kalita. The 
last four groups are endogamous. All these functional groups 
are to some extent looked down npon, probably because followers 
of these professions, who were not true Kalitas, have occasionally 
succeeded in obtaining admission within their ranks ; but the 
goldsmiths, from their wealth, have secured a good position in 
society. Kalitas have a good Brahman for their priest, and their 
water is taken by every caste, a fact which no doubt explains the 
high value attached to Kalita slaves in the time of the Assam 
Rajas, when two Koches could be purchased for the price of a 
single Kalita, though the Koch is generally tbe hardier and 
stronger man of the two.” 

Early marriage is common in Goalpara^ but not in 
Assam Propers except amongst the npper sections of 
the caste. ' They take, in fact, a liberal view of the 
relations between the sexes, and co-habitation is the 
essential part of marriage. Well-to-do Elalitas are in- 
variahly united by the kompura rite and employ a Brah- 
man, hut the poorer people often content themselves 
with the agehauldia or juron ceremonies, which consist 
of a feast to the villagers and a public acknowledgment 
of tbe position of the bride. Some authorities hold that 
this, though a valid form of marriage for the lower 
Assamese castes, is not sufficaent few the Elalita. They 
regard the hompura rite as the one essential ceremony 
of purification, but it can be performed after co-habita- 
tion has begun, and sometimes takes place after the 
dKith of the husband. An unmarried girl, who become 
pregnant, does not forfeit her position in the society, 
unless her lover is of a lower caste. 
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The Koches of Goalpara are quite distinct from the 
gygg Batoch of Kamrup, who 

Females ... ... 3,4!9 their Counterpart in 

Goalpara in the Rajbansi. The Goalpara Koch is, as a 
rule, a very humble person who eats pork and carries 
palanquins, and who is looked upon as inferior to the 
Mech or Eahha. 

The name Mech is popularly derived from Mlechcha, 

Male 36,804 and the proper tribal name 

Female ... ... 36,956 Jg USUally misprO- 

nouneed Bodo, which like many tribal names, means 
“ man.” The bulk of the Mech tribe inhabit the grassy 
uplands at the foot of the Himalayas, and they are 
believed to be absolutely identical with thej&acharis.* 

They were at one time divided into several sub- 
. divisions. The names of two of these, “the heaven 
bom,” swargiaritja, and the bnrgoariya, “ those who 
speak in the public assembly” suggest that there were 
originally sections < f the tribe who arrogated to them- 
selves a certain superiority over the common people. 
The names of the other sections which are called after 
the plantain, betel-nut, the tiger, fishes, etc., seem to 
be of totemistic origin. The subdivisions have fallen 
into practical desuetude, and are now neither endog- 
.amoos or exogamous sections. The only restriction 
on marriage, provided that it takes place within the 
tribe, is the one, common to most people, that prohibits 
the union of near relations. They abstain from beef, 

* Viswa Sing, the &st ijodi king is said to have been the son of a Mechani 
bjSivai 
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but eat pork and fowls and are naturally looked down 
upon “by tbeir Hindu neighbours. At the same time 
the Meches do not consider themselves to be by any 
means at the bottom of the social scale^ and decline to 
admit Garos, Rabhas, and the lowest Hindu castes 
into their community. 

The great bulk of the tribe live on the high grassy crops ana 
uplands at the foot of the Himalayas. Their villages 
are generally fenced in, but their standard of domestic 
architecture is distinctly low. They grow vegetables 
and fruit trees in their gardens, which are carefully 
fenced to keep out pigs and fowls, but the presence 
of these cr^tures gives the village a dirty and untidy 
appearance. Agriculture is their main occupation, and 
rice the staple crop grown. It is raised in fields which 
are irrigated from the hill streams, and which yield 
bumper crop though the soil is often poor and sandy. 

The water is brought in channels, sometimes several 
miles in length, dug by the combined labour of the 
villagers. The people are dirty in their habits, and 
extremely unsophisticated. Many of them hardly un- 
derstand a word of Bengali or Assamese, and such 
trade as is carried on is chiefly transacted by barter. 

They seldom go to market, but during the rains traders 
come up the rivers and exchange earthen pots, dried 
fish, salt, and other articles for rice, at rates of exchange 
which are usually fixed by the panchayat. Typical 
rates are 5 seers of paddy (unhusked rice) for one seer 
of salt, which is eq[uivalent to about 12 annas a maund 
for paddy and 6 seers of paddy for an earthen pot, whil^ 
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dried fisb fetches about twenty times its weight in graio. 
About half the produce of their rice fields is consumed 
by the Meches in the form of beer. They require bat 
little cash except to pay their revenue, and the little 
they require is obtained by the sale of mustard, or, 
where there is no land suited ior this crop, by worMng 
in the forests of the district. 

Unrriage in almost invariably adult, and it is thought 
desirable that the bride should be older than the groom. 
TOie price of a girl is usually about Rs. 100, and if the 
man cannot provide this sum he works in her father’s 
house, each year of service being valued at Es. 20. 
Pregnancy in an unmarried girl entails no disgrace, 
provided that the father of the child is a man of her 
own tribe, and is willing to mate an honest woman of 
On the occasion of the marriage swine or fowls 
are offered to the Bnra Reo, and the friends and re- 
lations are regaled with a Homeric feast. Wealthy 
Meches who have come nnder the influences of Hin- 
duism hum their dead, but the usual practice is to 
bray the -body, or simply to throw it into the jungle to 
be devoured by jackals. Their principal God is called 
Bura Deo, who is represented by tbe Siju or caotus 
found growing in every courtyard, but sacrifices are 
ako offered to a large number of minor deities. An 
oM woman called tbe deodhmi acts as tbe mediatrix 
with heaven, and takes a principal part in the pnjas 
performed at the harv^ting of the summer and winter 
rice. She a^so is called in in times of trouble to as- 
certain what deity is offend^, and how he best may be 
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ptojRtiated. Hinduism has, however, left its mart 
upon the simple tribal faith, and the Meches worship 
Mahadeo, Biahahari, Eali, and other Hindu deities. 

The fowls that they offer to these gods woidd, however, 
be a source of dire offence to the orthodox Hindu. 

They are saM to have vague ideas of a future life and 
of heaven and hell, but their theories on the subject 
are extremely hazy. 

The Namasudra or Chandal is a boating and fisbiTig »aanamia». 

Males ... ... 3,606 castc. Said by Manu to have 

Females ... ... 3,064 apmng from the union of a 

Brahman woman with a Sudra^ and therefore to be the 
low5^ of the low. They are a eheexfol and hardworking 
pei^ hat are heartily despis^ by their Hindu ne%h- 
boars. A degraded Brahman acts as their pn^st ajid the 
village barber decliues to shave them. A section of the 
Chandals has formed itself into a separate caste called 
Hira. They work as potters hut do not use the wheel, 
laying on the clay in strips. Many of the Chaaidais 
have now taken to agriculture as their occupation. 

The HaUias are a seoMon of the Bodo race and appear'®®****®* 

Male ... ... 13445 ^ ^ be an offshoot of the 

ai ... .. i8,6&i Their language- is 

dnsely akin to Garo, and their original habitat seems to 
have been the northern slopes of the Gai'o BjQIs. Cer- 
tain sections of the tribe which Hve on the borders of 
that district, have no word for north and south hut des- 
enbe the former idea by Bhutan, the latter by Tura^ 
a ^t which pretty cleariy indicates the locality from 
which they maginady came. Most of the Babhas have^ 
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however, left their ancestral home and settled in Dar- 
rang, Kamrup, and Gtoalpara. In the last named dis- 
trict the bulk of the tribe are to be found south of the 
Brahmaputra. 

The Eabhas are divided into the following seven 
sections — Eangdania, Pati, Maitariya, Eoch,Bitlia, Dahu- 
xia, and Sangha. The Eangdania lay claim'to a position 
of superiority, but inter-marriage is allowed with the 
i^tis and Maitariyas. Inter-marriage between the 
first three sections and the lower subdivisions of the 
caste is permitted, but only on payment of a fine of about 
Bs. 100. The Eabhas look down upon the Garos and 
in their turn are treated as inferiors by the Mech. Like 
the other animistic tribes they are fond of beer, pork, 
and chicken, but they abstain from beef. GPheir villages 
are not unlike those of the Mech, they have gardens 
and fruit trees, but pigs and fowls do much damage, 
and the homestead is very different from the green 
dankeiy of bamboos, fruit trees, and vegetables which 
surrounds the houses of the Hindus. Agriculture 
is iheir usual occupation and rice the staple crop 
grown. ‘ What money they require is usually ob- 
tained by sale of surplus produce or work in the 
forests of the district. Adult marriage is in vogue, 
and wives in Goalpara are said to be extremly cheap. 
As a rule they can be had for nothing, and it is only 
occasionally that the lover has to pay thirty or forty 
rupees for the object of his affections. Vermilion is 
smeared on the bride’s forehead, a practice which does 
not obtain amongst mcKst of the aboriginal tribes, but 
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the essential part of the ceremony is the killing of two 
fowls and the feasting of the villagers. The Pati 
Kahhas go further than this, and model their procedure 
as closely as possible on the Hindu ceremony. The 
dead, too. are generally burned, unless an epidemic is in 
progress when it is thought that the infection might be 
conveyed in the smoke of the fimeral pyre. Their chief 
god is called Rishi and is represented by a pot of rice 
on a bamboo platform, to which offerings of fowls and 
pigs are made. After death their souls are said to be 
absorbed into Rishi, a Buddhistic form of doctrine, but 
their views on this subject, like those of other anim istic 
trib^, are probably extremely vague. 

The Rajbansis of Goalpara are one of the race castes Bajbaasis. 

Males 58,746. Assam, and apparently 

Females ... ... 57 , 039 . correspond to the Bar Koch 

of Elamrup. The name Koch has, however, to be avoid- 
ed, as in Goalpara it is only used by a small and 
degraded section of the tribe, with whom the Rajbansi 
will have no concern. The Rajbansi or Koches, to 
use the title by which the tribe is more generally 
known, are common not only in Assam but in Northern 
Bengal. They appear to be of mixed lineage. On the 
west their affinities are with the Dravidian stock, on 
the east with the Mongolian. The centre of the Koch 
power was in Kuch Bihar, and in Goalpara the tribe 
were in a position to be much affected by the traditions 
of the ruling race. The Koch Raja and his court were 
a considerable factor in their lives, and the tribesmen 
have assumed the honorific title of Rajbansi, or “men 
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of royal stock.” There seems to be no doubt that the 
Koch and Rajhansi of Assam are one and the same 
caste, but in Eangpur, it is said that the Eajbansis 
seem to be a distinct tribe of Dravidian origin, possibly 
akin to the Tiyar, which affects to despise the Mongolian 
Koch.* Eajbansis are allowed to bring water for 
Brahmans, and they abstain entirely from pork and 
liquor. In matrimonial matters they display a ped- 
antic desire to conform to the dictate of orthodox 
Hinduism. In Assam Proper, marriage is usually 
adult, and the services of the priest are often dispensed 
with. In Goalpara, the Eajbansis regularly perform the 
Aomjyura rite, and marry their girls at a comparatively 
early age. Nearly 10 per cent, of the Eajbansi girls 
imder 12 had perfomed the marriage ceremony in 1901, 
as compared with less than 2 per cent, amongst the 
Kodies of Kamrup. The staple occupation of the caste 
is agriculture. Meches and Eabhas are said to be 
admitted into the category of Eajbansis on ccmversion, 
but they have first to pass through the preliminary 
stages of Madahij and Sarania. A Eajbansi who has 
risen in the world generally claims to be a Bhanga- 
Kshatriya and styles himself Das. 

Forty-four per cent, of the population in 1301 wwe 
Hindus, 28 per cent ’Muham m ad a n s , and 27 per cent. 
•mtm still faithful to their tribal forms of rdigion. 
The actual nomhezs returned under these three heads 
in each of the suMivisions, will be found in Table IV. 

83 per cent of tim Hindis returned the R ptwial 


on Hie Censmsof BeBgaI> 1901, page 382 
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sect to which they attorned. Of these, 6 per cent, des- 
cribed themselves as Saktists, or worshipper of the 
generative powers as manifested in the female ; 4 per 
cent, as followers of Siva; and 90 per cent, as Vaishna- 
vites. Nearly one fifth of the Yaishnavites were said 
to be Mahapumshias. 

'lids form of Hinduism is thus described in the 
Assam Census Report for 1901 : 

“ Sankar Deb. the apo.^tle of Vaishnavism iu Assam, was born 
in 1449 A.D., and was the descendant of a Kayastha, who 
according to traditions had been sent, with sis of his caste fellows 
and seven Brahmans, to Assam by the King of Kanaijpnr as a 
snbsiitnte for the Assamese prime minister, who had fled to his 
court for refuge. The licentious rites of Saktism had aroused his 
aversion while he was still a boy, and his desire to found a purer 
system of religion was Increased by the teachings of Chaitanya in 
Bengal. Like most reformers, ho met with vehement opposition 
from the supporters of the established order, and he was com- 
pelled to leave his home in Nowgong and to fly to the Inhos- 
pitable jangles of the Barpeta subdivision, where, in conjunction 
witii his diseipie, .Madhab Deb, he founded the Mahapurushia 
sect, the main tenets of which are the prohibition of idolatrv and 
sacrifice, disregard of caste, and the worship of God by hymns and 
prajers only. Sankar himself was, like a true follower of 
Chaitanya^ a vegetarian, but the low-caste people, who formed a 
large proportion of his ccm verts, found this injunction a counsel 
•f perfection, and the Mahapumshias are accordingly allowed 
to eat the_ flesh of game, but not of domesticated animals, 
though, with a subtlety only too common in this country, they 
observe the letter of the law, prohibiting the spilling of blood, by 
beating their victims to death. The great centre of the Maha- 
pnrnshia faith is the Sattra at Barpeta, where a large number of 
persons persist in living huddled together, in defiance of all the 
laws of sanitation, and resist with surprising pertinacity all efforts 
to improve their condition. They are a peculiarly bigotted people, 
and are strongly opposed to vaccination, with the result that the 
mortality from smallpox in the neighbourhood of the Sattra is 
exceptionally high. It was not long, however, before the Brahmans 
re-asserted their influence, and shortly after Sankar’s death, two of 
his follower^ who were members of this caste, established sects 
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called, after their founders, Damodariya and Hari Deb Panthi, 
wUch are distingnished from the Mahapnrashias by the respect 
p«d to the distinctions of caste and a certain tolerance of idolatry. 
A fourth sect was founded by one Gopal Deb, bnt it originally 
seems to have differed in no way from the Mabapnrnshia creed 
and snbsequentl)' its followers adopted the teachings of Deb 
Damodar. LTsere is, in fact, practically no distinction between 
the Damodariyas, the Hari Deb Pan this, and the Gopal Deb 
Panthis, and the Vaishnavites of the Assam Valley can be 
divided into the Mahapnrnshia and Bamnnia or *‘other 
Yaishnavas ” as they have been called in the census tables. The 
former will accept a Sudra as a religious guide, worship no god 
bnt Krishna, and are uncompromising in their hostility to idols ; 
the latter will only recognise Brahmans as their gosains, permit 
the adoration of other deities, such as Siva and Kali, in addition 
to that of Krishna and allow sacrifices to be offered in their 
faononr.” 

The Bamtinias are also more liberal in their diet, and 
will eat goats, pigeons, and ducks, a form of food that is 
not allowed to orthodox V aishnavites in Bengal. Madhab 
Deb, like most religious reformers, was a strict discipli- 
narwm. The story goes that the breach between Mm and 
Cropal Deb arose one stormy day when the party were 
retuTDing to Barpeta by Ixxit. Gopal Deb, anxious for 
the safety of his teacher, apostrophised the storm clouds 
passing ovorhead, and begged them to restrain their fury 
till Madhab had reached the shore in safety. This inno- 
cent remark was construed into an invocation of Taruna, 
the god of rain. Gopal Deb was denounced as an idola- 
ter, and was incontinently, by order of Madhab, flung 
out of the boat. Such treatment was enough to damp 
the enthusiasm of the most ardent disciple. Gopal Deb, 
wallowing in the water, gallantly shouted out defiance to 
his former leader, and warned him that in future he 
would he treated with uncompromising opposition. 
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A list of tlie temples, slirines, and dhams of Goalpaia 
is annexed, but none of these places are of any note. 
The most important shrines are the ones at Jogighopa, 
Tukreswari, and Madhab. It is said that the thigh of 
Sati fell on the Tukreswari hill, when her body was 
dismembered by Vishnu. The place is, however, only 
visited by the people of the neighbourhood, so that this 
tradition is evidently not accepted by the Saktist com- 
munity as a whole. A large number of monkeys live 
on the hill, and are fed by the devotees. The largest of 
these monkeys is styled their king and is served with 
food upon a silver dish. Dhams are priestly colleges, 
corresponding to the saitTos of Assam, occupied as a 
rule by a few Vaishnavite monks. The most important 
dham is the one at Bistupur. Both dhams and temples 
possess, as a rule, small grants of land. The word 
temple is, however, almost a misnomer, as there is seldom 
anything more than a small hut enclosing the lingwm 
or other sacred relic. 


Hame. 

Pargana in 
which 
sitnaied. 

Name. 

Pargana in 
which 
situated. 

TEMPLES. 

BkuM Subdivision. 

Alakjhari ... Ghurlla. 

Mahamaya ... Bagribari. 

Goalpara Subdivision. 

Bageswari ... Khuntaghat 

Buri Thaknrani .. Do. 

Chatiirbhtij* ... Do. 

Dugdhanath ... Do. 

Gopinath**' .. Do. 

Kala Chand Tbakur ... Do. 

KaliMangal Chandi ... Khuntaghat. 
Madan Mohan .. Do. 

Madhab* ... Do- 

Mahadeb ... Habraghat 

Mangal Chandi ... Khuntaghat 

Narsingbari . GoalparaTown. 

Radhakrishna ... Habraghat, 

Ram Chandra ... Khuntaghat. 

Sita Thakurani ... Do* 

Syam Rai ... Do. 

Syam Sundar ...GoalparaTown, 

Tukreswari .,. Habraghat. 


* There are tTfo temples of the same name in the same pargana* 
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Name. 

Pargana in 
which 
situated. 

1 Name. 

Parganna in 
which 
situated. 

DHAM3. 

Dhuhti Subdivision. 

Married Kayastha Gosain, 

Chhatrasal ... Ghurlla. 

QoaJfiara Subdimsion, 

Married Brahmm 

Kathalmuri Habragiiat. 

Married Eayaitba Qo$ 2 in. 

Baguan ... Mechpara. 

Balipur ... Khuntaghat. 

Bishtupur .. Do. 

Dalgoma Habraghat 

Ganah Gosain, 

Srijangram ... Khuntagb^, 


Twenty-seren per cent, of the poptilation in. 1901 
were still faithful to the primitive forms of tribal 
bdief usually described as animistic. Broadly speaking 
their religious beliefs seem to fall under the following 
heads. 

To account for the existence of the material world 
they put forward various theories, which are hardly 
more improbable than the stories of the creation given 
in most religious systems. Tiie way in which the 
world same into existence is, after all, a matter of 
no very great importance, and the essentiai object of 
religion is to ensure a aimfortable passage &®iugh life 
to its followers. No country or commmriiy is exempt 
j&ompam and troubto, and to the dwellers in the plains 
of Infe bas been allotted a feirly liberal proportion of 
the iMsjof 5fe. When t!^ cattle die, or small pox or 
cholera- visit the village, or other trouble comes, it is onfy 
natural to suppose that some body or something is the 
cause of these mMorkuina. The sin^ tribesmen then 
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endeavour to ascertain, the particular spii'it from whose 
displeasure they are suiffering, and try to appease him in 
whatever way they can. 'I'he bulk of the animistic 
population is found in the submontane tracts both 
north and south of the Brahmaputra. 

The effect of the Muhammadan occupation of 
Goalpara is to be seen in the fact that in 1901, nearly 
28 per cent, of the total population professed the faith 
of Islam, as compared with 9 per cent, in the neigh- 
bouring district of Kamrup. Practically all the Muham- 
madans belong to the Sunni sect. They are said to 
be fairly well grounded in the principles of their faitih 
and to have been little affected by Hindu superstitions. 

ISieie are no mosques of special smictity, and prayers 
are usually said in a thatched hut. In Hhubri, how- 
ever, there is the tomb of Shah AklM,r, who was one 
of the Panch Pirs, or five wise men, who are venerated 
by Hindus and Muhammadans alike in Eastern Bengal. 

Assam was always regarded by the Mnsalmans as a 
country of witeheraft and enchantments. Mir dumla 
aoBordin^y Bumnatmed the Planch Pirs to ids aid, as 
it was thought that they at any rate might overcome 
the spells of the Assamese, but unfortunately one of iliem 
succumbed himself and had to he buried in Hhubri. 

At the present day conversions to the faith of Islam 
are said to be far from common. 

In 1901, there were 3,4/95 Ohristians in Goalpara, a cari»tian«. 
figure whidt was only exceeded by the districts of 
tiie Khasi and Jaintia, and the Garo Hills. SuccessiFC 
enumeratioais have disclosed a c<msiderable incKsiae 

8 
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amongst the natire Christian population, the figures 
being, 1881, 392 ; 1891, 1,547 ; and 1901, 3,429. 2,122 
of these persons described themselTes as Baptists ; and 
•were censused in the Goalpara subdivision, where there 
is a branch of the American Baptist Mission ; 1,282 
were disciples of the Lutheran Mission that founded 
the Santal colony north of Dhubri, an account of which 
will be found in Chapter VII. 

There is a most prosperous Christian village at Nisan- 
gram, near Bamra, on the borders of the Garo Hills. 
This community was founded by two converted Garos, 
who in 1863, opened a school for Graro children at 
Bamra. They then proceeded to lease some flat land 
from the Bijni Baja, invited their fellow tribesmen 
from the hills, and founded a flourishing village com- 
munity at a place called Nisangram, which in 1904, 
occupied about 2,000 bighas of fertile and well irrigated 
rice land. There are about 150 houses in the village 
with its adjoining hamlets, 100 of which are occupied 
by Christian families. It is the largest Garo village in 
the Province, and the church numbered, in 1904, over 
700 members. The people support' their own pastor, 
and contribute to the maintenance of schools, and of six 
evangelists who are employed in preaching to the Garos. 
They also sulraciihe towards the support of an evan- 
gelist vforMng amongst a trihe in Upper Assam, They 
have hmlt, and contribute largely towards the support 
of three school in Nisangram, and have built a chapel 
with belfry and bell, glazed doors, and windows. Por 
thrift, prosperity, and general respectability the Garos 
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of Kisangram are an example to the remainder of the 
tribe. 

The figures in the margin give details for other winor 
Jains 4S7 religions that were not®*^*“’ 

Br4mM ’ ^60 strongly represented in the 

Sikhs .. ... ... 2 district at the census of 

1901. The Jains were most of them traders from 
Marwar. The Buddhists were Bhutias and N’epalese. 

The Brahmos represent the more highly educated 
section of the community and nearly all of them were 
living in Dhubri town. Though there are very few 
Sikhs in Goalpara, Dhubri, which is known to them 
as Damdam Guruduara, is a place of pilgrimage for 
the followers of the Sikh faith. The small hill at 
Dhubri is said to have been artificially constructed in 
1665 A. D., at the request of Guru Tez Bahadur. The 
Muhammadan army brought great quantities of earth 
on their shields from the Bangamati hill, and, when the 
Assamese flooded the country, they took refuge on the 
hillock they had so laboriously constructed. A small 
Sikh temple now stands at the foot of the hill. 

As in the rest of Assam agriculture is the ordinary occupation, 
occupation of the people, but the proportion of agri- 
culturists, (81 per cent.), though high, is considerably 
below the average for the Assam VaUey. The most 
densely populated portions of the district are perma- 
nently settled, and the number of persons supported 
by cultivation in 1901, who held direct from the state 
was only 72,700, as compared with 275,500 who were 
classified as tenants. The different classes of sub-tenure 
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and the lates of rent poid are discussed in the section 
on rents, wages, and prices. One of the most peculiar 
features in the economic organization of Assam, and 
one of the principal obstacles to its natural derelopmentj 
is the complete absence of a labouring dass. In this 
r^pect, Goalpara, at first sight, appears to differ from the 
rest of the Brahmaputra Talley, as, in 1901, nearly eight 
per cent, of the population were said to be supported 
by farm serrice and field labour. The g^eat majority 
of these labourers were, however, women. These 
women were, in all probability, only the wives and 
daughters of the ordinary cultivator, who help him to 
plant his seedlings and cut his paddy, and do not repre- 
sent a labouring class in the sense in which that word 
is ordinarily understood- Other occupations that in. 
1901 supported more than one per cent, of the total 
population, were fishing, dealing in grain, general labour, 
and begging. Most of the general labourers were 
employed on the railway which was under construction 
in the district in that year. The great majority of the 
grain dealers were women, and, like the agricultural 
labourers, were probably merely the wives and daughters 
of the petty farmer. With an urban population of cady 
a Httle over two per cent, of the whole, it is not to he 
eaqpected that noaa-agrieultural ooeupati<ms would be of 
fim«h importaome in the district. The occupations re- 
Corded at Iftte Ocsttsus of 1901 were divided into eight 
main dassses and the numbers returned under each head 
were as foIhwB : — 

Government or leas than half pmr ijent.. Pasture 
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and agrictdtirre 387,440, or 84 per cent.. Personal services 
5,538 or 1 per cent.. Preparation and supply of material 
substances 37,143, or 8 per cent.. Commerce transport 
and storage 7,403, or 2 per cent.. Professions 4,156 or 

1 per cent., UnsMUed labour not agricultural 10,654 or 

2 per cent.. Means of livelihood independent of occu- 
pation 8,071 or 2 per cent, total 462,052. 
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Chaptbb, IV. 

AGEIGULTUEE AND FORESTS. 


Crops grown — Rice — Mustard — Pulse — ^Fibres — Storage and threshing 
of grain — Agricultural implements — Sugarcane — Preparation of 
molasses — Causes affecting the productiveness of land — Garden 
crops — ^Tea — Yield and value of crops — General remarks — 
Livestock — ^Forests — Classification of reserved forests — System of 
management 


The staple food crop of the district is rice. Other 
importaat crops are mustard, pulse, and wheat, which 
is believed to cover about 10,000 acres in the western 
portion of the district. MUets, such as kam (setaria 
iUilicaJ and china (panicum miliacetmjf are grown on 
sandy soils which are exposed to flood, as they can 
nearly always be reaped before the waters rise. Jute 
is lastly grown for export ; and it is said that as much 
as 2,000 acres are under the tobacco plant. Sugar- 
cane is not much in favour, and the area under tea 
is insignificant. A little cotton is grown on the bins to 
the south of the district, but the bulk of the cotton 
that pa^es through Gk»lpara is imported fr o m the 
Gaio H i ll s. The general system of cultivation and 
the way in which the staple crops are raised is d^cribed 
in the foUowing paragraphs. 
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B/ice can lie classified under three main heads roa^ »io* : «>»• 
aslm or hitriy and hoa. Hoa dhm or transplanted paddy 
is first soTm in little beds or nurseries (fiichcm) near 
the homestead. The land is broken up in April or 
May, is ploughed five or six times, and is carefully 
manur^ with cowdung and sweepmgs. The soil is 
not, however, reduced to a puddle. The seed, which 
has been selected from the largest ears of the previous 
year’s crop, is sown broadcast over the bed m May and 
June, and, during the time that this operation is going 
on, water is sprinkled over the bed from a bamboo 
scoop. It comes up a rich emerald green, and at the 
beginning of summer th^e patches of the brightest 
gp^n herbage are a striking feature in the rural land- 
scape. In the meanwhile the fields are being got ready 
for the reception of the seedlings. The husbandman 
starts ploughing as soon as the soil is softened by the 
spring rain, and repeats the process from four to eight 
times, till he has reduced the land to a rich puddle 
of mud. After the third ploughing the field is 
harrowed, the little embankments, a few inches high, 
intended to retain the water are repaired, and if the 
fields adjoin the road or the village site they are fenced 
in with spHt bamboo. When the seedlings are about 
seven or eight weeks old, they are taken from the 
nurseiy bed and carried in large bundles to the field. 

Here they are planted out in handfuls (gucU), each 
of which contains four or five plants. The distance 
at which these handfuls are planted from one another 
depends upon the fertility of the soil, and on the time 
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At ■wbich. they are put out. Seedlings planted at the 
heginning of the season will be placed eighteen inches 
apturt, those planted later not more than six. It is 
not unfrequehtly the practice to steep the young plants 
in water before they are plante^'d out, and if they seem 
too luxuriant the tops are cut off when they are re~ 
mored from the nursery. Transplanting goes on fipom 
the beginning of July to the middle of September. 
13 ms w^k Is of a most arduous description and involves 
stooping for hours in a held of liquid mud, under the 
rays of a burning tropical sun. Before the end of the 
rains the m)p is fully grown, though the ears are still 
empty, but, about the beginning of October, they be^n 
to fill and the fidd to turn to a rich yellow. 

From the middle of Kovember to the middle of 
Jtmvmry haarvesting is gcdng on. The women grasp 
a hmrdful of ears and cut them off near the head. 
These handfuls i^rndhi) are tied up with a piece of 
sfcmw and left in the field for a few days to dry. When, 
the grain is ready to be transported to the granary, the 
are made into larger sheaves. Six to eight muthU 
fistm an atM, and five or six aihis a bt>fha. A bqfha, is 
then afSxed to either end of a sharp pointed bamboo 
Called bankm, and the load, whicfii is cafiedn bhtr and 
tstfried amross the shoulder, is taken to the homestead by 
men. The straw is not left in the fields as is cus* 
homaiy in Upper Assam, but is stored amd used as 
foddesr, and is gradually aeqmiing a comtmereial vrdne. 

Ashu is generally sown broad-cast, and is grown under 
two dififerent sets of oondifions. When sown on mar ahy 
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land the ■usual procedure is as follo'vrs. In May, the 
Jungle is cut do'wn and burnt, and the land left till 
toTRrards the end of the rains. The jungle that has 
sprung up in the interval is cleared in the same 'way, 
and ploughing begins at the beginning of February. 
The field is ploughed three times and harrowed, and 
the clods are broken up by a mallet. Another plough- 
ing and harrowing follow, the seed is so'wn, and the 
land again ploughed and harrowed to ensure that the 
grain becomes thoroughly mixed with the soil. When 
the plants are about six inches high they are harrowed 
again and weeded, and finally harvested about the 
middle of July. The crop is, however, a precarious 
one, and is liable to be destroyed by a sudden rise of 
the river. The plants can live under water for as much 
as a week, but if after this time the floods do not 
retire they are permanently destroyed. 

Ashu is sometimes sown in conj-unction with boa, in 
the hope that, if the earlier crop is destroyed, the longer 
stemmed and sturdier hoa may at any rate survive. It 
is also sown on high lands near the village site. The 
soil is poor, but is manured with the sweepings of the 
courtyard and the cowshed. Where grain is urgently 
required a crop of summer rice is sometimes taken frcan 
fields which are subsequently planted with 7'oa. This 
is seldom done except in the Ehuntaghat and Habra- 
ghat parganas. Ashu is also occasionally transplan'ted, 
the system of cultivation employed being substantially 
the same as that in force for roa. It is sown in the 
beginning of April, transplanted some six week later, 

8 



66 


AGRICULTURE AND FORESTS. 


[chap. IV. 


and reaped about the beginning of August. Trans- 
planted ashii is generally grown on irrigated land. The 
crop ripens earlier than roa and thus gives a quicker 
return on the labour expended in its production. 

Boa dhan is sown broadcast about the middle of 
3Iarch. It is grown in flooded tracts, and the embank- 
ments made between the fields are smaller than in the 
case of roa and are sometimes dispensed with altogether. 
It ripens about the beginning of December and is 
haiwested in the same way as roa. There are several 
kinds of hoa dhan, some of which increase in length as 
the water rises, so that the stelk finally attains to most 
extraordinary dimensions. One variety, which is known 
as lewa hoa, is said to be sometimes as much as 24 feet 
long. Mera hoa will grow to 16 feet in length, and 
keioa and mlmati to 18 feet. In Farbatjoar the longest 
variety is known as amnahmha. If there is a sudden 
flood and the rice is overtopped for any length of time 
the plant is drowned ; but, when the water rises gradu- 
ally, the rapid growth of the stalk keeps the ear above 
the level of the water. 

Mustard, as has been already said, is often grown in 
conjunction with ashv, on the riparian flats. The jungle 
is cut down in February and Martdi, and if the land 
cannot be prepare in time for siimmer rice, is allowed 
to rot upon the ground. What remains is burned in 
October, the stumps dug out, and the land is then 
ploughed over four or five times. The seed is sown 
about the end of October, and the plant is ready to be 
pulled from the field about the middle of January. It 
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is generally left to dry for a few clays, and is then tied 
in bundles and carried to the homestead, where it is 
threshed out by the cattle. Mustard is also grown on land 
which has been cropped with jute, and derives much 
benefit from the manure that is freely bestowed upon 
the latter crop. There is also a cjonsiderable area under 
mustard in the Bijni Duar. 

Pulse is either grown on the riparian flats or on the 
higher land which has been cropped with summer rice. 
The following are the principal varieties of pulse raised 
in Goalpara. Mash kalai, {phaseolm mimgo var. radia- 
ius) a large dark coloured variety. The seed is generally 
sown in September and the crop is ripe about three 
or four months later. Thaguri kalai smaller and 
lighter coloured ; mug {phaseoliis mango linn :) ; khesari 
{lathyms satitiis ) which is sown in October or Novem- 
ber and takes six months to ripen ; masuri (lens esoulentd) 
and malar (pisiim arvense) which are cultivated in 
much the same way as khesari \ and arhar (cajanm 
indiam) which is sown in April and May and takes 
about ten months to ripen. 

The cultivation of jute entails the expenditure of a 
considerable amoimt of time and trouble, and stiff 
soils are sometimes ploughed as many as ten times. 
When it is sown on land which has not been enriched 
by deposits of the river’s silt, maniue is extensively 
employed. The plants are cut in August and Septem- 
ber, stripped of their leaves, tied in bundles, and left 
to rot in pools of water for from fifteen to twenty days. 
When they are ready a handful of stems is taken up, 
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broken a foot or two from tbe lower end, and beaten to 
and fro in the water, till the inner part drops out 
The fibres are then dried and are ready for trans- 
port to the market. Small patches of hhunkhora or 
rhea {boehmeria nivea) are grown in the gardens of 
the fishing castes where they are heavily manured. 
The skin is stripped off from the stem and the fibre 
separated from the outer covering. The thread obtained 
is exceptionally strong and durable, but the difificulty 
of decortication has hitherto prevented the growth of 
rhea on a commercial scale. A little cotton is also 
grown on the hiUs in the south of the district. 

stontFsaad When the paddy is brought from the field it is at 
“^once threshed out by the cattle.* It is next passed 
thi'ough a sieve and placed in a flat bamboo tray called 
kula. It is then jerked into the air and allowed to 
fall back into the tray, or held aloft and dropped slowly 
to the ground, till gradually the chaff is carried off. 
Paddy is stored in separate granaries oiled gola^ but. 
mustard, pulse, and the smaller grains in huge drums 
called dhole. 

The agricultural implements in use are of a very 

tbarbMcfc. simple character. The plough is usually made from 
the mango or sal tree, or from some other hard 
wood, and consists of three parts — the handle and body, 
whidr are usually all in one piece, the pule, which 
joins the plough at the junction of the handle a n d the 
body, and the yoke, which is merely a jaeee of wood. 


• An eiperiment made Ig’ Mr. Danrah, D. L R. & A, showed that nine bullocks 

took onl^ 2 hoius and 8 minutes to out natds* ol paddy* 
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fastened by rope at right angles to the pole, with pegs 
affixed to it to keep it from sliding from the necks of 
the bullocks. The front portion of the body is sharp- 
ened to a point which is shod with iron. This piece 
of iron is the only portion of the plough which the 
ffimaear has to purchase. The r^t he usually makes 
for himself, though Garos and Meches sometimes make 
ploughs for sale. The whole instrument is suited to 
the wretched class of animal required to draw it. It 
weighs as a rule about 20 lbs. and when cattle are used 
the yoke seldom stands as much as 36 inches from the 
ground. When buffaloes are employed the plough 
is «>nstructed on a larger scale. It is obvious that 
such an implement can only penetrate from three to 
four inches into the soil, but the wretched quality of 
the plough cattle prohibits the use of a more effectiTe 
instrument. 

The harrow (moi) is generally a bamboo ladder about.oth« 
eight feet in length, on which two men stand as it is 
drawn across the field. It is used to crush the clods 
tmmed up by the plough before mustard or summer 
rice is sown, and to reduce the fields required for wet 
rice to puddle. It is prepared by the cultivator 
himself from the bamboos growing in his garden. 
Clods are broken by the mallet {kushi bar€) which is 
also made at home, Hoes (Jcodalis) are used to trim 
the embankments (ails) which help to retail the water. 

The head is bought in the bazar and costs from Re. 1 
to Re. 1-4, and is fitted with a shaft by the farmer 
himself. Sickles, with which the rice is reaped, have 
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also to be ptuchased, and cost from two to four aamas. 
Tti ashit cultivation a large wooden rake (hedhd), with 
teeth nearly one foot in length, is dragged over the 
crop by a-buUock, when the plants are about six inches 
high. The hacMn% a kind of trowel with a long handle, 
is used for weeding ashu rice. A large wooden mortar 
oran, and pestle gain^ are generally used to husk the 
paddy. 

Sugarcane {smchanm officmai'wm) is usually grown 
on high land near the village site, and, as the soil is poor, 
it has to be well manured with cowdung. The crop 
is propagated from the tops of the best canes, which 
are cut off at harvest time and kept in a shady place. 
One of these tops yields on the average about five 
canes, and, as they contain but little juice, the cultiva- 
tor does not sacrifice much of the gross product of his 
fields in the cause of reproduction. Four principal 
varieties of the plant are recognised. The m/ugi or white 
stands about seven feet high, and has yellow canes of 
a soft juicy texture. The rmgi is shorter, harder, and 
thinner, and the canes are of a deep red or even purple 
colour. The hJiagrm is tall, hard, and very thinj and, 
though it is does not yield so much juice as some of 
the other kinds, the quality of the molasses is very good. 
The red and white varieties of Bombay are tall a.Ti(l 
juicy, but the percentage of molasses obtamed from a 
given quantity of juice is rather small. The land is hoed 
up tiE it is reduced to a fine tilth, and the tops planted 
in trenches between April and June. The patch is 
fenced with ^lit bamboo, and there is usually a stout 
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hedge of arhar dal {ccycmm mdicm ) ; hut constant 
watching is required to scare away jackals and other 
animals, and an empty oil tin with a clapper is gener- 
ally to he seen suspended over each field. While the 
crop is growing it is continually hoed and weeded, and 
about August the leaves should he tied up round each 
cluster of canes, which is a troublesome proceeding. 

The earth from the ridges is heaped about the roots to 
strengthen their hold upon the soil, and this process is 
continued until the relative positions of the ridge and 
trench are reversed, and the canes stand upon ridges 
with the trenches in between. 

The iron sugarcane mill has now almost entirely dis- »rep»wi«M» 
placed the home made mill of wood. "When twelve or ®'“*^***- 
fifteen gallons of juice have been collected boiling 
begins. The furnace is hollowed out of the ground, 
and generally has two circular openings to receive 
the cauldrons, which are made of the most durable 
kinds of potters clay. WTien the juice has been reduced 
to the proper condition it is ladled into a wooden 
vessel and stirred for half an hour. As the stirring 
continues the liquid loses its dark brown colour, «.nd 
assumes the consistency and hue of yellow mud. Sugar 
is extracted from molasses by the following process. 

The molasses are placed in a bamboo basket on a bamboo 
stool which is set over a pan. The basket is covered 
with a kind of grass called hhav, which is continually 
sprinkled with water to keep it moist. At the end of 
about three weeks part of the molasses has crystaUized 
into white sugar {dalua olm£)\ the refuse 
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Twmh trickled into the basket and is generally used not 
to eat but to mix with tobacco. 

The fertility of the rice fields mainly depends upon the 
following fire causes, the water supply, the (quality of the 
soil, and the liability to injury from flood, wild animals 
and birds, and shade. The first named factor is probably 
of most importance, as irrigated land in the submontane 
tracts yields bumper crops from poor and sandy soil. 
The soil of the district varies from pure sand near the 
Brahmaputra, to clay so stiff as to be utterly unfit for 
cultivation. In popular parlance land is divided into the 
following four classes, according as it yields a 16, 
12, 8, or 4 anna crop — awel, d%em>, sttem, and ohaharam. 
The animals which do most injury to the crop, are pigs, 
and elephants and monkeys south of the Brahmaputra, 
field rats, and a bird called the Juaim. Serious damage is 
sometimes d(Hie by an insect called the gandhi {lepioGor- 
im mmtaj. It is a small bug which injures the rice plant 
by feeding on the stems and sucking all the sap from 
the young grains. It is most prevalent in July and 
August and is particularly en evidence during a spell of 
hot dry weather. High wind and rain drive it back 
into the jungle, and good results are obtained by light- 
ing fires of vegetable refuse to windward. The best 
r^edy of all is to collect Ihe insects by smearing a 
winnowing fan with some glutinous substance and 
pushing it over the ears of grain, when many of the 
bugs win be found adhering to the fan. This remedy 
riiould be tried in the morning or late afternoon, as the 
insects do not feed in the heat of the day. A worm 
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called utroonga also does damage to young plants. 

is wanted when roa is sown and is transplanted, 
but is not needed for the sowing of mhu and hoa. 
Dining every stage of its growth the plant is benefited 
by moderate showers, but rain is absolutely essential 
at the time when the ears are first appearing. Hail 
storms in December sometimes lay the crop and add 
materially to the cost of reaping, but fortunately are 
very local in their action. 

One of the most valuable of garden crops is the plan- oarden 
tain Cmm<t sapientumj. As many as ten main varieties 
of this tree are recognized, but the most important are plantain, 
those known as athm,mamia,ohmiehampa, zpcAmalhhog. 

The first two groups are again sub-divided into a con- 
iderable number of different species. The commonest 
form of athia is called hhim, a large tree which is found 
growing in the garden of nearly every house. The 
fruit is considered cool and wholesome, and is very 
generally used as food for infants. The nrnma is a 
somewhat smaller tree, with a white and slightly acid 
fruit. The malbhog and oheni chcmpa are small trees, 
whose fruit is much appreciated by Europeans. The 
athia plantain is generally grown near the homestead, 
where it can obtain a plentiful supply of manure. The 
finer varieties are planted at a little distance to protect 
them from the earth worms, whose attacks they are 
hardly strong enough to resist. Sandy soil and heavy 
clay check the growth of the plant, and anything in the 
shape of waterlogging is most injurious. The trees are 
placed in holes about a foot wide and eighteen inches 

10 
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deep, and are manured with cowdung, ashes, and sweep- 
ings, Yoiing saplings take ahont fourteen months to 
flower, and the flowers take from three to six months to 
turn to fruit. The plaintain tree plays many parts in 
addition to that of fruit purveyor. The flower and the 
inner part of the trunk are much esteemed as a vege- 
table, the leaves serve as plates, and the trunks are used 
for decorative purposes on occasions of ceremony, and as 
food for elephants. An alkaline solution distilled from 
the sheaths and the corm is often used in place of salt- 
These portions of the tree are sliced, dried, and reduced 
to ashes. The ashes are placed in an earthen pot in 
which there are several holes lightly plugged with straw. 
Water is then poured over them which dissolves the 
alkali and trickles through the holes into the receiver 
below. The resulting product, which is known as Jehar, 
is used in place of salt, as a hair wash, and as a mordent 
with certain dyes. 

Other garden The hetelnut {arem catecMi) is grown almost as 
universally as the plantain, and, with the bamboo, forms 
the great trinity of trees in which the houses of the 
villagers are usually embedded. The plantation is hoed 
up, and kept clear of weeds, and the trees are most 
liberally manured with cowdung. The pan vine ■ piper 
letle) is frequently trained up their stems, and the leaf 
and the nut, which are invariably eaten in conjunction, 
are thus grown side by side. Mangoes, jack fruit, 
lemons, and cocoanut are also common. Tobacco is a 
plant which is to be seen growing in the majority of 
gardens. The seedlings are raised in carefully manured 
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beds in August and September. At tlie beginning of 
November they are transplanted, watered for a few days, 
and protected from the sun by little sections of the 
plantain trunk. The bed is slightly hoed up two or 
three times, and not more than ten or twelve leaves are 
allowed to grow on each plant, the remainder being 
picked off as they appeal*. The leaves are first gathered 
in February and March, and there is a second but much 
inferior crop about two months later. If required for 
chewing they are dried under a shed. When the 
tobacco is destined for the pipe the leaves are piled in 
heaps till they ferment, cut up and mixed with 
molasses, and then are ready for the hookah. The 
commonest forma of vegetable grown are, spinach 
(fiasella alba)^ different kinds of arums {kaohu), difierent 
kinds of yams {diosoorea) and gom’ds, the common 
mallow lafa {malva vertiGillata), and radish mula 
{raphanm sativus), the sorrel chuka sag {^wmex vesi- 
carim, and the brinjal (solamm melongena), with 
potatoes, onions, garlic, chillies, ginger, and turmeric. 

Tea is a crop of no importance in Goalpara. There ®oa, 
are only four small gardens in the district which are 
situated at Lalkura, Marnai, and Tamai. The total 
area under plant is 700 acres. A full account of the tea 
industry will be found in the Gazetteers of the Sibsagar 
or Lakhimpur districts. 

The outturn of different crops varies according to the Ti.id and 
character of the season, and also to a great extent 

- . ° oropii. 

according to the character and leyel of the soil on which 
they are grown. The statement in the margin shows 
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the normal yield per acre laid down by the A grioultural 
Department. These figures only represent a general mean 

and even in a normal year 
lb. there are many fi.elds whose 
Ashu *850 outturn varies largely from 

the average. The yield of 
rice, it may be premised, is expressed in terms of 
hushed grain. Like the outturn the cash value of 
the crop can only be approximately ascertained. The 
prices obtained by the ryots vary to some extent in 
different parts of the district but probably average 
about Rs. I to 1-2 per maund of unhusked grain. 
Assuming that unhusked paddy yields 62 per cent, of 
clean rice, it would appear that the value of the har- 
vest from an acre of roa is from 20 to 22 rupees : 
and from one of mhu from 17 to 19 rupees. 

Generally speaking the Hindus and Muhammadans 
of Goalpara are more careful and scientific cultivators 
than the inhabitants of Upper As'sam.' Manure is 
used for mustard and jute, and in the south-western 
comer of the district the villagers keep their cattle in 
the fields so that they may enrich them with tbeir drop- 
pings. In the northern and eastern part of the district 
recourse is very generally had to irrigation. The villa- 
gers combine to dam the streams and bits, and carry the 
watar through little channels [dongs; to their Jfields. 
Many of these channels are several miles in length, and 
some of them have attained to the dimensions of con- 
siderable streams. New staples seem to be adopted 
more readily in Goalpara than in Upper Assam, Jute 
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is cultivated on a oonaiueroial scale, and potatoes and 
various kinds of millets and pulses are coining into 
favour. 

As in the rest of Assam the buffaloes are fine up- stock, 
standing animals, but the cattle as a rule are miserable 
little creatures. The goats are no better than the cattle 
and give very little milk. The only two varieties of buffa- 
loes which seem to be recognised in the district are the 
kachJiar and hangar. The former give a larger yield of 
milk and conseq[uently command a higher price. The 
price of a bull buffalo ranges from Rs. 10 to Bs. 60, 
and of a cow from Bs. 16 to Bs. 70. The average price 
seems to be about Bs. 30 for the one and Bs. 40 for the 
other. Bullocks cost from Bs. 30 to Bs. 40 the pair, • 
and cows from Bs. 10 to Bs. 16 each; though the 
price of a cow is said to be sometimes as low as Bs. 8, 
sometimes as high as Bs. 25. In the Eastern Buars, 
Nepalese cattle are occasionally to be found. They 
are said to be fine animals, almost as large as 
buffaloes. Cattle are grazed in swamps and marshes 
in the dry season, and on hills and high land lying 
waste in the rains. Generally spea-king there does 
not seem to be any dearth of suitable pasture land, 
and it is only in the south-western portion of the 
district that the cattle have to be fed on paddy straw 
in the rains. 

The southern half of the district is permanently sotMt*. 
settled and the Government forests are thus of necessity 
all situated in the Eastern Buars. They are divided 
into two classes, the reserves, which on June 30th 1904 
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covered an area of 787 square miles, and the unclassed 
state forests, -which on the same date covered an area 
of 558 square miles. Unclassed state forest is, however, 
simply waste land at the disposal of the Government. 
The villagers are allowed to take it up at -will for culti- 
vation, and the greater part of it is entirely destitute 
of anything in the shape of tree growth. 

The 787 square miles of reserved forest are classified 
as follows : the figures in brackets represent the area 
in square miles. Pure sal forest (163); mixed sal 
forest (46) ; mixed forest (178) ; evergreen forest (S3) ; 
sisu forest (4) ; khair forest (9) ; sisu and khair (26) ; 
grass land (183 ) ; land reserved for forest villages 
nearly all grass (66) ; rivers and swamps (24) ; other 
land (6). A considerable portion of the area shown 
as mixed forest would, however, be more properly classi- 
fied as grass land,* though, now that these savannahs 
are protected from fire, the tracts that are suitable 
for the growth of trees are rapidly filling up with 
soft timber. 

The reserves are seven in number. Bhumeswar is 
an isolated hill covering an area of 7 square miles in 
the extreme south east corner of the Sidli duar. It 
contains pure and mixed sal forest, but more than half 
the total area consists of precipitous slopes covered with 
rocks and grass. The Guma reserve is another isolated 
forest covering an area of 26 square miles, about 30 

* Vide page 6 Notes on the Goalpara Forest Division by Mr. T. J. 
Campbell. Shillong, 1896. This work is the authority for most of the state- 
ments made with regard to the Goalpara forests. 
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miles north of Dhuhri. The high land is covered with 
almost pure sal forest, and the strips of low lying 
ground with which it is intersected, are gradually filling 
up with sum f maohilus odoratissima ). The rest of the 
forests lie at the foot of the Bhutan Hills. The 
Kachugaon, Ripu, Bengtol, and Ohirang reserves form a 
compact hlooh, 658 square miles in area, in the north- 
west corner of the district. Then comes a stretch of 
unreserved land occupied hy the valley of the Ai, and 
in the north-east corner is the Bijni reserve which 
covers 196 square miles. 

The Kachugaon reserve covers an area of 66 square 
miles, and is situated to the south of the Hipu forest. 
It contains hardly any timber of value, but was con- 
stituted a reserve in 1902 to enable the department to 
establish forest villages, with the object of providing 
a permanent labour supply for the Ripu reserve. The 
Bipu forest lies at the foot of the Bhutan Hilla be- 
tween the Sankosh and the Saralbhanga, and covers an 
area of 235 square miles. The sal reaches its best 
development in this reserve on the ridges between the 
numerous streams. Khair and sisu ai*e found along 
the river beds, and there is a considerable area of mixed 
forest and grass land. The Chirang forest lies east of 
the Ripu and covers an area of 234 square miles. To 
the north it consists of evergreen foi’est, containing very 
valuable and weU grown timber though its inaccessibility 
has hitherto precluded its exploitation ; to tlie south it 
is well stocked with sal. The Bengtol forest, which 
lies east of Chirang, only covers an area of 23 square 
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It contains sal in clumps, but there are large 
areas of grass land which are gradually filling up with 
soft woods. Considerably more than half the Bijni 
reserve consisted originally of grass land, which has, 
under the influence of fire protection, rapidly filled up 
with soft woods. The balk of the remainder is mixed 
deciduous forest. Along the river banks there is a 
certain quantity of khair and sisu. No revenue has 
ever been realized from this reserve. The Bijni, Chi- 
rang, Ripu, and Guma forests were originally formed 
into reserves in 1875, and have since that date received 
various additions. The Bengtol and Bhumeswar hill 
reserves were not notified till 1883. 

»««• The following are the principal trees which are found 
in the district : — sal (shorea robmtq), sissu (dalbergia 
amoo), sam fartoearpm chaplasha), ohampa fmioheUa 
(Amitpaea), jarul or ajhar (lageratroamia jlos regmmjy 
gunserai (bimtamomtm glcmduliferum) ^ poma or toon 
(eedrela toonaj^ khair {(Wocm, catechu}^ sida (lager- 
stroemia paroifloraj , khakan (duahanga soneratioidesj , 
gugra (achkm molis), nahor (memia ferreaj^ dowM 
poma (alseodaphne J, patamari ( cmoora speetabilis ), simul 
(hombax malaibaricmm), bola (morm Icevigata), nria,Tn 
(bisohoffia jamnioa), aksi ( dillermia pentagyna ), kumbi 
(caxeya arborea), udal (steroulia villosa), harra (termi- 
imliot dtrvtia), solet (ierminaUa tomentosa), bahera 
( tenmnalia belerica), paroli or serpang ( stereospermvm 
€helomides)t jia ( garuga pirmafa ), and gomari ( gmelma 
(Wfborea). Sal is, however, the only timber in which 
there is any appreciable trade. 



CHAP. IV.] AGRICULTURE AND FORESTS. 


81 


A working plan for sal was prepared between 1889 sy*tejii of 
and 1894 for the period from 1893 to 19(>3. A simple 
plan for tre^ other than sal was introduced in 1896 for 
the same period. The girth of exploitable trees is fixed 
at 5 feet. These plans are now under revision. Owing 
to want of purchasers it has never been found possible 
to dispose of the total number of trees permitted by 
the plan, and in some years there has been a serious 
deficit. On the other hand where the demand has been 
equal to the fixed yield the prescribed number of trees 
was not found upon the ground, and the number of 
marketable trees was probably over estimated. 

Trees selected by purchasers are felled early in the 
year, and cut into logs between 6 and 7 feet 

in length, and over 2^ feet in girth. They are roughly 
dressed and rolled to the neighbourhood of the nearest 
river. Towards the end of the rains, when there is 
plenty of water but no risk of flood, they are attached 
to canoes and floated down. This precaution is neces- 
sary as the specific gravity of sal is greater than that of 
water. These dhwns are sold to purchasers from 
Eastern Bengal where they are used for boat building. 

There is also a considerable demand for sal posts, but 
this is principally met from the forests of the Zamin- 
dars. The construction of the Eastern Bengal State 
Eailway through the Goalpara district bas created a 
large demand for sleepers which has been met by the 
department. Labour is very diflELcult to procure and 
in order to facilitate the extraction of the timber 9^ 
miles of portable tramway have been purcba sed. 

11 



82 AGRICULTURE AND FORESTS. [chap. iv. 


Table VIII shows the revenue derived from each 
res^ve. The bulk of the receipts are obtained from 
the Ripu, Chirang, and Guma forests. Sal is sold 
standing at B.s. 10 per tree or annas six per cubic foot 
at present schedule rates. Dead and fallen sal timber 
is sold at the rates entered in the schedule at page 159 
of the Assam Forest Manual. First class trees other 
than sal sell at Bs. 6 each.* All other kinds at Rs. 2 
each. Sal logs at the sale depots are sold at Re. 1 per 
cubic foot for timber over 4 ft in girth, annas twelve 
for timber between 3 and 4 feet iu girth, and annas 
eight for logs under 3 feet. Sawn sal timber is now 
sold at Rs. 1-12 to Rs. 2 per cubic foot. Sleepers fetch 
Rs. 2 to Rs. 2-4 for metre gauge lines. The present 
sale depots are at Rilasipara on the Brahmaputra river, 
Bagribari on the Tipkai river, ICachukata on the Gora- 
fela river, and Barabadha on the Baunai river. For 
departmental purposes the forests are divided into four 
ranges, the Guma, Western, Eastern, and Bijni, ranges ; 
and the Western and Eastern ranges are further sub- 
divided into four circles. Fire and climbers do con- 
siderable injury. Table IX shows the area annually 
protected from fire and the cost incurred, and the out- 
tmm of timber and fuel from the reserves and unolassed 
state forests. Goalpara is the only district in the Assam 
Valley in which forest operations are carried on on a 
commercial scale. Work is, however, much hampered 
by the scarcity and high price of labour, and the diffi- 
culty of communications, and good management is 


* A list of these trees will be found at page 45 of the Assam Forest Manual. 
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required to ensiare a profit on departmental operations. 
The sal timber of Goalpara is exported by boat to 
Eastern and Lower Bengal, The principal market is at 
Dacca but the districts of Mymensingh, Pabna, Earid- 
pur, and Eangpur also absorb a large quantity. Hither- 
to transport by boat only has been possible, but the 
completion of the railway will probably alter present 
conditions by opening inland markets. 

Timber is also extracted from the forests of the®** 
Zamindars of Bijni, Chapar, Gauripur, Mechpara, and 
Parbatjoar. It is generally worked out in the form 
of poles. 
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Ohapxeb Y. 

ARTS AND INDUSTRIES. 


Industries — Silk — Pottery — Brass and Bell-Metal — Weaving — Lac — 
Mat-making — Fishing. 


xsaMMoa. The industries of Goalpara are of very small impor- 
tance. Tea is mannfactnredj hut the total output in 
1903 tras less than 200,000 Ihs. A full description 
of the system of manufacture will be found in the 
gazetteers of the Lakhimpur or Sibsagar districts. Other 
industries include the rearing of the eri silk worm, the 
manufacture of rough earthenware and metal vessels, 
the weaviug of cotton cloth, the rearing of the lac 
insect, and the manufacture of wickerwork mats and 
baskets. 

wut. The silk industry is not nearly so important as in 
Assam Proper. and miga are not reared and the 
only silk produced is that obtained from the eri worm. 
This worm (attacm ricini) derives its name from the 
eri or castor oil plant {tncinm commwnis) on which it 
is usually fed. Prom five to six broods are usually 
reared in the year, those which spin their cocoons in 
November, Pebruary, and Mhy yielding most silk. The 
females, when they emerge, are tied to pieces of reed, 
and are visited by the males who are left at liberty. 
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The eggs are hatched in the house and take from a 
week to fifteen days to mature. As soon as the worms 
appear they are placed on a tray, which is suspended 
in a place of safety, and fed on the leaves of the castor 
oil plant. When fuUy grown they are about 3^ incheg 
long and of a dirty white or green colour. After the 
fina.! moulting, the worms are transferred from the 
tray to forked twigs suspended across a piece of reed, 
and, when they are ready to spin, are placed on a 
bundle of dried plantain leaves or withered branches 
which is hung from the roof of the hut. The matrix 
of the cocoon is very gummy, and the silk, which is 
of a dirty white colour, has to be spun not reeled off. 

Before this is done the cocoons are softened by boiling 
them in water and a solution of alkali. Empty cocoons 
yield about three quarters of their weight in thread. 

The industry is not of very much importance and 
very little silk is prepared for sale. Bangjuli, North 
SaJmara, and the Eastern Buars are the chief silk 
producing tracts. The most useful garment made of 
eri is the hor kapor or gilap a large sheet sometimes 
as much as 20 feet in length by 6 feet wide, which 
is folded and used as a wrap in the cold weather. It 
costs from Bs. 8 to Bs. 12. 

Tke earth used by potters is generally a glutinous day, ’^‘’****’'- 
which is well moistened with water and freed from all 
extraneous substances. If it is too stiff some clean coarse 
sand is worked up with it. A well-kneaded lump of 
clay is then placed on the wheel, which is fixed hori- 
zontally and made to rotate rapidly. As the wheel 
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reTolres tiie potter "works tlie clay with. Ms fingers and 
gives it the desired shape. The vessel is then snn-dried, 
placed in a mould, and beaten into final shape rrith a 
mallet, a smooth stone being held the while against 
the inner s"ur£ace. It is then again sun-dried, the 
surface is polished, and it is ready for the kiln. The 
collection of the clay and firewood, the shaping of the 
utensils on the wheel, and the stacking of them in 
the kiln, form the men’s portion of the work. The 
women do the polishing and the final shaping. The 
Ki ras, however, do not use the wheel, but mould the 
vessel on a board, laying on the clay in strips, and the 
whole of this work is entrusted to the women. 

The instruments employed are — the wheel {oTmk) 
wMch is about three feet in diameter and rotates on a 
piece of hard wood fixed firmly in the ground, the mould 
{athali), a hollow basin 16 inches long by inches 
deep, the mallet {baliya piteni) , and the polisher {dkaki). 

The principal articles manufactured are cooking pots 
(fiari and paittd), large and small water jars {hulsi^ and 
bashna'^f and larger vessels (Jiari andy«K^a) with lamps, 
pipes, and drums. The profits of the business are said 
to be small, and the pottery made by local men is being 
gradually ousted by a superior quality of goods im- 
ported from Bengal, or made by potters from other 
parts of India, who come up to Gtoalpara in the winter 
and return to their homes before the breaking of the 
rains. The principal centres of the ’ industry are at 
I'akii^anj, Qauripur, itupsi Saiyapur, Rokakhata, 
Dubapara, and Marpai 
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Brass and Ijell metal utensils are only manu- 
factured by temporary visitors . from Sarthaibari and 
Hajo in Kamrup. Bell metal utensils are cast 
in moulds, but brass vessels are made out of tbin 
sheets of that metal which are beaten out and 
pieced together. The implements of the trade consist 
of anvils of different sizes {helmuri chatuli), hammers, 
pincers, and chisels Tiie furnace is simply a hollow 
in the floor of the hut, and the bellows ai’e made 
of goat’s skin. When it is desired to join two sheets of 
brass together, nicks are cut in one edge, info which the 
other edge is fitted, and the two are then beaten flat. 

A rough paste made of borax and pm, a substance 
which consists of three parts of sheet brass with one 
part of solder, is then smeared over the join. The metal 
is heated, the pm melts, and the union is complete. 

The principal articles manufactured are small flattish 
bowls often used as drinking cups {lotor, bati), jars for 
holding water (Jculsi ffagari), trays (sct/rai), boxes to carry 
betel nut and lime {tevna, tend), and large vessels used 
for boiling rice {tlali). 

The weaving of cotton cloths is carried on by rich w^avittg, 
and poor alike, and one or more looms are to be 
seen in the courtyard of almost every house. Though 
cotton is grown in the hills of the Province, and 
though many different dyes are to be found growing in 
its forests, the material employed is generally imported 
yam, which is supplied in the requisite shades by the 
village shop-keeper. The loom consists of four stout 
posts which are driven into the ground so as to make a 
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rectangle alwut 5/ 1 0' x 2' 6", and are joined together at 
the top by cross beams. The implements required for 
the conversion of raw cotton into cloth, and the system 
of manufacture followed are described in the minutest 
detail in a “ Monograph on the Cotton Fabrics of 
Assam,” published by the Superintendent of Government 
Printing at Calcutta in 1897. Descriptions of mecha- 
nical processes of this nature are, however, at their best 
unsatisfactory, and are hardly intelligible without a 
series of diagrams. The total cost of the w hole apparatus 
is about ten rupees, and as weaving only occupies the 
leisure moments of the women, the use of home made 
clothing helps to save the pocket of the villager. There 
is, however, but little doubt that weaving as an indus- 
try is commerciaUy a failure, the price obtained for 
the finished article being out of all proportion to the 
time expended on its production. The principal articles 
made are patmis or cloths worn by women which are 
tied above the breast, large cloths called gilap or bor 
kapor, smaller shawls pmihara^ and gamchas or napkins 
often worn on the head. 

laa- Lac is reared on various members of the ficus f amily 
such as pakH (ficus rumphii), and on arhar {cajamis 
indicm), buldobuk Qeydia calcyna), dhop (ficm alUssima)^ 
kukuraota {grema multifiora)^ and other trees, but 
as far as is known the quality of the product is not 
afiect^ by the tree on which the insect has been 
fed The method of propagation is as follows. Pieces 
of stick lac wntaining living insects are placed in 
baskets and tied on to the twigs of the tree on which 
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the next crop is to be grown After a few days the 
insects crawl on to the young branches and begin to 
feed and secrete the resin. They are left undisturbed 
for about six months and the twigs encrusted with the 
secretion are then picked off. A good sized tree yields 
from 30 seers to 2 maunds of stick lac, the best results 
being obtained from trees of moderate growtli, which do 
not contain too rich a supply of sap. Two crops are 
generally obtained in the year, the first being collected 
in May and June, the second in October and November. 

The first crop is largely used for seed and it is the second 
which supplies the bulk of the exported lac. Ants and 
the caterpillars of a s m all moth sometimes do much 
damage to the insect, and a heavy storm at the time 
when they are spreading over the tree will destroy them 
altogether. Almost all the lac produced is exported in 
the crude form of stick lac. Most of the lac is raised 
by Graros, Rabhas, and Kacharis, the principal centres 
of the industry being Rangjuli, Darangiri, and Dhup- 
dhara in the Habraghat pargana ; and Dharidhari, 

Makri, and Khormauza in the Mechpara pargani. The 
cultivation of lac has only recently been introduced into 
the Dhubri subdivision. 

Eour kinds of mats are made in Goalpara, «.e., Mat maiciiu?. 
kath, dhara, and kathiadhara. JPati mats are manufac- 
tured by the Fatia caste from the patidoia {maranta 
diehotoma), and cost from annas 8 to a rupee.- 
Math mats are made of moj {saechafv/m cilia^re) and 
are woven in a frame much as cotton is woven on the 
loom. They are generally made to use and not to sell,^ 
but if they come to market cost from Einnas 6 ha 

12 
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annas 10. Dhara mats are made of plaited Tjamboo, 
and kathiadhara of reed. Toys are also made of sola 
pith by Malakars and a few Rajbansis in parganas 
Ghnrla, Jamira, Parbatjoar, Ednmtaghat, and Kaln- 
malupara, who sometimes tmm-ont qnite artistic little 
images of gods and goddesses which cost some three or 
four rupees a piece. A rough kind of broad brimmed 
hat is also made from split bamboo and the leaves of 
the nahor (mema ferrea) or sal tree (shorea robmta.) 

She fishing] Pish are caught for home consumption by most sec- 

indnstoy.. Community, but the professional fisherman 

is looked down upon and is generally a member of one 
of the humble castes such as the Jhalo, the Dom or 
Nadiyal, and the Hira, Manjhi, and Malla, amongst the 
Bmdus ; and the Datia amongst the Muhammadans 
During the cold weather large quantities of fish are 
d^patched from Dhubri to Calcutta, and to various 
places in Kutdi Bihar and Rangpur in the neighbourhood 
of the railway. Pish is often salted or dried for use in 
Gkialpara, but is not generally exported in this state. 
The varieties most esteemed for the table are the hilsa 
( clupea ilisha), the rui {Idbeo rohitd), the chital {notop- 
fet'tis chitala), the bacha {eutropiAoMhys vacha), the 
magur {clarias magur), the ari {arim), the sol, the 
katla {caila huchanani) and the ghariya {belone comcila). 

The principal nets in use are (1) the uthar^ a large 
net which is spread on the surface of the water from a 
boat. The tides are weighted and sink together, and any 
fish that were swimming in the area covered are caught 
in the pockets round the weighted edges, (2) the jata 
a triangular net the two sides of which are fastened 
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to two l^mboos joined at tlie apes. A little below their 
jxuactioii the bamboos are fastened to two stont postSj on 
which they work on a pivot. The base of the net is 
allowed to sink into the water, and pressure is then 
applied to the vertex which raises the net and its con- 
tents. (3) the bihiH and langi nets, which are hung 
from crossed bamboos and are lowered from above into 
the water. (4) the tanapaji an oi'dinary di"ag net, (5) 
the ber 'paji, one end of which is fastened to a bamboo 
post in the water and the other end brought roxmd in a 
circle, which is gradually contracted till aU the fish 
within are caught ; and (6) the langi a net which has two 
of its coi ners tied a tittle above the water to two stout 
posts. The &ont of the net is then lowered into the 
fishery and drawn up again, much as a drawbridge is 
raised and lowered. The polo resembles a gigantic wine 
glass with a short stem made of wicker work. It is 
generally used by women who walk through shallow 
water and keep pressing the rim of the glass on the 
mud at the bottom. Any fish that are caught are 
removed through an opening at the top. The JuluM 
w a smaller kind of polo. The Jaka is a species of 
wicker work shovel, which, like thejpoZo, is generally 
used by women. They place the broad end of the 
shovel on the groimd before them, and trample up the 
mud so as to drive the small fry into it. Conical 
bamboo traps which are called dingaru, thupa, sepa^ 
gui, bhari, darM, kJiaidon and Jcatia are woiked on the 
principle of the lobster pot, and are placed in amalT 
streams or running water near the rice fields. 
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Ohaptek VI. 

ECONOMIC CONDITION -OE THE PEOPLE. 
COMMUNICATIONS, TEADE, TOWNS 
AND LOCAL BOAEDS. 


Rents — ^Wages — Prices — Food and dress — Dwellings — ^Economic con- 
dition of people — Conventional restrictions — Means of com- 
munication — Railways — Roads — Post and telegi*aph — Trade — 

Markets and fairs — Towns — ^Lccal Boards. 


The rent law in force in Goalpara is Act VIII. B. 0. 
of 1869. It is, however, seldom necessary to have 
recourse to law, and the total numher of rent and title 
suits instituted in 1903 was only 260. Over the greater 
part of the district the population is extremely sparse, 
and it is this, no doubt, that has tended to prevent the 
growth of intermediate tenures between the cultivator 
and the zamindar. Except in the Gauripur and Karai- 
bari estates and in pargana Taria, the man who actually 
tills the soil holds as a rule direct from the zamindar. 
The harari are a special class of tenant, who break np 
land without previous measurement, and acquire no 
xighte over the land so broken up. The suhhash tenants 
in the Bijni estate hold at privileged rates of revenue, 
but are required to render certain services to their land- 
lords. The relations between landlord and tenant seem 
to be satisfactory oh the whole. Eeuts, as wUl be seen 
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from Table XIV a, are not Hgb, and nowhere exceed 
Ee. 1 per UgTia for the best land oultirated with trans- 
planted rice; while, in less farourable localities, the rate 
assessed is not eyen half that sum. Such cesses as are 
levied aire not oppressive. In the Mechpara pargana, 
some opposition was of recent years aroused by the 
attempts of the landlord to levy a cess on forest produce 
removed for home consumption. Xo such charge is 
made either by Government or by the Bijni estate, and 
it was accordingly resented by the people. 

In the Guma duar, a tract of 26 square miles was The sa&tai 
reserved in 1880 for the use of Santals, who were to be 
settled there by members of the Norwegian Indian 
Home Mission to that tribe. The colonists pay no 
revenue for the land occupied by their homesteads, and 
rnpit and faringati land can be held free of revenue 
for the first year. In the second year they pay half 
the ordinary rates, and in the third year the full rates 
for the duar. In June 1904, the total number of 
colonists was 2,400 persons, who held nearly 3,200 acres 
of land or about one-fifth of the total area reserved for 
them. The people live in excellent houses, and the 
general appearance of their villages is one of quite 
unusual prosperity. 

The daily wages of an ordinary cooly range from 4 wa»«i. 
to 6 annas a day, but labour of this kind is not easily 
obtainable. Earm labourers are often paid in. kind. 

Servants are usually paid from Es. 3 to Rs. 6 per Inen- 
sem, in addition to their food. Advances are also given 
to induce them to take service. 
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Mom. 


Vood mtd 
dXOM. 


Average, 

1863-1872 

1873-1882 

1883-3892 

1893-1902 


rupee. 

20-5 

17-1 

15*1 

11*9 


The abstract in the majpgin shows the average number 
Seers per of seers of coimuon rice to 
be purchased for a rupee in 
each of the four decades 
ending with 1902. This 
statement shows a progressive rise in price, but the low 
average of the last decade is principally due to the fact 
that it includes several years in which famine was 
raging in India. In February 1904 and 1905, common 
rice was selling at Dhubri at the rate of 16 seers to the 
rupee. As the immense bulk of the population are cul- 
tivators, it is clear, that, so long as the local harvest is 
a good one, they do not suffer from a rise in prices. 
Since the reduction of the salt tax in 1903, the price 
of salt has fallen firom 10 seers to 12 seers, for the 
rupee. Pulse is fairly steady at Es. 2-8 the maund. 
Purther details with regard to prices will be found in 
Table X. 


The staple food of the people is boiled rice eaten with 
pulse, spices, and fish or vegetable curry. Amongst 
the well-to-do, pigeon or duck occasionally take the 
place of fish, but fish is a very common article of diet; 
Goats’ flesh is eaten by Muhammadans and members 
of the Saktist sect, and venison is always acceptable 
and is frequently procurable. The animistic tribes are 
very fond of pork, and consume large quantities of a 
strong fermented beer prepared firom rice. 

Sweatmeats usually consist of powdered grain mixed 
with mil k , sugar, and ghi. The ordinary form of dress 
for a villager is a cotton dAofi or waist-cloth, with a 
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Mg shawl or wrapper, and generally a cotton coat or 
waist-coat, Hindu and Muhammadan women wear 
a sari or piece of cotton cloth, 16 feet long and 
4 feet broad, which is fastened round the waist to form 
a petticoat and then brought over the head and shoul- 
der so as to cover the rest of the body. Mech and 
Eahha women wear a smock drawn tightly across the 
bust and reaching half way down the calf. Men gener- 
ally go bareheaded, hut sometimes twist a handkercMef 
round their heads when working in the fields, and on 
sunny and rainy days have recourse to leaf umbrellas. 

Wooden sandals are in great request amongst aU sec- 
tions of the community. 

The homestead of the ordinary peasant is generally swauuiffB. 
separated from the village path by a ditch or hank, on 
which there is often a fence of split bamboo. Inside 
there is a patch of beaten earth, which is always kept 
well swept and clean. Round this tiny courtyard stand 
two or three small houses which are often little more 
than huts. The whole premises are surrounded by a 
dense grove of bamboos, plantains, and areca nut trees, 
and there are often numerous specimens of the arum 
family covering the groTind. The effect is extremely 
picturesque, but the presence of aU these plants and 
trees Makes the whole place very damp and excludes all 
sun and air. At the back, there is generally a garden 
in wMch vegetables, tobacco, and other plants are grown. 

The walls of the house are made of reeds plastered with 
mud, or of split bamboo ; the roof, of thatch, the rafters 
and the posts of bamboo. I'he general standard of 
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arcMtecture is far from Mgh, but Hindus and Muham- 
madans generally occupy somewhat laj’ger and better 
built bouses than those that are usually seen in Upper 
Assam, and the houses of the Muhammadans are some- 
times quite commodious. The houses of the middle class 
are built on practically the same plan, but they aire larger, 
and wooden posts and beams are often used in place of 
bamboo. The furniture of the ordinary cultiyator is 
very simple, and consists of a few boxes, wickerwork 
stools and baskets, brass and bell metal utensils, glass 
bottles and earthen pots and pans. His bedding is a 
quilt made out of old clothes, and he either sleeps on a 
mat on the damp floor or on a small bamboo maoJian 
or platform. The well-to-do hare beds, tables, and 
chairs in their houses. 

Indebtedness is reported by the local oflcers to be 
Mrly common, but it is probably in few cases that it 
is of a serious character. The rate of interest charged 
is said to yary from 12 to 60 per cent, per annum* 
Money is usually borrowed to pay for cattle, or marriage 
or sradh ceremonies, or, as a temporary expedient, to 
satisfy the demands of the rent collector. Cash is 
generally obtained by the sale of paddy, mustard, or 
Jute, or by working in the forests. In this respect *the 
position of the Groalpara raiyat is not so satisfactory as 
iliat of the inhabitants of Upper Assam, as there is no 
garden population to absorb his surplus produce. [Die 
nadyes of the district seldom work as coolies. They 
supplied only a yery small part of the labour engaged 
in the construction of the railway, and the nmnber 
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of Meches, Rabhas, or Kaoharis wbo go to the tea 
gardens of Assam Proper is very small. 

Tbe people suffer from comparatively few conveii- coavenuonai 
tional restrictions, other than those common to aU *“*' 
Hindus- The Muhammadans do not plough upon a 
Priday. The Hindus abstain in the same way on the 
day when the moon is new and full, and on the last 
day of the month. In Bijni it is said that the villa- 
gers begin to transplant their roa paddy on a Wednes- 
day or a Thursday, and to sow the as7m on a Tuesday 
or a Saturday. The last two days are, however, consi- 
dered unsuitable for house building, and some hold 
that they are equally inauspicious for the transplanta- 
tion of paddy. 

In the early days of our occupation of the Province Means of 
coi^unications with the outer world were usuaUy 
maintained by water. The dak from Calcutta came 
overland via Rangpm*, but the road was almost impass- 
able in the rains. Boats took from twenty-five to 
thirty-five days to go from Goalpara to Calcutta, while 
the journey up stream occupied some eight days longer.* 

This was the state of things tiU 1848, when the 
Glovemment steamers were fii-st deputed to ply between 
Calcutta and Gauhati. The experiment was attended 
with success, and, in 1860, the India General Steam 
Navigation Company entered into a contract to run a 
pair of vessels every six weeks to Assam. Passengers 
were carried by these boats, but the journey, though 
not uncomfortable, was stiU. tedious and un certain. In 

* McCosh's topography of Assam page 9. 

13 
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1884, a daily service of mail steamers was started 
between Dibmgarh and Dbubri. From Dbubri a 
steamer pHed to Jatrapnr, wMch bad been connected 
by rail with Calcutta in 1884, Tbe ports of call in tbe 
Goalpara district are Dbubri, Bilasipara, Goalpara, 
and Dalgoma. At the present day (1905), a tbrougb 
steamer carrying tbe mails runs every day from Dbubri 
to Gaubati, and from Gaubati to Dbubri. Another 
vessel plies daily in eacb direction between Goalundo 
and Dibrugarb, and calls at all tbe ports in tbe Goalpara 
district. Large cargo steamers with attendant flats also 
visit these places at stated intervals. Cargo is carried 
by tbe smaller passenger boats as well as by tbe larger 
steamers, but tbe freights charged are naturally some- 
what higher. These steamers are owned and managed 
by tbe India General Steam Navigation Company, and 
tbe Rivers Steam Navigation Company. 

In 1902, Dbubri was connected with Calcutta by 
rail. Tbe Hne, which is a branch of tbe Eastern Ben- 
gal State Railway, enters tbe district at tbe Bishkboa 
Nadi, and passes by tbe stations of Golakganj, 
Balajan, and Gauripur before reaching Dbubri. From 
Gulatganj a line is now under construction which will 
pass tbroTogb tbe districts of Goalpara and Kamrup till 
it reaches Hie Brahmaputra at a point opposite Gaubati, 
tbe present terminus of tbe Assam Valley branch of tbe 
Assam Bengal Railway. There will be stations in Goal- 
para district at Basbari, Tipkai Sisapani, Fakiragram, 
Kokrajbar, Basugaon, Abbayapuri, and Bijni, but no 
portion of this line is as yet (1906) open to trafS.o. 
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Two i mnTr roads rim throiigli the district. The 
north tmnh road starts from Dhubri, and rims in a Dank, 
sweeping curve first west and then east, but always 
chiefly north, to Eachugaon nearly 50 miles away. 
There are inspection bimgalows at the following places, 
the figures in brackets indicate the length of the stage. 
Balajan (10 miles), Paglarhat miles), Bingdinga 
(lOf miles), and Eachugaon (19^ miles). At the 
latter place the road turns sharply to the east, and runs 
through the Eastern Duars to Eaha in Eamrup. There 
are inspection bungalows at the following places ; Saral- 
bhanga (11 nules), Garubhasa (8| miles) Sidli (6 miles), 
Papragaon (9 miles), Bijni (8 miles), and Eaha (lOf 
miles). An alternative route from Dhubri runs close 
to the Brahmaputra to Bilasipara, and thence, through 
Chapar and Eorth Salmara, to Eaha. There are in- 
spection bungalows at the following places ; Manipiu’ 

(17^ miles), Bilasipara (9.| miles), Chapar (17 miles). 
North Salmara (16 miles), and Eaha (17^ miles). 
Prom Bilasipara a road runs north which presently 
divides into two branches. The western arm joins 
the trunk road a little to the west of Patgaon or 
Saralbhanga. The eastern branch meets it at Garu- 
bhasa. On the former there are inspection bungalows 
at Sasargaon (lO miles', and Datma (10 miles), on the 
latter at Eokrajhar (14 miles). Another road runs 
north from Jogighopa through North Salmara, tiU it 
meets the trunk road near the point at which it crosses 
the river Ai. Access to Bengal is given by two roads 
which take ofl, the one at Eachugaon, the other near 
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Boads isouth 
of tlie Brah- 
maputra. 


Post and 
tologzaplu 


Pratapganj. There is an inspection bungalow on the 
former road at a point 13| miles west of Kachngaon, 
and on the latter road at Agamani. 

South of the Brahmaputra a road runs from Mani* 
harchar, past Fahirganj opposite Bhubri, to Bhup- 
dhara on the borders of Kamrup. There are inspec- 
tion bungalows at Ehaxuyabadha, Patakata, and Paldr- 
ganj. East of Ealdrganj the road is known as the 
south trunk road, and- is supplied with inspection 
bungalows at the following stages, Langrabhita 
(9 miles), Bakhipur (10|- miles), Baida (9^ miles) 
Agia (iO^ miles), Krishna! (8f miles), Eangjuli (16| 
miles), and Bhupdhara (in Kamrup 8| miles) Goal- 
para tOTm is connected with this trunk road, by roads 
that meet it at Agia, and at a point a little to the west 
of Krishnai. Another road runs from Bamra to the 
Brahmaputra near Balgoma. Minor roads to which 
no reference has been made are shown on the map 
appended to the Gazetteer. Altogether there were in 
the district in 1904, 159^ miles of road kept up by the 
Public Works Bepartment, and 856 miles maintained 
by the Local Boards. None of these roads are metaUed, 
and they are thus liable to be much cut up if asked to 
carry heavy trafdc in the rains. Many of the minor 
streams are spanned by good wooden bridges, but 
no less than 140 ferries are still maintained. Steam 
ferries ply across the Brahmaputra between Bhubri 
and Pakirganj and Goalpara and Jogighopa. 

The following statement shows that there has been 
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a large development of postal business in Goalpara 
since 1871. 


Number of post- 
offices in. 

Number of letters and 
post cards omitting 
thousands deli- 
vered in. 

Number of 
Savings Bank 
accounts in. 

Balance at the 
credit of the de- 
positors. 

1875.76 

1903-04. 

. 

1861-62 

1870-71. 

1903-04. 

1871-72. 

1903-04. 

1871-72 

1903 04. 

12 

84 

32 

60 

478 

29 

1,636 

800 

2 


The Savings Bank has also made satisfactory pro- 
giesa and considering the lo\y rate of interest allowed? 
the volume of deposits is considerable. The figures 
given for 1872 were returned after the bank bad only 
been opened for a few months. 

The mail is brought from Calcutta by the Eastern 
Bengal State Eailway up to Dhubri, and is distri- 
buted, as a rule by runners, over the district. A list 
of the post and telegraph oflncfs in Goalpara will be 
found in the appendix, 

1 he principal articles exported from the district 
are timber, mustard seed, jute, hides, unhusked rice, 
fish, silk cloth, betel nuts, cotton, and lac. The last 
two articles come for the most part from the Garo Hills 
and only pass through Goalpara. The articles received 
in exchange are European piece goods, salt, hardware, 
oil, tobacco, gram and pulse, flour, sugar, molasses, 
spices, bell metal utensils, and umbrellas. The prin- 
cipal centres of trade are Goalpara, Gauidpur, Dhubri, 


Trade. 
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Macikarchar, Bilasipara, and Bagribari. Jute is also 
espoited in considerable quantities from Patamari. 
ITearly all the wealthiest and most important merchants 
are Marwaris. The bulk of the export and import 
trade passes through their hands, and, in addition to 
this, they do a considerable retail business. In the 
larger marts there are shops kept by Muhammadans 
from Eastern Bengal, who sell grain, salt, oil, spices, 
lamps, cloths, stationery, and general haberdashery. 
Salt, oil, grain, umbrellas, and piece goods are the 
ordinary stock in trade of the village shopkeeper. 
The natives of the district have only succeeded in 
appropriating a comparatively small share of the retail 
trade, and the great majority of the shopkeepers are 
Marwaris, Bengalis, or Up-countrymen. A list of all 
towns or villages in which there are three or more 
permanent shops will be found in the appendix. 

Internal trade is largely carried on at markets, to 
which the villagers come with the produce of their farms. 
In the Eastern Duars this trade is generally carried on 
by barter. Boat loads of dried fish and earthen pots 
are brought up the rivers in the rains, and exchanged for' 
unhusked rice. The rate of exchange is fixed by a 
panchayat. Dried fish fetches from twelve to twenty 
times its weight in paddy, and five or six seers of 
paddy are given for each pot. A. list of the villages 
in which markets are held is appended to this volume. 
In addition to these markets ' there are a few fairs, 
held on the occasion of religious festivals. A list of 
these fairs is given beloW| but none of them are of 
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very much inportance. 


j 

Name of place at j 
which fair is held* 

1 

Pargana in 
which situated. 

Date on which 
held. 

Estimated 
number 
of people 
attending. 

Chhatrasal 

Ghurlla 

Middle ctf March ... 

25,000 

Dalgoma 

Habraghat 

End of January or 
beginning of Peb- 
i roary. 

tea or 800 

Dhubri 

Jamira 

Middle of April 

6,000 

Gauripur 

Do. 

Do. 

3 000 

Do. 

DO. 

Middle of July 

3,000 


The greater part of the total trade still enters and 
leaves the district by water, and much of it is carried 
by country boat. The rivers also take a very promi- 
nent part in the distribution of the internal trade of 
the district. 

The transfrontier trade carried on with Bhutan is of 
very small importance, and the total annual value does 
not exceed six or seven thousand rupees. The principal 
import hs rubber, the principal export silk. 

The only three places in the district that are worthy 
of the name of town are Dhubri, Goalpara, and Gauri* 
pur. Dhubri is situated on the right hank of the Brah- 
maputra in 26* r N. and 89* 59' E., at the point where 
the river turns south to enter the plains of Bengal. 
The town is connected by rail with Calcutta, and is a 
port of call for the river steamers, while a steam ferry 
which plies on the Brahmaputra connects it with the 
trunk road that runs along the south bank of the river 


Towns 
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up to Saikhoa. It is thus favourably placed as regards 
coumaunications, but the development of the town is 
hindered by the fact that it occupies a small spit of 
land, about one-third of a square mile in area, which 
suffers severely from the erosive action of the Brahma- 
putra. The population shows no tendency to increase, 
and was 2,893 in 1881 ; 4,825 in 1891 ; and 3,737 in 
1901. The headquarters of the district were trans 
ferred from Goalpara to Dhubri in 1879. In addition 
to the usual public offices the town contains a smal 
church, a jail which has accommodation for 34 persons, 
a high school, a public library, a town hall, and a marble 
statue of Queen Victoria. There is -a considei'able 
export trade in jute, but business is tending to leave the 
place for other centres, such as Bagribari and Gauripur, 
as merchants are nnwilling to sink money in warehouses 
on ground which is liable to be carried away by the 
river. 

Dhubri was constituted a municipality under Act V 
(B. 0.) of 1876, and subsequently Act III (B. O.) of 
1884 was extended to the town in 1901. There are ten 
municipal commissioners, six of whom are elected, two 
are nominated, and two are ex-officio members. The 
principal sources of income are a tax on holdings at the 
rate of 6^ per cent, of their annual value, a latrine 
rate, and the fees levied in the municipal market, 
Detaik will be found in Table XVII. There are nearly 
7 miles of road within municipal limits, 2^ of which are 
metalled. Drinking water is obtaiud from the Br ahma- 
putra, and from three public and ten private wells. The 
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town is well lighted sind in spitei of its small size has 
no less than 52 lamps. 

Goalpara is the largest town in the district, and is 
situated on the south bank of tho Brahmaputra in 
26%10' N. and 90%38^ E. .Prior to 1879 it was the 
headquarters of the district, and since the transfer the 
population of the town has shown no tendency to in- 
crease. The figures recorded at the three last enumera- 
tions were ; 1881, 6,697 ; 1891, 5,440 ; 1901, 6,287. 

In addition to the magistrate’s court, the public build- 
ings include a small jail, a high school, a hospital with 
eighteen beds, post and telegraph offices, a police station, 
and a circuit house. Nearly all of these buildings are 
situated on a hill, whose summit is 400 feet above the 
level of the sea. This hill is surrounded on two sides 
by the Brahmaputra, and commands a fine view across 
the valley of that river, which at this point is much 
broken up by outlying ranges of hills. The native town 
is situated on the plain to the west of the hill, and, 
after the earthquake of 1897, sank below flood level. 
Embankments, fitted with sluice gates, have recently 
been erected, which protect the town from the floods of 
the Brahmaputra. The lower parts are, however, water- 
logged by accumulations of rain water, which cannot 
be drained off till the river falls, and the shops and 
houses present a somewhat dilapidated appearance, 

Goalpara was constituted a municipality under Act T 
(B. 0.) of 1876 in 1878. There are nine' municipal 
commissioners, eight of whom are elected By the rate 
payexu From Table XVII it will be seeu^ that about 

14 


Goftlpara 
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one-third of the municipal income was derived from 
a tax on persons, hut the total income in 1900-01 
was less than Rs. 7,000. The town covers an area of 
square miles, and is served by miles of metalled 
and 10|- miles of unmetalled road. Drinking water is 
obtained from the Brahmaputra, from three tanks, six 
masonry wells, and a large number of private water 
holes. 

Gauripur is a flourishing little town on the right 
bank of the Gadadhar river about five miles north of 
Dhubri. The zamindar of the Gauripur estate has 
a fine house here, and there is a high school, a dispen- 
sary, and a post and telegraph office. There is a con- 
siderable settlement of Marwari merchants, who do a 
large trade in jute, mustard seed, and piece goods, and 
there are blacksmiths, wheelwrights, potters, gold- 
smiths, confectioners, and the full complement of shop- 
keepers and artizans found in a small Indian town. 
There is also a large daily bazar where the ordinary 
products of the country can be obtained. The wants of 
the outer as well as of the inner man are not forgotten, 
and there are fifteen or sixteen sewing machines in the 
bazar which are diligently used for the manufacture of 
cheap clothing. 

In 1874, when. Assam was erected into a separate 
Administration, the Government of India assigned one 
seventeenth of the net land revenue for local purposes. 
The district improvement fund was then started, and 
the administration of its resources was as before en- 
trusted to the Deputy Commissioner assisted by a 



CHAP. VI.] ECONOMIC CONDITION OF PEOPLE, &c. 107 


committee. The actual amoont placed at their disposal 
was not large and in 1875-76, the total income of the 
district funds of the Province was only Ks. 1,85,000, 
which was a small sum in comparison with the twelve 
and a half lakhs of rupees received by the liocal Boards 
in 1903-04* In 1879, a Begulation was passed, provid- 
ing for the levy of a local rate, and the appointment 
of a committee in each district to control the expendi- 
ture on roads, primary education, and the district post. 
Three years later the district committees were abolished 
by executive order, and their place was taken by boards 
established in each subdivision, which are the local 
authorities in existence at the present day. The De- 
puty Commissioner is chairman of the board of the head 
quarters subdivision; the Goalpara board is presided 
over by the Subdivisional OfGLcer. The Local Boards 
are entrusted with the maintenance of all local roads 
within their jurisdiction, the provision and maintenance 
of local staging bungalows and dispensaries, and the 
supervision of village sanitation, vaccination, and the 
district post. They are also in charge of primary 
education, subject to the general control of the Educa- 
tion Department, and are empowered to make grants- 
in-aid to schools of higher grade, subject to certain 
rules. Eor these purposes, they have placed at their 
disposal the rate which is levied under the Assam 
Local Bates Begulation of 1879, at the rate of one 
anna per rupee on the annual value of lands, as well 
as the su^lus income of pounds and ferries, and some 
minor receipts. This income is supplemented by sm 
an nu a l grant from Provincial funds. The principal 
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Iieads of mcome and expenditure are siiown in Table 
XVI. The annual budgets of the boards are submitted 
to the Commissioner for sanction. Estimates for 
all worts costing Es. 500 or oyer must be submitted 
to the Public “Works Department for approval, and 
important works, req^uiring much professional sldll, are 
made over for execution to that department. Less 
important works are entrusted to the board overseers. 
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Chapter VII. 

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


Land revenue. The permanently settled estates—Historj’ of the great 
Zamindaries — ^The Eastern Duars — ^Land revenue collection — 
Town lands — Excise — Opium — Country spirit — ^Laopani — Ganja — 
Income tax — Stamps — Public Works — Government — Criminal and 
Civil Justice — Registration — Police— Jails — ^Education — Medical — 
Vital statistics — Surveys. 


Fop the purposes of land revenue administration taad 
Goalpara consists of two distinct tracts, (1) the area”! “°*l! !^ 
covered hy the jurisdiction of the three thanas of 
Goalpara, Dhuhri, and Karaibari, as that jurisdiction*"***** 
stood in 1822 ; and (2) the Eastern Duars, which are 
situated in the north of the district and were annexed 
in 1864f, after the failnre of Mr. Eden’s Mission to 
Bhutan. 

The history of the permanently, settled estates is 
closely bound up with the history of the district, and 
of the great families of landlords. After the downfall 
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of the Eoch kingdom and the •withdrawal of Mir Jnmla 
from Assam in 1663 A. D., the Manas was fixed as the 
eastern limit of the Musalman dominions. The greater 
part of Goalpara seems to have been originally held 
at a low rate of tribute by the descendants of the Koch 
Mng, Parikshit, and, though they were no longer in 
theory independent princes, the Koch zamindars must 
have been princes in almost everything but name. 
Might, however, was largely right in a frontier district 
in those troublous times, and various other chieftains 
succeeded in securing broad tracts of territory for 
themselves. 

A very light assessment was imposed upon these 
zamindai’s. They were lords of the marches, and from 
people of that class it has never been the practice in 
any age to require heavy contributions towards the 
exchequer of the central government. The assessment 
on the Bijni estate was originally fixed at Ks. 6,998, 
which was afterwards commuted to an annual contri- 
bution of 68 elephants. The zamindars of Karaibari, 
Kalumalupara, and Ghurla similarly paid their dues 
in cotton.* When the British acquired the dewcmi of 
the district, this tribute was accepted as land revenue. 
No settlement in detail was ever made, and it is doubt- 
ful whether Goalpara was included in the great decen- 
nial settlement which was made permanent in 1793. 
Government has not, however, thought fit to dispute 
the title of the zamindars. 

♦ Vide Mills’ Report on Assam and a note by Mr. Forbes in 1875, of which 
an abstract has been given in a paper by Mr. E. A. Gait, C. S , on the Koch 
Kings of Kamrupa, in J. A. S. B., Vol. LXII, part 1, No. 4. 1893. 
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The following statement gives details with regard toj*^^** 
the various pennanently settled estates : 


Name of Proprietor. 

Name of Estate. 

Area in 

Estimated 
cultivated 
urea m 
acres. 

Bevenne 

demand. 

BijniBani 

Ganripnr Baja ... 

Habraghatand Ehuntaghat 

942*63 

102,478 

Bs. A. F. 

2,355-1 0 

Ghnrla. Jamira, Makrampnr, 
and Aurangabad 

42.3*54 

147,006 

3,299-11-0 


Kalumalupara 

54*98 

17 787 

J,7UC-ll-0 


GolaAlamganj 

18*24 

569 

21-6-0 


Kayarpar 


11 

13-8-0 


Noabad Patnn 

2*69 

1,431 

11-12-0 


Bhnbri .« ... «• 

.. 

... 

25- 10-0 


Total ... 

494*45 

166,804 

6,078-10-0 

Mecbpaxa &mindars .. 

Mechjara 

899*21 

87,163 

2,1' 5-10-0 


Taluk Goalpara ... •• 


1680 

59-14-0 


Bekdhoa ... 


73 

25-0-0 


Bhar Brahmaputra 

... 

118 

45-0*0 


Total ... 

899*21 

39,034 

2,235-8-0 

Chapar Zamindar ... 

Chapar Eashba Gila 

201*49 

11,248 



Eajipara •• 

.. 

442 

22-60 


Total 

201-49 

11.690 

626-3-0 

Parbaijoar Zamindars 

Parbaljoar 

275*89 

18,962 

547-10‘0 

Karaibad Zamindars ... 

Kaxaibari 12 annas share 

50-84 

13,246 

« 


Bo. 4 annas share 

... 

1,971 

* 


Total 

50-84 

15,217 


Gatuipnr and Parbatjoar 
Zfunindara •• 

Taria •* 

19-11 

9,671 

98-7-0 


Settled invalid Bakhiraj 
XJchita, etc. 


2,866 

447-3-0 


Resumed Lakhiraj Ehalislia 
£uri, etc. 

.. 

40 

21-15-0 


Total 

19*11 

12,677 

567-9 0 


Grand Total 

2,383*62 

366,762 

11,410-9-0 


* The eompensation paid by Government on account of loss of market dues exceeds the 
laiid reveimB assessed. 
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There are altogether 19 permanently settled estates 
covering an area of 2,384 square miles, which are distri- 
buted amongst six families of landlords. By far the 
largest area is held by the Bijni family, and when the 
district is more densely peopled this estate will become 
extremely valuable. At the present moment the Gauri- 
pur Baja has a larger rent-roll. The total land revenue 
demand on these estates is Es. 11,411, or less than half 
a farthing per acre. Government, moreover, pays the 
zamindars Es. 8,666 as compensation for the abolition of 
market dues and other illegal cesses, so that the net 
revenue is only Es. 2,866 or a little more than a rupee 
per square mile. Local rates are, however, assessed at 
the rate of two annas for every acre under cultivation, 
and at the rate of one anna in the rupee on the actual 
proits, if any, obtained from land that is Ijing waste. 
Licluded in the area of 2,384 square miles of per- 
man^tiy settiedland there are 40 estates, covering an 
area of 99,055 acres, which are held free, of revenue. 
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The following table shows that the Bijni family is ®iie Bijm 
decended from the great Koch king, Yiswa Singh, who 
died in 1334 A.D. ; though failure of heirs has more than 
once preyented the direct transmission of the blood.* 


Viswa Singh ob : 1534 A. D. 


Nar Narayan. 
ancestor of 
Raja of Kuch Bihar. 


Silarai. 

Haghn !ilai ob : 1598 A, D. 
Parikshit ob : 1614 A. D. 
Yijita Narayan j R 
Joy Narayan R 


Haro Narayan Sib Narayan R 


ancestor of Beltala 


Rajas. 


1 

Hem^ Narayan 

Be joy Narayan R 


Debi Narayan Mukund Narayan R 

obl788A. D. 1 

Hari Deb Narayan R 

Name not given R 

Balit Narayan B 

Indra Narayan R 

Amrita Narayan R=Bhaggeswari R 

(adopted son) Kumud Narayan Bhup R=Siddheswari R 
(Present Rani)=Abhayeswari R 


N.B . — ^The letter R signifies Raja or Rani of Bijnf. 


* The accounts of the Goalpara Zamindars have been condensed from 
reports received from their representatives, 

t So Mr. Gait in the Koch Kings of Kamarupa. Indra Narayan places 
Chandra Narayan between Parikshit and Joy Narayan, 


15 
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resources 
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The history of the Bijni family is the history of a 
line, -which gradually declined from the proud posi- 
tion of a po-werful sovereign prince, to the comfort- 
ahle, though less dignified status of a wealthy zamin- 
dar. The fortimes of the Eoch kings down to the 
time of Parikshit have already been described. Parik- 
shit’s son, Vijita, is said to have been an infant at 
the time of his father’s death, and during his minority 
theAhom Mug took possession of Eamrup. A large 
tract of country in the western division of Raghu 
Bai’s old kingdom, was conferred by the Emperor on 
one Kabi Shekhar Barua, the founder of the Gauripur 
family, and Vijita thus obtained but a portion of 
the inheritance of his forefathers. Sib Narayan, the 
second in descent from Vijita added, however, to the 
family estates by seizing the Bijni Duar, which he 
appears to have held at a low quit rent from the Baja of 
Bhutan. About the middle of the eighteenth century, 
during the minority of Bebi Earayan and Mukund 
Narayan, Mechpara and Ohapar -were formed into 
separate zamindaries, and the Bijni estates assumed 
their present form. Amrita Narayan left no heir, and 
was succeeded by his -wife Bhaggeswari, who adopted 
Eumud Narayan Bhup. He too died childless, and 
was succeeded by his two wives. The elder 'R.a.m' died 
in 1891, and the younger wife is the present Bani 
of Bijni. 

The Bijni estate consists of the two parganas of 
Habraghat and Khuntaghat, which cover an area of 
94S square mdes and are permanently settled for the 
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peppercorn revenue of Rs. 2,365.* It has already been 
e35)lained that the revenue was originally fixed at 
Rs. 6,998, and that it was subsequently commuted to a 
contribution of 68 elephants. Great dMculty was, 
however, experienced in realizing the total number of 
elephants due, and, in 1788, this payment in kind was 
commuted to a small cash revenue. Habraghat consists 
of that portion of the district which lies south of the 
Brahmaputra and east of Goalpara town, Khuntaghat 
lies north of the river, and is bounded on the east by the 
Manas, on the north by Bijni Duar, and on the west by 
Parbatjoar. The Bijni Raja has also certain claims to 
203 square miles in the Bijni Duar, on which there is at 
present assessed a revenue of Rs. 27,383. The local 
rates assessed on Habraghat and Khuntaghat are eight 
times the land revenue, and amount to Rs, 18,970; 
while in the Bijni Duar they are only Rs. 2,189. The 
rent roll of the former estate is said to be approximately 
Rs. 1,36,000, and of the latter Rs. 39,300. The rent 
roll thus exceeds the Government demand on account of 
land revenue and cesses by at least IJ lakhs of rupees. 

The Bijni Raja does not, however, depend entirely on 
his rent roll for his income, and he obtams considerable, 
sums from his forests and fisheries, and from the 
thatching grass, grazing, markets, potters earth, and lac 
mahals. The rajbari is situated at Abhayapuri about 
three miles from North Salmara. 

In comparison with Bijni, the Ohapar zamindari is Cliapa* 
a comparatively small estate. It is situated in parganas 

. * Certain lakhiraj estates in these parganas are, however, held by the Gauripur ’ 
istoindar. - - - . . 



G-auxipur 

family. 
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Oliapar and Kasba Gilla, and covers rather more 
than 200 sc[uare miles. The greater part of pargana 
Ghapar consists of chur land lying on either side of 
the Brahmaputra, and only a small portion of the total 
area of the zamindari is at present under cultivation. 
The land revenue assessed is Rs. 626-3 and the local rates 
Rs. 1,638. The total rent roll of the estate is said to 
he between twenty-five and thirty thousand rupees, 
and, in addition to this, the zamindars derive a certain 
amount of profit from then* fisheries and forests. The 
Ghapar family are descended from a Rarhi Brahman, 
named Joy Narayan Sarma, who was a native of the 
Boshorganj subdivision of Mymensingh. This man 
obtained a grant of the estates from the Mughals, and 
the present zamindar, Babu Indra Narayan Ohaudhury, 
is the eighth in succession to him. He was, however, 
only the adopted son of his predecessor. The family 
home is situated at Bilasipara. 

The Gauripur family is said to be descended from a 
Kayastha, who migrated from Tirhoot to Goalpara about 
the beginning of the sixteenth century A.I). The first 
member of the family of whom anything definite is 
known, was Kabi Sekhar, who succeeded his father in 
1658, A.D. He seems to have been a man of some in- 
telligence and enterprise, and was made Dewcm by the 
Mughal Emperor. In this capacity he gave satisfaction 
to his royal master, and he subsequently I’eceived the 
title of Raja and a lakhircy grant'of 70,000 bighas of land, 
Eor three generations after Kabi Sekhar, father was 
followed by son, but, though the post of Ranungo was 
held by aU, they do not appear to have distinguished 
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themselyes in any way. _Boal Chandra Barua, who 
succeeded to the headship of the family in 1778, 
acquired the zamindari of the five parganas of G-hurla, 
Aurungahad, Makrampur, Jamira, and Grola Alamganj. 

This in itself was a magnificent estate, but it was still 
further enlarged by Boal’s grandson, Bhir Chandra 
Barua, who purchased parganas Kalumalupara, Noahad 
Baturi, and Dhubri, and a share in the Taria pargana. 

Dhir Chandra’s son, Pratap Chandra Barua, did good 
service in the Bhutan war, and was made a Bai Bahadur 
in 1867. He made further additions to the estate, and 
in 1869 generously made over to Government the greater 
portion of pargana Dhubri when it was proposed to 
transfer the head quarters of the district to that place. 

He died without heirs in 1880, and the present zamindar, 

Kumar Prabhat Chandra Barua, was adopted by his 
widow. This young man attained his majority in 1896, 
and received the title of Baja as a personal distinction 
in 1901. The present Baja is a liberal and enlightened 
landlord. He has founded an excellent public library at 
Dhubri, and maintains a high school and dispensary 
at Gauripur, and a dispensary at Agamani. 

The Gauripur estate lies in the western portion of the Area and 
district. It includes the seven entire parganas ofegta™*** 
Ghurla, Jamira, Makrampur, Gola Alamganj, Noabad 
Faturi, Kalumalupara, and Aurangabad, with part of 
Taria, and certain laJehircy estates in parganas Habraghat 
and Khuntaghat. The total area is about 55 square 
miles, which pays to Government Es. 5,299 as land 
revenue, and Bs. 25,337 as local rates. The rent roll is 


Tbd 
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said to amount to Rs. 2,34,000, and the miscellaneous 
revenue derived from forests and other sources to nearly 
E/S. 32,000 per annum. About two thirds of the estate 
is already under cultivation, but upwai'ds of 160 square 
miles are still lying waste. 

The present zamindars of Karaibari obtained their 
estates in 1809 A. D., when the zamindaris of that 
turbulent frontier chieftain, Mahendra Narayan, were 
attached for arrears of revenue and sold. The auction 
purchaser was one Rama Nath Lahiri, prime minister 
of Kuch Bihar, and it is from him that the present 
holders take their title. 

The estates cover an area of 51 square miles, and 
pay a land revenue of Rs. 3,267. It is hardly, however, 
correct to say that any land revenue is paid, as Govern- 
ment makes an annual grant to the zamindars of 
Rs. 3,868, as compensation for the abolition of market 
dues, and the estate is thus a positive charge upon the 
general revenues of the country. The local rates at 
present (1904) assessed amount to Rs, 2,105. The estate 
has been partitioned into a twelve anna and a four anna 
share. The owners, who are a Brahman family, do not 
reside in the Goalpara district. 

The Mechpara estate covers are area of 399 square 
miles, and is situated in the Mechpara pargana. This 
pargana occupies the strip of country l3'ing between the 
Brahmaputra and the Garo Hills, and is roughly bounded 
on the east and west by lines drawn sodth from Goalpara 
and Dhubri toWns. The land revenue assessed is 
Rs. 2,235-8 and the local rates Rs. '5,557-8. The total 
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rent roll is said to be about Es. 1,30,000, and, in addition 
to this, the landlords derive a considerkble income from 
their sal forests. The seat of the family is at Lakhipur. 

The Parbatjoar estate covers an area of 276 square 
miles, and is situated in the pargana of that name, wtetof*** 
which lies north of the Brahmaputra and west of 
Khuntaghat, The land revenue assessed is Rs, 547-10, 
the local rates Es. 8,579-7, and the income from the 
estate, including the profits derived from fisheries and 
timber, is said to amount to nearly Es. 1,50,000. As 
the area of land at present under cultivation is said to 
be only about 21,000 acres, the rent-roll is presumbly 
responsible for less than half the total income of the 
zamindars. The family is said to be descended from 
one Hatibar Chaudhury who received a grant of the 
estate twelve generations ago. An eight anna share is 
at present held by Babu Surendra Narayan Singh 
Chaudhury whose residence is at Bagribari, a five anna 
share is held by Srimoti Bimola Sundari Chaudurani 
who lives at Rupsi, and a three anna share by Srimoti 
Susila Sundari Chaudurani whose home is in Calcutta. 

The Sidli Raja is not in possession of any perma- ®iie sidu 
nently settled estates, but at the time of the annexation 
of the Bhutan Duars, he laid claim to the Duar from 
which he takes his name. 

According to the family traditions the founder of the 
line was a Kshattriya named Chikna Narayan, who was 
adopted by a certain Raja of Sidli, named Bhim Singh, 

The descendants of this man were in the habit of paying 
tribute, first to the Mughal Emperor, and afterwards to 
the Hon’ble East India Company, About 1784, the 
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Bfautias seemed to have succeeded in imposing their 
fiuzereignty upon the Sidli Eajas, and continued to 
receive tribute from them till the outbreak of the Bhutan 
•war. On the conclusion of that war the Duars were 
annexed by the British. The arrangements that were 
made for the satisfaction of the Sidli Raja’s claims, are 
described in the following paragraphs. 

ipjjg Eastern Buars are five in number, and are situ- 
ated in the following order going from east to west, — 
Bijni, Sidli, Chirang, Eipu, and Guma which lies south 
of Bipu. When the Duars were annexed by the British 
in 1864, the Bijni Baja laid claim to the Bijni Duar, 
on the ground that he had occupied the position of here- 
ditary proprietor of this estate under the Bhutan Go- 
vernment. Similar claims were put forward to the 
whole of the Sidli Duar by the Sidli Baja. After a care- 
ful enquiry had been made into the validity of these 
claims, the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir William Grey, 
stated that he had no doubt that the Bajas of Sidli and 
Bijni had for many generations held that sort of 
position and enjoyed those rights and pivileges which 
must be recognised as giving them the status of here- 
ditary zamindars. He accordingly declared that they 
were entitled as zamindars to a settlement of the estates 
which they had managed and possessed under the Bhutan 
Government.* Settlement for a period of seven years 
was, accordingly, made in 1870 with the Sidli Raja, 
and with the Court of Wards on behalf of the minor 
Baja of Bijni. The Sidli Baja proved to be negligent 
and incapable, and after the fi.rst year the management 


♦ Vide letter fropi Bengal Goyernment No. S694, dated 20th September 1867. 
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of the Duar was resumed by Government, 20 per cent, 
of the collections being allowed to him as malikana. 
On the expiry of this settlement the question was raised 
as to the area which could reasonably be considered to 
form the acknowledged estates of the two Rajas. - 

In 1882, the Government of India decided that 
130,000, acres should be assigned to the Raja of 
Bijni and 170,000 acres to the Sidli Raja. In 1885, 
settlement was ofiered to the two zamindars for ten 
years at 80 per cent, of the rental for 1885-86, but the 
offer was refused. The Duars, accordingly, continued 
under Government management, the Sidli Raja receiv- 
ing 20 per cent, and the Bijni Raja 7^ per cent, of the 
collections. In 1900, settlement Was again offered, and 
on this occasion was accepted by both of the families 
concerned, but before the lease could be executed the 
Sidli Raja died. His successor did not wish to under- 
take the responsibilities of management, and the ori- 
ginal arrangement under which Government remained 
in charge of the estate and paid 20 per cent, of the 
collections to the zamindar was allowed to continue. 
In April 1903, a lease for ten years expiring on March 
31st 1911, was issued to the Bijni Rani for her estates 
in the Bijni Duar. The lessor is required to pay 80 per 
cent, of the revenue demand of 1900-1901,. and is 
allowed to appropriate any profits that may accrue from 
extension of cultivation during the term of the lease, 
but no rebate will be allowed, merely because the rent 
roll happens to decline. The levy of all ahwahs or 
other cesses, and of all transit dues is forbidden, but 
Aha landlord has the right of ephanceBsant of rent 

16 
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according to the provisions of the rent law. The popu- 
lation is, however, so sparse that it is doubtful whether 
much enhancement would be possible, 
setuement The first Settlement of the Eastern Duars was made 
of tie Duars. Beckett in 1872. The rates assessed were very 

moderate. In Bijni, Sidli, Chirang, and Ripu, they 
were only Re. 1-8-0 per acre of homestead or trans- 
planted rice land, and 12 annas an acre for all other 
kinds of land. In Guma, they were even lower, and 
were Re. 1, per acre for the former, and Annas 8 per 
acre for the latter class of land. 

The Ripu Duar was settled with the Chapar zamindar, 
and Chirang with the zamindar of Gauripur, but, when 
the leases ran out, they were not renewed, and settle- 
ment was made, as in Assam Proper, direct with the 
actual cultivators. In 1893, the rates in. the portion of 
Guma, which lies west of the forest reserves and is 
inhabited by Eajbansis, were raised to Rs. 3 per acre 
for homestead, Rs. 1-14 per acre for land growing 
transplanted rice, and Re. 1-8 per acre for land under 
other crops. Elsewhere the rates assessed are the same 
as those imposed in 1872. The following statement 
shows the settled area of each Duar in that year and 
in 1903-04 


Duar. 

Settled Area. 

Total Area. 

Population 

1872. 

1903-04. 

1901. 

Bijni 

Sidli 

Chirang ... 

Ripu ... 

Guma ... M» 

acres. 
23,003 
20,932 
983 
2,194 
4,181 . 

acres. 

26,851 

33,542 

817 

1,966 

10,849 

Acres. 
239,482 
230,790 1 
816,890 
154,893 ! 
62,694 

26,869 

31,509 

1,081 

2,425 

11,198 

Total 

51,248 

73,016 

1,004,749 

72.072 
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The Duars are a very unprogressive portion of the 
district. The great mass of the population are Meches, 

■who are still in a very primitive and undeveloped state, 
communications, except for the rivers, are bad, there 
are hardly any markets, and not much trade except 
in timber from the Government reserves. The surplus 
produce of the Duars is bartered with merchants 
who come up the rivers with boat loads of 
pottery and dried fish, and the rate of exchange is 
generally very favourable to the trader. The rates of 
revenue as compared with Assam Proper are distinctly 
low, but, in view of the backward condition of the 
people and the country. Government has taken no steps 
for their enhancement. 

For the purpose of the collection of the land revenue land 
the Duars ■which are still under the direct management of**^**'!!.* 
Government, are divided into five ma'uzas. Chirang and 
Ripu and Guma form two mauzas. Sidli is divided into 
three. Nearly four-fifths of the settled area has 
been cadastrally surveyed, and the maintenance of 
the land records is entrusted to a staff of 33 mandals 
under two supervisor kanuugoes and a sub-deputy 
collector. 

The town of Dhubii originally covered an area of irowntandB. 
875 Ughas distributed as follows. A portion of the 
permanently settled estates of the Gauripur zamindar, 
generously surrendered to Government in 1869, 197 
lighixs ; a resumed lalUraj estate, 604 highas ; a portion 
of Bidyapara lakhira^ estate, 60 highms-, three other 
small lakMrai estates 5 highds ; portion reserved by 
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the Gauripur zamindar 8 bighas. About one-fourth of 
this area has, however, been removed by the erosive 
action of the river. The town was settled for a period 
of thirty years with effect from April 1899. The rates 
assessed per acre vary from Bs. 21, rising to Rs. 30 in 
in the eleventh year, to Rs. 9. Practically the whole of 
the land suitable for trade sites was settled m bloc with 
the Municipality for ten years in 1895, The area of 
this land is about 30 bighas^ the revenue assessed Rs. 5 
per UgJia, The Municipality have spent a large sum 
in improving the site, and have sublet the land for 
Rs. 20 per bigha with a premium of Rs. 500 per bighcb. 
A large portion of the land was, however, reserved for 
the municipal market. Under the rules now in foi'ce 
waste land taken up for the first time within town 
limits is to be settled ordinarily for a term of thirty 
years, at a fair rent not exceeding the annual letting 
value of the site. The lease of the land applied for 
may, if the Deputy Commissioner -think fit, be put up 
to auction and knocked down to the highest bidder. 

Table XII shows the receipts obtained in the district in 
1890-91, and in 1900-01 and subsequent years from the 
various heads of excise. The inhabitants of the district 
are unusually temperate. They consume very little 
opium or ganja, and are fairly moderate in the use of 
country spirir..* How marked is the difference between 
the eastern and western end of the Assam Valley can 
be judged from the fact that, though the population 

*The contrast between this marked temperance, and the extraordinary prevalence 
of insanity is note-worthy. 
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of Lakhimpur in 1901 was only about four-fifths of that 
of Goalpara, the excise revenue of Lakhimpur in 1903-04 
was more than eight times as great. The principal 
cause of this remarkable difference is the enormous 
quantity of opium consumed in Lakhimpur. 

Prior to 1860, no restriction was placed upon the cul- opium, 
tivation of the poppy. The evil effects of unrestrained 
indulgence in opium were undeniable and in that year 
poppy cultivation was prohibited, and the drug was 
issued from the treasury, the price charged being Us. 14 
a seer. This was raised to Rs. 20 in 1862, Rs. 22 in 
1863, Rs. 23 in 1873, Rs. 24 in 1875, Es. 26 in 1879, 

Rs. 32 in 1883, and Rs. 37 in 1890, the price at which it 
now stands. While Assam was under the Bengal Govern- 
ment licenses for the retail vend of opium were issued 
free of charge. In 1874, a fee of Rs, i2 per annum was 
levied on each shop, and in the following year it was 
raised to Rs. 18. Between 1877 and 1883, the right to 
sell opium in a particular mahal was put up to auction, 
but this system was found to be unsatisfactory, and in 
the latter year the individual shops were sold as is 
done at the present day. The general result of the 
Government policy has been to enormously reduce the 
facilities for obtaining the drug. In 1873-74, there were 
in the district 250 shops for the retail vend of opium ,* 
thirty years later there were only 24. 


The figures in the margin show that there has been 


1878 - 74 ... 

1879 - 80 ... 
1889-90 ... 
1^-1900 


Maunds. 
... 84 

. 4 .. 29 
22 
8 


an extraordinary decrease in. 
the quantity of opium con- 
sumed in the district. At :ihe 
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present day the amount is insignificant, but at no time 
was the drug really popular in Goalpara. In 1873-74, the 
number of maunds consumed was not much more than 
one fifth of the number in Lakhimpur, though the latter 
district had not one third of the population of Goalpara, 
The reduction in the number of retail shops and the 
imposition of a heavy duty, seem to have succeeded in 
almost killing out a habit which had never taken a firm 
bold upon the people. Opium is not a popular drug 
in North Eastern Bengal, of which Goalpara really 
forms a part, and in 1901-02 only 8 maunds were issued 
in the neighbouring district of Jalpaiguri, and 52 
maunds in Bangpur. 

Opium is generally swallowed in the form of pills, or 
mixed with water and drunk. Madak is made by mix- 
ing boiled opium with pieces of dried pan leaf, and 
stirring it over the fire. The compound is then rolled 
up into pills and smoked. Chandu is made from opium 
boiled with water till the water has all evaporated, and 
is smoked like madak in the form of pills. Opium is 
not generally smoked in Assam, and this form of taking 
the drug is usually supposed to be more injurious than 
when it is simply swallowed. 

Country spirit is manufactured by native methods, 
and generally in what is known as the open still. The 
apparatus employed consists of a large brass or copper 
retort which is placed over the jBre, to the top of which 
is fitted the stiU. head, a compound vessel, part of which 
is made of earthenware and part of brass. The wash is 
placed in the retort, and, as it boils, rises in the form of 
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vapoxLT into tlie still head, over the outer surface of which 
a stream of cold water is continually hept flowing. As 
the vapour cools, it is precipitated in the form of liquid, 
and is carried off by a bamboo tube into a vessel placed 
at the side. The mouth of this tube is open, and the 
spirit trickles from it into the vessel beneath, so that the 
outer air has access by this channel into the still head 
and retort in which the process of distillation is going on. 

In the closed stall, the vapour passes down two tubes 
into two receivers where it is cooled and condenses into 
liquid. These tubes are so fixed to the receivers that 
the air cannot have access to the spirit, and, though dis- 
tillation dose not proceed so rapidly, the liquor produced 
is stronger than that obtained from the open still. 

The material employed is generally the flower of the 
mohwa tree (bmsia latifoUa), which eontains a very large employed 
proportion of sugar, but its place is sometimes taken by 
molasses and rice. The following are the proportions in 
which these ingredients are generally mixed — mohwa 
30 seers and water 60 seers, or mohwa 25 seers, molasses 
6 seers, and water 60 seers, or boiled rice 20 seers, 
molasses 10 seers, and water 80 seers, BaJchar, a sub- 
stance composed of leaves, roots and spices, whose actual 
ingredients are not divulged by the villagers who manu- 
facture it, is frequently added to the wash, which is put 
to ferment in barrels. Fermentation takes three or four 
days in summer and a week in the cold weather, and 
the wash is then considered to be ready for the still. 

The process of distillation takes about ttoee hours. 

A retort of 40 gallons y^lds two gallons of spirit in an 
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hour and three quarters, three gallons in two hours and 
a quarter, and four gallons in three hours. The best 
and strongest spirit conies off first, and in the case of a 
brew of 30 seers of mohwa the first 3^ gallons will be 
classed as phul^ if they are at once drawn off from the 
receirer. If they are allowed to remain while two more 
gallons are distilled, the whole gallons will be classed 
as bangla^ The exact proportions vary, however, at the 
different shops, some distillers taking 4i^ gallons of phul 
or 5^ gallons of hangla from 30 seers of mohwa. 
Occasionally only two gallons of spirit are distilled from 
30 seers of mohwa, and the liquor is then called thul, 
is very strong, and is sold for one or two rupees a quart. 
Thul is also sometimes made by redistilling hangla. 
Only one kind of liquor is generally taken from each 
distillation, as, i£ the ihtil or phul were removed, the 
spirit subsequently distilled would be not only weak but 
imptire. Strong liquor watered to reduce it to a lower 
strength is not considered palatable, and it seems to be 
the usual practice to distil the liquor at the actual 
strength at which it will be sold. One disadvantage of 
the cheaper kind of liquor is that it will not keep, and 
in four or five weeks it is said to lose all its spirituous 
qualities. 


The statement in the margin shows that there has 
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been a considerable increase 
in the revenue derived from 
country spirits. The system 
of auctioning the shops renders 


it impossible for Oovemmeni; to obtain its fair share 
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of the profits of the trade, in the absence of healthy 
competition at the sales ; and it is to an improyement 
in this direction more than to anything else that the 
increase of revenue is due. There does not appear to 
he any reason for supposing that there has been any 
material increase of drunkenness amonst the people. 

Laojpcmi, or rice beer, is the national drink of the 
unconverted tribes, and a special name, modaJii, is applied 
to those yrho have to some extent attorned to Hinduism, 
but have not yet abandoned their ancestral liquor. It 
is also taken by some of the humble Hindu castes. The 
fonowing is the usual system of manufacture followed. 
The rice is boiled and spread on a mat, and hakJiar is 
powdered and sprinkled over it. After about twelve 
hours it is transferred to an earthen jar, the mouth of 
which is closed, and left to ferment for three or four 
days. Water is then added and allowed to stand for a 
few hours, and the beer is at last considered to be ready. 
The usual proportions are 6 seers of rice and 3 chattaks 
of hahhar to half a kulsi of water, and the liquor pro- 
duced is said to be much stronger than most European 
beers. Liquor is often illicitly distilled from laopcmi 
or boiled rice, by the following simple method. An 
earthen pot with a hole in the bottom is placed on the 
top of the vessel containing the laopcmi or rice, and the 
whole is set on the fire. The mouth of the upper pot 
is closed by a cone shaped vessel filled with cold water, 
and a saucer is placed at the bottom of the pot over the 
hole. The vapour rises into the upper of the two jars, 
condenses against the cold cone, with which tlie mouth 

17 
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is closed, and falls in tlie form of spirit on to the saucer 
heneath. Care must of course he taken to see that the 
Tarious cracks are closed against the passage of the 
spirituous yapour, ' but this can easily be done with 
strips of cloth. No attempt is made to restrict the 
manufgicture of rice beer in moderate quantities for 
home use, as any attempt to do so would certainly lead to 
corruption and oppression. In a matter of this kind the 
influence of the Hindu gosains, and the pressure of 
local village opinion has more effect than any direct 
action of the Government. 

Ganja is usually mixed with water, kneaded till it 
becomes soft, cut into small strips, and smoked. Wild 
ganja grows very freely in Assam, but it is doubtful 
whether it is much used except as a medicine for cattle. 
It does not produce such strong effects as the ganja of 
Eaishahi, but the leaves are sometimes dried and mixed 
with milk, water, and sugar to form a beverage. 

XM«m» XH. The receipts under the head of income tax in 1908*04 
amounted to Bs. 25,566, nearly nine*tenths oi which 
were obtained from the head, * Other sources of income.’ 
About one*half of this total was derived from estates 
taxable under the Act, an itein which does not appear 
in any other district in the Province except Sylhet. 
These estates are various sources of miscellaneous 
revenue enjoyed by the zamindars, such as market tolls, 
receipts from timber yards, and income derived from 
forest produce. The bulk of the remainder was derived 
from 149 dealers in general goods, 36 money lenders, 26 
dealers in provisions, and 13 pleaders. The receipts 
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under tlie liead of income tax do not show much, 
tendency to increase. In 1888, they amounted to 
Rs. 28,700, but by 1894 they had fallen to Rs. 19,700. 
From 1896 onwards there was an upward tendency, 
which reached the highest point in 1902-03, with Rs. 
32,100. The decrease in the following year was due 
to the exempth'n of incomes between Rs. 500 and 
Rs. 1,000 per annum from taxation. 

In 1903-04, the receipts under or the head of judicial 
stamps in Goalpara amounted to Rs. 37,167 and for 
non-judicial stamps to Rs. 14,993. These figures were 
exceeded by every district in the plains except Darrang 
and Nowgong. 

Pubdc Works are in charge of an Executive or 
Assistant Engineer who is usually assisted by one 
upper and six lower subordinates. 

The Public Works Department are entrusted with 
the construction and maintenance of all the larger public 
buildings. The most important are the jail, the public 
offices, schools and telegraph offices at district and sub- 
divisional head-quarters, circuit houses, dak bungalows, 
and inspection bungalows on provincial roads. 

The most important roads directly under the depart- 
ment are the trunk road along the south bank of the 
Brahmaputra from the Kamrup border to Fakirganj 
opposite Dhubri, with its continuation to Manikarchar ; 
and the road from Dhubri to Kachugaon. 

It has already been explained that Local Board 
works that require professional skill or engineering 
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knowledge are usually made over to the Executive 
Engineer for execution. The principal diflSculties with 
which the Department has to contend are the absence 
of an artisan class, and the scarcity and dearness of 
unskilled labour. 

€K>v*Munej»t. For general administrative purposes the district is 
divided into two subdivisions. Dhubri is under the 
immediate charge of the Deputy Commissioner, and 
Goalpara is entrusted to an assistant magistrate who 
is usually a native of the country. The Deputy Com- 
missioner is allowed two subordinate magistrates and a 
sub-deputy collector as his assistants at Dhubri. 

criiniaiaiaiua Appeals lie to the Deputy Commissioner, from orders 

ciTUjiurtico, jjy luagistrates of thesecond or third class, and from 

the orders of first class magistrates to the Judge of the 
Assam Valley districts, whose head-quarters are at Gau- 
hati. Appeals from the Judge lie to the High Court of 
Judicature at Fort WiUiam in Bengal. In 1902, there 
were four stipendiary magistrates in the district, who 
decided 717 original criminal cases. In the course of 
these proceedings 2,22-7 witnesses were examined. Al- 
together there were 852 cases under the Indian Penal 
Code returned as true, the immense majority of which 
were either offences against property or against the 
human body. There is not much serious crime in Goal- 
para, and most of the offences were either house-breaking 
and house-trespass or petty thefts. 

The civil work of the district is not heavy and the 
Deputy Commissioner acts as subordinate judge, while 
one of the assistant magistrates in each subdivision acts 
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as mansif. Tn 1902, the subordinate judge beard 9 
original cases and 18 appeals, while 1,229 cases were 
disposed of by the munsifs. Only a little over one-seventh 
of these cases were contested, and a large proportion 
of them were simple money suits. In spite of the fact 
that the greater part of the district is permanently settled 
the number of rent and title suits is very small. Special 
rules are in force for the administration of civil justice in 
the Eastern Duars. The Code of Civil Procedure is not 
in force. The rules are fit for the simple and primitive 
people inhabiting the tract, and provide that, unless one 
or other of the parties objects, civil suits should be 
disposed of by a village panchayat. The panchayats are 
chosen by the parties to the case, and the proceedings of 
the panchayat when endorsed by the Deputy Commis- 
sioner or his assistants are final, "When the parties refuse 
to refer their suit to the panchayat the case is tried by 
the Deputy Commissioner or his assistants. . No appeal 
lies as a matter of right from the decision of the Deputy 
Commissioner or his assistants, but the Commissioner of 
the Assam Valley districts or the Deputy Commissioner 
may, if he sees fit, upon application of the parties, call 
for and revise the proceedings of the lower court. 

The Deputy Commissioner is also the Kegistrar of J*®*!******®®* 
the district, and an assistant magistrate in each sub- 
division acts as sub-registrar. A rural sub-registrar’s office 
was established at Gauripur in 1902. The number of 
‘documents registered in 1903 was only 2,174, but even •' ' 
this moderate figure was not equalled or exceeded by 
■ any district in the Assam Valley. 
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The civil police are in charge of a District or Assistant 
Superintendent of Police, The sanctioned strength 
consists of 2 inspectors, 25 sub-inspectors, and 243 
constables. 113 smooth bore Martinis are allotted to 
Goalpara, and a reserve of men is kept up at the district 
and subdivisional head-quarters who are armed with 
these weapons and are employed on guard and escort 
duty. Up-country men, Nepalese, a.nd members of the 
aboriginal tribes are usually deputed to this work, 
though attempts are made to put all the constables 
through an annual course of musketry. The founda- 
tion of the police system is the village chaukidar. He 
is required to report all serious crime to the officer in 
charge of the police station within which his village is 
situated, to arrest persons committing such crimes in his 
presence, to collect vital statistics, to observe the move- 
ments of bad characters, and generally to inform his 
official superiors of anything likely to affect the peace 
and good administration of the district. In addition to 
their regular duties in connection vith the prevention 
and detection of crime, the police are required to check 
the returns of vital statistics, manage pounds, enquire 
into cases in which death has not been due to natural 
causes, to furnish guards and escorts, and to serve all 
processes in warrent cases. 

A list of the thanas and outposts with the strength 
maintained in each will be found in Table XIX. 

There is a subsidiary jail at Dhubri with accommoda- 
tion for 24 convicts, and a magistrates lock-up at 
Qoalpara. The industries carried on in these jails are 
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mustard oil pressing and bamboo and cane work at 
Dhubri, and oil pressing at Goalpara. The jail gardens 
also afford occupation to the pi'isoners. Most of the 
convicts were originally employed on extra-mural labour, 
but this form of occupation has been to a great extent 
abandoned as it was hardly compatible with the strict 
enforcement of discipline. Prison'ers are not kept in 
these small jails for more than three months, and those 
sentenced to a longer term are transferred to Gauhati. 

Mr. McCosh, who was civil surgeon of Goalpara in 1836, 
states that at that time the convicts were allowed to 
provide their own rations, receiving a small allowance 
for the purpose, from which the more thrifty were able 
to save money which they lent out on usury. “ Many 
of the prisoners’* he says “ lead rather a happy life, and 
considered themselves as Company’s servants. They 
take as much pains to burnish their irons as they would 
a bracelet, and would not choose to escape though they 
had an opportunity.” 

In 1841, Mr. Bobinson of the Gauhati College mnOTiiiiim, 
described the state of education in the valley as being 
“ deplorable in the extreme.”* Jle pointed out that, 
unlike the Province of Bengal, where every village 
had its teacher supported by general contribution, pro- 
vincial schools had only recently been ihtepduced in 
Assam, In 1847-48, there was one secondary and 9 
primary schools in the district. The next few years 
witnessed very little progress as on the occasion of 
Mr. Mills' visit in 1853 there were only 10 schools of 

* A descriptive account of Assam, page 27/. 
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all grades. 1874-75 is the first year for which complete 
statistics are available, and the following abstract shows 
the progress of education since that year. Figures for 
years subsequent to'1900-01 will be found in Table XXI. 


Tear. 

No. of 
secondary 
schools. 

Pupils. 

No. of 
primary 
schools. 

Pupils. 

Total 
No. of 
pupils. 

No Of 
persons 
in 

district 
to each 
pupil. 

Percentage under 
instruction 
to those of school- 
going age. 

1874.76 

15 

680 

89 

1.840 

2.420 

160 

Males. 

Females. 

1880.81 

10 

635 

96 

2,387 

2,922 

153 

815 

0*37 

1890-91 

16 

894 

178 

4,037 

4,931 

92 

13*23 

0-78 

1900-01 

19 

1,401 

230 

5,827 

7,228 

64 

18 69 
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High schools are those institutions which are recog- 
nised by the Calcutta U Diversity as capable of afford- 
ing suitable preparation for the Entrance examination. 
The boys are taught from the earliest stage of their 
education up to the Entrance course as prescribed by 
the University of Calcutta, but many leave school 
without completing the course. Till recently English 
was taught in all the classes. The boys in the lowest 
class no longer learn that language, but the standard of 
instruction is higher than that prevailing in lower 
secondary (middle) schools. English is the medium of 
instruction in the first four classes of high schools, in 
the lower classes and in other schools the vernacular is 
employed. 

There are four high schools in the district which ar e 
situated at Dhubri, Goalpara, Abhayapuri and Gauripur. 
The first is a Government school but more than half the 
total expenditure is met from fees. -The second receives 
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a grant in aid, and the two last are respectively main- 
tained by the Eani of Bijni and the Gauripur Raja. 

There are middle English schools at Bilasipara. 
Bagribari, Manikarchar, and Dalgoma. The middle 
vernacular schools are situated at Sukchar, Patamari, 
Chhatrasal, South Salmara, Bijni, Atugaon, Putimari, 
Amguri, Goalpata, and Dhubri. Almost all the pupils 
in the middle vernacular schools in 1903-04 were, how- 
ever, reading in the primary classes and for practical 
purposes they are little more than superior primary 
schools. 

The course of instruction at middle English and 
middle vernacular schools is the same, with the excep- 
tion that English is taught in the former and not in the 
latter. The following are the subjects taught in the 
middle vernacular course : — (1) Bengali comprising 
literatui’e, grammar and composition, (2) History of 
India, (3) Geography, (4) Arithmetic, (5) Elements 
of Euclid (Book 1), Mensuration of plane surfaces and 
surveying, (6) Botany and Agriculture. 

Primary education is again divided into upper and 
lower, but the proportion of boys in upper primary 
schools is only nine per cent, of the total number. 
The course of study in lower primary schools includes 
Reading, Writing, Dictation, Simple Arithmetic, and 
the Geography of Assam. In upper primary schools 
the course is somewhat more advanced and includes part 
of the first book of Euclid, Mensuration, and a little 
Etistory, The standard of instruction given still leaves 
much to be desired, but efforts have been recently niade 

18 
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to improve it, by raising the rates of pay given to the 
masters. Fixed pay is now awarded at average rates of 
Es. 8 per mensem for certificated and Es. 5 per mensem 
for uncertificated teachers, supplemented by capitation 
grants at rates ranging from 3 annas to 6 annas for 
pupils in the three highest classes, 
ueaicai. The district is in the medical charge of the Civil 
Surgeon who is stationed at Dhubri. It contains 14 
dispensaries, and the supervision of the work done at 
these institutions is one of the most important of his 
duties. He also acts as Embarkation Agent, as Medical 
officer of the J ail, and controls and inspects the vaccina- 
tion department. 

lack of It has already been suggested in the chapter on 

xmaiaceas. population that there may be something in the climate, 
the subsoil level of the water, or some other factor 
which for the present remains obscure, which is pre- 
judicial to life and health, but there can be no doubt 
that the conditions under which the people pass their 
days are not conducive to a long mean duration of life. 

• Their houses are small, dark, and ill ventilated, and 
the rooms in summer must be exceedingly close and 
oppressive. They are built upon low mud plinths, and 
are in consequence extremely damp, and the inmates, 
instead of sleeping on beds or bamboo platforms, which 
would cost them nothing to provide, often pass the 
night on a mat on the cold floor. Their attire, which 
is suitable enough for the warm weather, offers but a 
poor resistance to the cold and fogs of winter, and 
many lives are annually lost from chills, which might 
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have been prevented by the purchase of a cheap woollen 
jersey. The houses of the Hindus and Muhamma- 
dans are buried in groves of fruit trees and bamboos, 
which afford indeed a pleasant shade, but act as an 
effective barrier to the circulation of the air, and in- 
crease the humidity of the already over-humid atmosp- 
here. Sanitary arrangements there are none, the 
rubbish is swept up into a corner and allowed to rot 
with masses of decaying vegetation, and the complete 
absence of latrines renders the neighbourhood of the 
village a most unsavoury place. Their are a few wells 
constructed by the Local Board in the large villages, 
but their number is small in proportion to the total 
population, and drinking water is usually drawn either 
from shallow holes, from rivers, or from tanks in 
which the villagers wash their clothes and persons. 

All of these are undoubtedly factors which contribute 
to produce a high mortality, and nearly every one of 
them could be eliminated. 

Vital occurrences are reported by the village chauM- 

j m * , , _ fitatijstioitfc 

dars m wntmg to the pohce, and the statistics, 
though admittedly incomplete, are less inaccurate 
than those returned from other districts of the Pro- 
vince. The reported birth rate and death rate worked 
out on the mean population between 1891 and 1900 
were alike 39 per mille. In 1903, the recorded birth 
rate was 43, the death rate 33 per mille. 

Pever and bowel complaints are the forms which 6»wse# of 
death most often takes in the Goalpara district, at^^i^^Imd 
any rate according to the ofdcial returns, but so little 
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reliance can be placed on tbe diagnosis of the report- 
ing agency, that the figures hardly repay examination. 
Most fatal illnesses are accompanied by a rise in tem- 
perature and the yillagers are in consequence very 
prone to ascribe every death to fever. Epidemics of 
cholera from time to time produce a high mortality, 
for though it is apparently endemic in the district, it 
occasionally breaks out with quite exceptional violence. 
The abstract in the margin shows the recorded death 

, rate from this cause in the 

Cholera 

death rate years when cholera was most 

per mille. 

... 4-9 prevalent. Cholera usually ap- 
.!! 6-4 pears in the police stations 
ill 10-4 of Bilasipara, Chapaguri, and 
® ^ Agamani. The bacillus, thrives 
in the muddy banks of tanks and rivers, when 
they are warmed by the sun and moistened by the 
showers of spring. The disease is thus most prevalent 
between April and July, and again in November and 
December when the water is drying up. On the out 
break of an epidemic a hospital assistant is sent to the 
?^ect.ed viUages, and cholera pills are distributed 
amongst the people, but it is difficult to do much 
for their yeUet Small pox also appears from time to 
tune in a virulent form. The highest death rates per 
mfilc rei^rded from this cause during recent years were 
6*1 in 1894 and 1'2 in 1895. The people appreemte 
advantages of vaccination, and during the five years 
^^ing^th 1901^, 44 per mfile of the populatiaa 
w«r© annuEdly protected. 


1884 

1886 

1891 

1895 

1897 

1899 
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The most deadly lethal agent in the district has, 
however, been the mysterious form of fever known 
as Joala-azar. The following account of this disease 
is extracted from the Heport on the Census of Assam 
in 1901. 

When first referred to in the Sanitary Reports of the pro- 
vince, it is described as an intense form of malarial poisoning, 
wliioh was popnlarly supposed to be contagions. The Civil 
Surgeon of Goalpara rejected the theory of contagion, and in 
1884 expressed the opinion that kala-azar was simply a local 
name for malarial fever and its consequences. In 1889-90, a 
specialist (Snrgeon-Captain Giles) was appointed to investigate 
both kala-azar and the so-called heri-beri of coolies, and he 
rapidly came to the conclusion that kala-azar and beti-beri 
were merely different names for anchylosiomiasis, and that 
the mortality was dqe to the ravages of the 4oehmus duoda- 
Tialis a worm which lives in the small intestine. This theory 
corresponded with the observed facts to the extent that it admit- 
ted, what at that stage of the enquiry could hardly be denied, that 
kala-azar was communicable, the uncleanly habits of the natives 
the province affording every facility for the transfer of the ova of 
the parasite from the sick to the healthy ; bnt the snppQrst wMnJi 
was given to Dr. Giles' views by local medical opinion was 
withdrawn when Major Dobson proved by a series of 
experiments ijiat mskylos/om'X were present in varying namhaw 
in no less then 6?0 on* of 797 healthy person;? exaPVnnd by 
Mm. In 189fi, Captain Rogers was placed on special duty to 
make further laveatigations, and, in addition to demonstratiBg 
various differences of a more or less technical ch^i^ni^ec in 
symptomatology of the two disuses, he pointed out that, 
whereas kala-azar was extremely iaimical to Mfe, i&e naffiber of 
c^taep of anohylottoifiimis that terminated fafljally was by 
means large. The conclusion to which this specialist came, 
after a very carefnl enquiry, was that the original view was 
correct, and tb# Jpah^-asm was netbisg b»t a very ixdojm 
form of lualarial fever, which could he combOJinloated 

from the sick to the healthy, an opinion which was to 
e extent endorsed by the pcofeesioa ha Assam, 

successive PrineipaJ Medical OflSjcers declaring that,^ 
iala-az^r was^ it had been abundantly proved that it was not 
The sngges|ion that malarie eo^d he ee?npa^ 
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nioated did not, however, commend itself to the entire medical 
world, and was criticised with some severity, Dr. Giles writing 
as recently as 1898 " — Dr. Rogers, like a medical Alexander, 
cuts his Gordian knot by announcing that Assamese malaria 
is infections. In this he places himself at variance with not 
only the scientific but the popular opinion of the entire world. '' 
A complete change in popular and scientific opinion was, how- 
ever, brought about by the development of Manson’s mosquito 
theory, and Major Ross, who visited Assam, in the course of his 
enquiry into the manner in which infection by malaria takes 
place, confirmed Rogers’conclusions, and in 1899 placed on 
record his opinion that, as stated by Rogers, kala-azar was 
malarial fever.” 

Externally the chief point of difference between 
hala-azar and ordinary malarial fever lies in the rapi- 
dity with which the former produces a condition of 
severe cachexia, and the ease with which it can be 
commtmicated from the sick to the healthy. Hecent 
investigations have, however, thrown some doubt on 
the malarial theory. Certain parasites called Leishman- 
Donovan bodies have been discovered in the spleens 
of fever patients, and it is thought possible that they 
may be the cause of the complaint. The origin of the 
disease is obviously a matter which must always be open 
to doubt. Captain Rogers is of opinion that kala-azar 
was imported from Rangpur, where malarial fever 
was extraordinarily virulent in the early seventies, 
but this is still a matter of conjecture. Kala-azar 
first entered Groalpara in 1883, and produced such a 
rise in the recorded mortality that a special establish- 
ment Wfs entertained to move about through the affect- 
ed villages and administer medical relief, ^e disease 
was most prevalent south of the Brahmaputra^ and, 
between 1881 and 1891, the population of the Coal- 
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para subdiyision, "vrlucli includes tMs tract, decreased 
by no less than 18 per cent. It gradually burned itself 
out, and. since 1901 the mortality from tbis cause baa 
not been bigb. 

Dysentery, diarrhoea, and other bowel complaints are 
also common, especially at the time when the mangoes 
and jack fruit ripen. Many persons suSer from 
worms and cutaneous disorders, and venereal diseases 
unfortunately seem fairly prevalent. Cases of goitre 
are for the most part confined to the western portion 
of the district. The fevers of Goalpara are generally 
of an intermittent type, accompanied by headache, 
constipation, and nausea. The spleen and liver are 
congested, and, after several attacks, the former organ 
becomes enlarged. The Eastern Duars have always 
been considered to be extremely unhealthy for all 
persons except the indigenous inhabitants, and fever is 
also common in the Chapaguri, Lakhipur, and Dudhnai 
lhanas and in part of Pratapganj. 

There are very few professional midwives, and awativs 
woman in her confinement is generally attended by 
her relatives or friends. In difiScult cases they can 
render little help, and recourse is had to Heaven for 
assistance. A goat or duck is sacrified, and mmtrm 
are tied round the neck and arm of the woman, or 
inscribed on a brass vessel which is placed where her 
eyes can fall upon it. In cases of false presentation 
attempts are made to drag the child out by anything 
that offers, and the abdomen is kneaded in the hope 
that the foetus may be . expelled. In the absence of 
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medical aid, and thia aid ia seldom to be obtained, the 
mother in such eases generally dies. The condnement 
sometimes takes place in a small hnt which has been 
specially constructed for the purpose, and the patients 
bed generally consists of an old mat laid on the floor. 
If the labour is a natural one all is well, but if compli- 
cations arise the case has usually a fatal termination. 
It is also probable that many lives are lost owing to a 
disregard of the rules of cleanliness which are of such 
paramount importance in these cases. 

zae^* In There can be little doubt that many lives are still 
annually lost which could be saved by proper treatment. 

Mttuoai aid. jg satisfactory to know that of recent years 

there has been a great increase in the facilities for 
obtaining medical aid, and in the extent to which the 
people avail themselves of the advantages now offered 
to them. From the following abstract it appears that 
for every patient treated in 1881 there were 12 in 1901, 
while the number of operations performed rose from 
135 to 1,082. 


Year, 

No. of dispensaries 

No. of patients 
treated. 

No. of operations 
performed. 

1881 

1 ^ 

6,474 

135 

1891 


! 22,101 

[ 626 

1901 (®) 

1 IS 

! 63,747 

1,072 


The principal dispensaries are those situated at Dhubri, 
Gauripur, Manikarchar, and Goalpara, each of which 


Exd'usw of tt© |>rlv»tie dispensary ^ Abhayapuri* 
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had, in 1903, a daily average attendance ranging from 
41 to 71. The diseases for which treatment is most 
commonly applied are malarial fevers, worms, cutaneous 
disorders, diseases of the eye, dysentry and diarrhoea, 
and rheumatic affections. The number of patients 
treated at each dispensary in 1900 and the succeeding 
years will be found in Table XXIV. 

A professional revenue survey of Goalpara was made snxrey* 
at the time when the district formed a part of Bengal, 
and maps were published in 1876. They are on the 
scale of one inch to the mile and in addition to topo- 
graphical features, show the sites of villages and the 
physical features of the country. A smaller map on 
the scale of 4 miles to the inch was published in 1883 
and brought up to date in 1893. A cadastral survey 
was carried out in the Eastern Duars, by local agency 
on the basis of a traverse by the professional survey 
party. The total area so surveyed between 1st October 
1896 to September 30th, 1900 was 338 square miles. 
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Statement A. 

List of Post and Telegraph Offices. 


Name of post office. 

Police station or outpost in 
which situated. 

Pargana in which situated. 

Abhayapuri 

North Salmara 

Khuntaghat. 

Agamani 

Agamani 

Ghurlla. 

Agia ... 

Goalpara 

Mechpara. 

Bagribari* 

Bilasipara 

Parbatjoar. 

Baitamari 

North Salmara ... 

Khuntaghat. 

Bijni ... 

Chapagnri 

Daar Bijni. 

Bilasipara* 

Bilasipara 

Chapar* 

Chapaguri 

Chapaguri 

Duar Bijni. 

OhapaiT .«• ,.4 

Bilasipara ... 

Ohapar. 

Balgoma 

Goalpara 

Habraghat. 

Damra ... 

Dndhuai ... 

Do. 

Barangiri 

Do. 

Do. 

Dhnbri .. ,,, 

Dhnbri ... 

Jamira (Dhubri town.) 

Fakirganj 

South Salmara ... 

Do. 

Fakiragram 

Bilasipara 

Khuntaghat. 

Gambhasa 

Chapaguri 

Duar Sidli. 

Ganripur* 

Dhubri 

Jamira. 

Goalpara „ 

Goalpara 

Mechpara. 

Golakganj 

Agamani ... 

Ghurlla. 

Jamadarhat 

South Salmara ... 

Mechpara. 

JTogighopa 

North Salmara ... 

Khuntaghat. 

Kachngaon 

Gosaigaon 

Duar Eipu. 

Krishnai 

Dudhnai 

Habraghat. 

Lakhipnr* ... 

Lakhipur 

Mechpara. 

Malakhaoya ... ,,, 

South Salmara ... 

Aurangabad^ 

Manikarchar ... 

Manikarchar 

Karaibari. 

North Salmara ... 

North Salmara ... 

Khuntaghat. 

Fatamari 

Dhubri ... ... 

Jamira. 

FratapganJ ... 

Agamani 

Ghurlla. 

Bnpsi 

Do. *.« 

Parbatjoar. 

Salkocha 

Bilasipara ... 

Khuntaghat. 

Sidli ... 

Chapaguri 

Duar Sidli. 

South Salmara 

South Salmara ... 

Jamira. 

Tamarhat 

Agamani ... ... 

Duar Guma. 


* CombiBed post and telegraph office. Besides, there are departmental telegraph 
offices at Dhnbri and ^oalpara. 



STATEMENT.-B. 

List of tillages containing three or more permanent shops. 
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No. of 
permanent 
shops. 

g^osco co eg oq \o eo-^ eo eo 'fli 

Village. 

Urtlllllillh *Lii lijilili 
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CQ L 
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1 if ° ll 1 

No. of 
permanent 
shops. 


Village. 
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Thana. 
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STATEMENT.— 
List of Markets. 
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Hold only m th« cold wourhei:. 


( 4 ) 

Table I. 



Table II. 
Eaineall. 


The number of years for which the average has been calculated is shewn in 
brackeis below ihe name of each station. 


Mouths. 

Average rainfall in inches, 

Kachugaon 

(13 years.) 

Bijai. 

(13 years) 

Marnai. 

(12 years.) 

Dhubri. 

(30 years ) 

(^oalpara. 

(,39 years ) 

Jantiary 


0.66 

1*89 

0-49 

0*39 

0-43 

Februaiiy ... 

#f « 

0’74» 

0-?2 

0‘61 

0-66 

0*61 

March 


1-99 

2*86 

1*62 

1*86 

2*22 

April 


9 26 

10-46 

8*65 

6*01 

6*76 

May 


19*29 

18*88 

19*80 

16*14 

14*05 

June 

tet 

33*13 

23*68 

29 68 

26*28 

22-80 

July 


36*94 

27-62 

82*92 

16-71 

16*66 

August 


24 50 

17-87 

20*86 

12*18 

11*96 

September ... 


21*26 

21-87 

21*31 1 

13*32 

11*64 

October 

*»ir 

5*47 

6-37 

3*96 

3 76 

3*91 

November ... 

«•* 

0*23 

0*26 

0*08 

0*14 

0*21 

Oeoember ... 


0-26 

0*16 

0*11 

0'14 

0*21 

Total of year 

- 

163*62 

181*01 

139*88 

96-47 

90-86 
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Tablb 111 . 


Distribution of population by thanas. 


Thana. 

Population 
in 1901. 

Population 
in 1891. 

Difference. 

Area in 
square miles. 

Population 
per square 
mile. 

Dhnbin 


62,770 

57,525 


4^765 

179-60 

294 

Agamani .«• 

... 

89,836 

84,692 


6,244 

672*60 

134 

Balasipara 

... 

65,460 

47,848 

+ 

17,612 

645-60 

120 

South Salmara 


62,921 

72,443 

— 

9,622 

366-00 

172 

Chapaguxi 


68,115 

66,373 

‘ + 

2,742 

1,102;00 

63 

Goalpara 

»•« 

31,266 

29,788 

+ 

1,468 

214-30 

146 

Budhnai 


31,111 

28,380 


2,781 

265*00 

117 

Lakhipur 


22,201 

26,208 


4»007 

277-40 

80 

North Salmara 

\ 


48,382 

60,147 


1,766 

332*60 

146 

Total district 

... 

462,052 

452,804 


9,748 

3,954-00 

117 


Note. — ^The figures for area of thanas have been revised since the publication of the Census 
Keport and do not therefore agree with the figures in Provincial Table IV, Part II of the 
Census Beport of 1901. 
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Table IV. 

General stafisticB of population, 


PAETICXJLABS. 

DhubrI 

Subdivision. ^ 

CoALPABA 

Subdivision. 

Total District. 

Males. 

Females* 

Males. 

Females. 

^ Persons. 

Male. 

Females, 

^1901 

174,168 

164,934 

68,517 

64,433 

462,052 

242,685 

219,367 

^ Sl891 

167,273 

160,608 

69,356 

66,167 

452,304 

236,629 

216,676 

Population 

282, 

010 

164, 

222 

446,232 

229,149 

217,083 

U872 

115,629(a) 

109,007(a) 

113,746 

106,380 

444,761 

229,374 

216,387 

( 1891-1901 

-f6,895 

+4,426 

—839 

—734 

+ 9,748 

+ 6,066 

+3,692 

Variation < 1881-1891 

+86, 

771 

—29, 

699 

+ 6,072 

+7,480 

—1,408 

1 1872-1881 

+B7, 

374 

—66, 

903 

+L471 

—225 

+1,696 

1901 

Eeligion — 






109,639 


Total Hindus ••• 

76,082 

62,639 

34,467 

31,618 

203,696 

94,167 

Mahapurushiaa 

2,060 

- 1,763 

16,431 

12,673 

10,126 

29,382 

17,491 i 

11,891 

Other Vaishnavaa 

48,712 

43,138 

17,492 

121,925 

61,385 

6,910 

60,540 

Saktists 

5,916 

3,284 

994 

626 

10,720 

8,810 

Sivaites 

2,312 

1,828 

1,418 

1,140 

6,693 

3,726 

2,968 

Muhammadans 

69,989 

63,730 

7,987 

6,682 

128,388 

67,976 

62,736 

60,412 

Animistic 

87,862 

87,795 

24,878 

26,088 

125,618 

62,883 

Total Christians 

695 

644 

1,118 

1,038 

3,495 

1,813 

1,682 

Baptist 

3 

1 

1,084 

1,034 

2,122 

1,087 

1,035 

Lutheran and allied 







* denominations 

- 660 

622 


.«» 

1,282 

660 

622 

Other religions 

540 

226 

82 

7 

865 

622 

233 

Civil condition—' 






132,790 


ITmnarried 

94,843 

69,060 

37,947 

27,235 

26,367 

219,086 

86,295 

93,280 

Married 

72,869 

66,913 

28,127 

194,276 

100,996 

Widowed 

6,456 

28,961 

2,443 

10,831 

48,691 

8,899 

39,792 

Litersbcy— 





10,777 

10,341 


Literate in Bengali 

6,978 

248 

4,368 

188 

436 

Do in English 

711 

32 

404 

13 

1,160 

1,115 

45 

Illiterate 

166,999 

154,629 

68,845 

64,236 

449,709 

230,844 

218,865 

Languages spoken — 

1 


47,136 



165,968 

154,092 

Bengali 

118,822 

109,039 

46,053 

820,050 

Eastern Hindi 

8,374 

1,874 

2,238 

432 

12,918 

1 10,612 

2,306 

Assamese 

6,401 

4,396 

960 

640 

11,397 

6,361 

6,036 

Bodo or plains Ka- 




chari 

34,856 

35,071 

6,948 

6,458 

83,333 

i 41,804 

41,629 

Garo 

819 

654 

6,901 

6,204 

14,578 

1 7,720 

6,858 

Babha 

2,028 

2,044 

3,903 

6,679 

13,649 

' 5,926 

7,623 


(a) Includes Eastern Duars— males, 19,240; females, 17, 8 07. 


Note. — The figures for 1891 and the preceding years are taken from the respective Census 
Beports and do not include the changes effected by alterations in district boundaries 
during the intercensal periods. 
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Table V. 

Birth-place race, caste and occupation. 



Dhtjbri 

Subdivision. 

Goalpaea 

Subdivision. 

Total Disteict. 



Males 

Females 

Males. 

Females 

Persons. 

Males. 

Females. 

Bieth-place— 









Boil! IE district: 


148,850 

142,241 

61.174 

• 61,228 

412,993 

209,524 

203,469 

„ ,, oilier parts of Pro- 








vince 

... 

3,546 

839 

2,684 

2.336 

7,385 

4,230 

3,155 

II li Eangpur 

... 

8,011 

7,005 

458 

137 

16,611 

8,469 

7,142 

„ j, Other parts of Ben- 








gal 

... 

11,709 

3,386 

2,614 

484 

18,192 

14,328 

3,869 

„ „ United Provinces 

2, no 

965 

1,051 

166 

4,901 

8,770 

1,131 

„ 5) Central Provinces 

66 

32 

66 

25 

189 

132 

67 

« „ Nepal 


715 

282 

135 

38 

1,165 

85Q 

315 

elaewliere 


1,052 

205 

335 

24 

1,616 

1,387 

229 

Baceand Caste — 









Brahmans ».* 

a « ^ 

1,371 

620 

937 

878 

3,206 

2,308 

898 

BnrasfaBs ... 

** 

10 

10 

1 


21 

11 

10 

Europeans ( a ) 

... 

19 

10 

8 

8 

45 

27 

18 

Garo 

»*• 

763 

723 

4,675 

4,681 

10,842 

5,438 

5,404 

Jngi 

... 

3,288 

2,897 

3,616 

4,003 

13,804 

6,904 

6,900 

Kachari ‘ 

... 

272 

357 

7,070 

6,968 

14,667 

7,342 

7,325 

Kalita 


1,877 

1,493 

4,321 

3,363 

11,054 

6,198 

4,856 

Kayastha ... 

... 

1,027 

617 

271 

151 

1,966 

1,298 

668 

Koch 


3,239 

3,088 

481 

331 

7,189 

3,720 

3,419 

Mech 


34,883 

35,204 

1.921 

1,762 

73,760 

86,804 

36,956 

Namafindra ... 

... 

3,061 

2,762 

545 

312 

6,670 

8,606 

3,064 

Rabha 


2,119 ■ 

1,878 

11,326 

11,818 

27,136 

13,445 

13,691 

Rajbansi 


44,491 

42,180 

14265 

14,859 

115,785 

68,746 

67,039 

OccFPATrosr^ — 









Workers 


Sub-divis 

ional de 

tails not 

available 

207,270 

149,683 

67,587 

Dependents ... 

... 





254,782 



Total suppoeted— 









Land holders 


30,361 

40,237 

1,233 

897 

72,718 

31 584 

41,134 

Tenants 

... 

110,342 

76,969 

62,692 

35,708 

275,601 

162,834 

112,667 

Garden coolies 


326 

184 

233 

116 

859 

559 

800 

Farm servants 

... 

3,357 

1,159 

617 

212 

5,345 

3,974 

1,371 

General labourers 


3,422 

1,995 

476 

378 

6,270 

3,897 

2,373 

Fishermen ... 

• •• 

3,333 

3,128 

1,751 

1,741 

9,953 

5,084 

4,869 

Grain and pulse 

dealers 

715 

4,374 

360 

235 

5,684 

1,076 

4,609 


(a) Inoindes allied races 
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Table VL 
Vital Staiistus, 


Year. 

1 

Population 
under 
registra- 
tion 
in 1901. 

Batio of 
births 
per mille. 

Batio of 
deaths 
per miile. 

Ratio of Deaths per millb from 

Cholera. 

Small-pox. 

Feyers. 

Bowel 

complaints. 

1001 

462,062 

44*25 

34-09 

0*46 

0-46 

29-70 

0-29 

1902 


45*23 

32-28 

0-60 

0-27 

27*54 

0-19 

1903 


43*22 

33*02 

1-04 

0*17 

28-48 

0-20 

1904 

11 

46-58 

31*03 

0*61 

0-07 

26*94 

0*29 

1905 

V 







1906 






t 


1907 

19 







1908 

» 







1909 

99 







1910 

IS 







1911 




1 


i 


1912 

















TABLE VII. 


( 9 ) 


cA 

s 

P oi 

1 S 

iH 

1«JI 

i 

1 s 

1009-10. 

s 

4 S 

1 

r-f 

1 i 

1907-08. 

i 1 

s' 

i 

' 

ft 

1 1 
■< 

1 

I i 

1 

s 

S 

1 i 

1908-04. 

.’Si ii 

1 1 f g* - g- s s 1 - ; §• 

1 

,‘ea^cjoj>o©i ^wo S23 

sisssss . £;s sg 

1 i' |‘ s' g s' s' i ” ! i 

^ ® s — 

1901-02. 

riiSi-Siii- ."Si SI 

gg'^cd' 1 « 

z 

■.iisSiis ."Si if 

1 e' a' o' o- 1 . g 

j 

II 

§ ^ ^ ^ 

^ a j 1 " 

1 . i i Sil“l| 

^ lis 1 ^ i 

gs«ls53 Ss^lSO'S 

p < ^ 


JfoTB.— So far as thes figures relate to permanently settled area* they are estimates only, and the figures for 1900-01 and 1901-02 do not include the 
permanently settled estates* 
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Tablb 

Reserved 


Name of reserve. 

Area in 
£q. miles. 

Character of forest. 


1900 01 . 

1901-02. 




Es, 

Es. 


26 

A compact block about 80 miles 
from Dbubri along north trunk 
road. The forest is almost 
pure sal intersected by strips of 
low lying and swampy ground. 
A few trees only are found a 8 «o« 
dated with sal chiefly diVenia 
^entagyna 5 careycb arloreut ster- 
cuUa villosa ; the low lands are 
gradually hlling up with machi* 
lus odoratissima. The under- 
growth consists mainly of chro’ 
dendron infoHunatum 

86,213 

21,416 


286 

Situated along the foot of the 
Bhutan Hills between'the Sanko^h 
and Saralbhanga rivers. Gene- 
rally flat. Sal occurs on the 
high land between the rivers 
but is intersected by large areas 
of grass. The grass lands which 
have been successfully protected 
from fire are gradually filling up 
with soft woods. Khair and 
sissu occur along the Sankosh, 
Eanga; Hail> and Saralbhanga 
rivers ut* 

81,231 

84,484 

Kachugaon 

66 

A tract of land south of the Bipu 
Eeserve made over to ths Forest 
Department for the establish- 
ment of forest villages in order 
to supply labour for forest work. 
With the exception of a few sal 
clumps, there is no timber of 
value. The area was constitut- 
ed a Eeserved Forest to ensure 
complete Departmental control. 

... 

... 
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VIII. 

Forests* 


Begeipt. 
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Table 

Reserved 



Area in 
sq. miles. 

Character of forest. 


JNSiXXIQ 01 roeOTvOf 


1901-02. 



Ohiraag 


Situated on the east Qf Ripu 
Reserve between the Saral- 
bhanga and the Bhur rivers. 
The northern portion contains a 
considerable area of evergreen 
forest which has been little 
exploited so far. The southern 
portion is stocked with sal and 
with the exception of swampy 
depressions and water conrses 
is almost fully stocked, princi- 
pally with pole growth ... 


Es. 






23,988 

BengtaL .*4 

23 

Is connected at the north-west 





corner by a narrow neck with 





the Chirang Reserve. Contains 
sal in clumps with large areas 
of grass. The latter is, however, 



BBumegwar Hill 


gradually Riling up with soft 
woods and sal along the eastern 
border. The forest is generally 
somewhat inferior in growth ... 

831 

826 

7 

An isolated hill situated south* 





east of Sidli. Slopes steep. 
Highest point is 1637 feet above 
H. S. L. Contains sal both pure 
and assooiated with a few 
other kinds but more than half 





is grass land or steep slopes 
with bare rook 

886 

216 

Bijni .M 

196 

Situated at the foot of the 





Bhutan Hill between the Buri- 


f 



al and Manas rivers. A large 
number of streams intersect 
the area, and generally have 
kbair and sissu on both banks. 


[ 



Simul Q^omlax malabaricmrC) is 
making rapid progress and 
this will probably be the 
dominant species in time. Large 





areas of grass occur between 
the river beds in which soft 
woods are gradually making 
their appeavanoe. 


i 
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VIII. 

Forests, — ^(Concluded.) 


Ebceipt, 


I902-0a. 

190E-a4. 

1904-06. 

1906-06. 

1906-^yr. 

1907-08. 

1908-09. 

1909-10. 

191041 

191142. 

Es 

80,892 

61S 

B210 

Bs. 

01,838 

«•» 

Efl. 

, 

Es. 

Bs. 

Es. 

[ 

i 

Bs. 

Es. 

Es. 

Bs. 
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Tabm 


Fire protection and outturn of timber and ' 


Details. 

- 

1900-01. 

1901-02. 

1902-03. 

3903-04. 

Area under protection ... ... 

eq[. miles 

721 

721 

721 

719 

Area protected 

eq. miles 

632 

689 

704 

719 

Percentage ... 

... 

88 

96 

9S 

100 

Cost 

Bs. 

3,526 

8,611 

2,901 

J 8,207 

Eesertbb Pobbsts. 

Area ... ••• 

sq. miles 

721 

721 

787 

' 

787 

Outturn (Q-overnment and pnrcljasers 
only) 

Timber ' ... 

oft. 

228,091 

824,916 

2^0,022 

322,426 

Fuel M. 

' II 

28,584 

24,002 

$3,356 

28,604 

Unclassi^d State PoREBTa. 

i: 



i 


i 

Area 1 ... ! ... ... 

r| 

sq, miles 

680 

'628 

666 

568 . 

Outturn (OoyernmeiJLt and putchasers 
only) 1 

Timber 

eft 

34,967 

26,662 

17,314 

41,392 

Fctel 

' eft.; 

25,664 

22,082 

18,200 

21,186 

Perest receipts 

Bs.. 

90,407 

96,279 

1,02,484 

72,638 

Forest expenditure ... ... 

Bs. 

63,563 

64,646 

66,977 

86,737 >■ 

( 

Surplus or deficit 

i 

Bs , 

+ 26,844 

81,784 

( 

! 

+ 46,607 

i 

t 

—14 099 ' 

1 

1 

! 

I 

! 
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IX. -- -- 

fuel and value of minor forest produce. 
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Table X. 

Prices ot food staples in seers obtainable per rupee at selected marts^ 


* — — 


Dhubei. 

Q-OALPABJl. 



Commoo 

rioe. 

Salt. 


Commou 

rice. 

Salt* 

Muti- 

kalai. 

Tconi 2Qd week of February 
loou-j^ 2nd week of August 

rt* 

r*« 


B 

18 

8 

16 

tee 

... 

... 

... 

20 

8 

20 

^ Qoa / 2na week of February 

1 2nd week of August 


14 

9} 

20 

16 

9 

18 


18 

9 

20 

13 

10 

18 

lonnJ 2nd week of February 

2Ed week of August 

ft 

16 

10 

18 

14 

10 


• 

13 

10 

13 

13 

10 

14 

loni i 2J^d week of February 
lyui ^ 2jid week of August 

ft* 

n 

10 

13 

12 

10 

13 

••• 

12 

10 

13 

10 

10 

13 

lono / 2nd week of February 

1 2nd week of August 


11 

10 

14 

18 

10 

16 


8} 

10 

16 

12 

10 

16 

lonQ J 2Dd week of February 
lyud ^ 2nd week of August 

.. 

12 

10 

16 

13 

11 

16 


11 

12 

16 

13 

I2i 

16 

2nd week of February 

2nd week of August 


16 

12 

16 

16 

12 

16 


14 

12 

16 

13 

13 

16 

’iQAK i 2nd week of February 
itfuo 2nd week of August 


16 

12 

16 

14 

11 

16 

•*. 

12 

14 

16 

14 

15 

16 

1 onfl S 2nd week of February 

2nd week of August 








lo/vri 2nd week of February 
iyu7 2nd week of August 

... 

i 






1 QriQ S 2nd week of February 

2nd week of August 








- 







idno 1 2nd week of February 








1 2nd week of August 

... ’ 







¥ Qtn / 2nd week of February 

2nd week of August 















, Q, , 1 2ud week of February 
^ ) 2nd week of August 

... 







... 







iQio J 2*id week of February 
I2nd week of August 
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TABLE 


Statistics of Criminal 


xsssss^ 

HEADS OE CRIME. 

1902 

1903. 

1904. 

1905. 


True. 

Detected, 

True. 

Detected. 

True. 

Detected, 

True. 

Detected. 



DHUBSI STJBDiyiSION. 










CEiMmAi JirsxiCB. 










Number of cases. 









(i) 

Rioting or unlawful assembly. Sections 

11 








143-153, 157, 168, and 159 

Other offences against the State, public 

3 

6 

4 

6 

1 

6 

S 



(ii) 


tranquillity, Ac. 

Murder, attempt at murder and cul- 

1 

1 

6 



(iii) 




pable homicidA Sections S02'804, 307, 
308 and 896 

Grievous hurt and hurt by dangerous 

1 

•• 

8 

... 

•• 

... 




(iv) 

weapon. Sections 824'3‘26, 829, 881, 
338 aod 335 

18 

3 

12 

5 

4 

4 




(V) 

Serious criminal force. Sections 358, 854 









8oB and 357 •• •* .«• 

7 

2 

6 

1 

9 

2 



(Vi) 

Other serious offences aarainst the person 

6 

1 

12 

6 

14 

4 



<vii) 

(vui) 

Dacoity. Sections 893 897 and BO'S 

Serious mischief, including mischief by 
killing poisoning or maiming any ani- 
mal. S»Otior.s 270. 281, 282, 428 , 4V.9, 




... 

... 





(ii) 

48l»-43S and 483-40 

House-b eoking and serious honse-tres- 

9 

4 

9 

1 

6 

2 



pass. Sections 449-462, 454 465 and 
457-460 

Wrongful restraint and confinement. 

76 

4 

118 

3 

19 

93 

8 




(x) 

fiections 341-344 

4 


1 

2 




(xi) 

Other serious offences againstthe person 










an i pronerty or against property 

1 

1 

144 


1 

*• 



(xiu) 

Theft. Sections 379-382 

Receiving stolen property. Sections 411 

81 

80 

40 

H6 

47 



16 

and 414 

13 

11 


14 

8 



(xiv) 

Lurking and Oriminal house-trespass. 


33 




Sections 458. 456. 447 and 418 

28 

10 

12 

33 

18 



(XV) 

Other minor offences against property 

6 

6 

3 

3 




Total 

262 

70 

374 

lus 

802 

91 




GOALPARA SUBDIVISION. 










CBisaNAii Justice. 










Number of cases. 









(i) 

Rioting or unlawful assembly. Section'? 









143-163,157, 158 and 159 

Other offences against the State, public 

3 

1 

2 

... 

3 

2 



(ii) 

tranquillity, Ac. ... 

Murder, attempt at murder and cul- 

5 

3 

2 

•• 

2 

•• 



(iii) 

pable homicide. Sections 302-804, 307, 
308 and 396 

Grievous hurt and hurt by dangerous 

1 

... 

- 


2 

1 



(iv) 

weapon. Sections 324-826, 829, 331, 333 
and 335 

4 

4 

2 

2 

5 





(v) 

Serious criminal force. Sections 853, 354, 







.86«and357 .. ... 



3 


4 




(vi) 

Other serious offences against the person 

*7 

1 

2 

i 

5 

8 



(vii) 

Dacoiiy, Sections 395 397 and 898 








(viii) 

serious mischief,, including mischief by 
killing, poisoning or maiming any 
animal. Sections 270, 281 282, 428, 429, 

[ 









430-433 and 435-40 

4 

1 

6 

1 

4 

... 








XI. 
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and Civil Justice* 
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TABLB 


Siatutics of Criminal 


HEADS OE CHIME. 


GOALPARA SUBDmS10N-(co»cZd) 

<ix) House-breaking and serious house- tres« 
pass. Sections 449>452j 454, 455, and 
457-460 .. 

<x) Wrongful restraint and confinement. 

Sections^41-344 ... 

<xi) Other serious offences against the person 
and property or against property 
<xii) Theft. Sections 379-S82 
(xiii) Eeceiving stolen property. Sections 411 
tLnd414... 

<jiv) Lurking and criminal house-trespass. 

Sections 453, 456, 447 and 448 
(XT) Other minor offences against property 

Total 

DISTRICT TOTAL. 

CBiMiM-ix Justice. 

Number of cases. 

(i) Rioting or unlawfnl assembly. Sections 

143-163, 167, 158 and 159 

(ii) Other offences against the State, public 
tranquillity, &c, ... 

(iii) Murder, attempt at murder and culpable 
homicide. Sections 302-804, 807, 
and 396 

(it) GrieTOushurt and hurt by dangerous 
weapon. Sections 324-326, 329, 3i 
and 335 

(t) Serious criminal force. Sections 353, 354, 
356 and 357 

(Ti> Other seriou s offences against the 
(Tii) Dacoity. Sections 395. 397 and 89£ 

(Tiii) Serious mischief, inoluding miscl: 


(is) 

W 

(xi) 

(^1 

(»v) 

(XT) 


Sections 270, 281, 282, 428, 429, 4 
and 435-40 
House-breaking and serious Ihouse- tres- 
pass. Sections 449-452, 454, 455 and 457- 
460 

Wrongful'' restraint and confinement 
Sections S4I-344 .. ... 

Other serious offences against the persoi 
and propertyfor against property 
Theft. Sections 379 and 382 . . 

RecoTing stolen property. Sections 41 
and 414 

Lurking and criminal house-trespasi 
Sections 458,456, 447 and 448 
Ooher minor offences against property , 


Total 


OrVlL JUSTIOB. 

Suits for money and moTeables 
Title and other suits 
Rent suits 


Total 


1902. 

1903. 

1904. 

li 

)05. 

Crue. |Deteoted. 0 

Vue. I 

)eteoted. H 

Orue. I 

)etected. 1 

Vue. I 

)6teoted 

29 

3 

81 

2 

17 

2 



1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

... 



70 

’** 25 

68 

’* 16 

35 

8 



7 

6 

3 

3 

10 

8 



17 

1 

7 

21 

1 

7 

14 

8 



149 

52 

183 

34 

102 

32 



14 

4 

8 

4 

4 

2 



6 

4 


6 

8 

3 



2 

... 

S 


2 

1 



22 

7 

14 

7 

9 

4 



*7 

2 

9 

2 

13 

2 



13 

2 

14 

6 

19 

7 



13 

6 

15 

2 

10 

2 



105 

7 

149 

21 

110 

10 



5 

1 

5 

2 

3 

- 



1 

1 



1 

»•» 



151 

65 

202 

56 

161 

55 



20 

17 

19 

19 

24 

16 



[ 45 

17 

54 

1 19 

47 

21 



. 7 


7 

3 

3 

; 


_ 

. 411 

122 

507 

147 

404 

r 123 




896 


1,201 





67 


81 





197 


169 




1,160 

1,451 
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XI. 

and Civil (Concluded.) 


1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

True. Detected. 

True. jDetected. 

True. Detected. 

True. Detected. 

True. Detected. 

True. Detected. True. Detected. 
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Table 


Finance . — 


Prinoipal heads. 

1890-91. 

1900-01. 

1901-02. 

1902-03, 

1903 04. 


Bs. 

Bb. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Land reyenue, ordinary 

94,803 

1,12,301 

1,07,347 

1,09,784 

1,10,010 

Land revenue, mwcellaneons 

3,888 

11,69) 

1,785 

1,375 

12,450 

Piovincial rates 

60,616 

68,851 

67,210 

70 399 

70,406 

Judidal stamps ... 

26,111 

84 248 

82 668 

82,348 

87,167 

Non jadicial stamps 

13 045 

12,147 

12,128 

25,029 

34,993 

Opinm 

26,938 

18,621 

12,908 

13,630 

13,742 

Country spirit 

17.2S2 

29,454 

32,800 

34,830 

40,921 

Ganja . . 

29,374 

29,642 

83,141 

86,728 

35 694 

Other heads of exoise ... 

S,326 

2,211 

2,266 

2,440 

2,620 

Assessed taxes 

22,958 

29,984 

31,036 

32,103 

26,666 

No. of assessees per mille 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

Forests ... 

73,fl04 

90,407 

96,279 

1,02 484 

72,688 

Kegisttation^. 

1,077 

1,309 

1,961 

3,616 

4,273 

Total ... 

3,70,667 



4,63,761 

4,38,380 


Table 

Miscellaneous 



No miscollaneous land revenue Is realized in Goalpara subdivision. 
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XII. 

Receipts, 


1904-05. 

1905-06. 

1906-07 

1907-08. 

1908-09 

1909-10. 

1910-n 

3911-12. 

Es 

Bfl. 

Bs 

i 

i 

Bp. 

'Bs 

Hs. 

Bs 

Bs. 



i 







XIII. 

La7id Revenue, 
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TABLE 


Land 


EARTIOULAES. 

1900-01. 

1901-02. 

1902-03. 

1903*04. 

Dhubri Subdivision — 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Temporarily settled tracts. 

Total land settled for oultivatioix of ordi- 
nary crops 

68,029 

68,720 

72,674 

46,766 

Held on ordinary tenures 

68,029 

68,720 

72,674 

46,766 

Total land settled for cultivation of special 
staples 

662 

867 

873 

878 

Area settled on 30 years lease 

860 

676 

676 

676 

Area settled under ordinary rules or re- 
settled on expiry of 30 years lease ... 

192 

192 

198 

198 

Total land settled under other tenures 

1,020 

1,020 

1,012 

26,701 

Total temporarily settled area of subdivi- 
sion 

69,601 

70,607 

74,469 

73,830 

Goalpara Subdivision— 

Temyorarily settled tracts 

Total land settled under other tenures 

681 

681 

681 

681 

Total temporarily settled area of subdivi- 
siou 

681 

681 

681 

681 

Toiad District— 

Total area under permanent settlement’'' ... 

1,618,982 

1,618,982 

1,618,982 

1,618,982 

Temporarily settled tracts. 

Total land settled for cultivation of ordi- 
nary crops 

63,029 

68 720 

72 674 

46^766 

Held on ordinary tenures 

68,029 

68,720 

72,674 

46 766 

Total land settled for cultivation of special 
staples ... 

662 

867 

873 

873 

Area settled on 30 years lease 

860 

676 

" 676 

676 

Area settled under ordinary rules or re- 
settled on expiry of 30 years lease 

192 

192 

198 

198 

Total land settled under other tenures 

1,701 

1,701 

1,693 

27,382 

Total settled area of the d^htrict 

1,689,264 

1,690,270 

1,694.122 

1,692,998 

Total unsettled area of the district 

930,761 

919,413 

916,661 

1 844,614 

i 


* Subdivisional details of the area of the permanently settled estates not available. 


Note. — ^The total settled area shewn in this table does not agree with the figures in the report on 
Land Revenue administration as this table does not include the area of revenue free 
estates. 
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XIV, 

Tenures, 


1901-06. 

I905‘06. 

1906-07. 

1907-08. 

1908-09. 

190940. 

1910-11. 

1911-12. 

Acres. 

Acres, 

Acres. 

Acres. 

j 

Acres. 

1 " 

Acres. 

Aortas. 

Acres. 

1 














Table XIV A. 

Rate of annual rent per bigha of Zamindari land. 
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(a) Same rate for jute land. 

(h) Ohar laud Annas 8 (f) Awal 

(c) Bate for cultivated land in the plains. Doem 

(d) Do. Do. Mils. Soem 

(ej Bate for cultivated land. Chaharam 
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TABLE 


PBINCIPAL HEADS. 


1900-01. 

1901- 02. 

1902-03. 

1903-04. 

Dhubri StrBBiYisroN— 






iN-am'ber of opium pliopa 

.. 

14 

16 

13 

13 

Amount paid for licenses 

Es. 

1,539 
md, srs. oh. 

1,862 
md. srfl. ch 

1,932 
md. srp. ch. 

2,157 
md. srs. oh. 

Opium issued 

.. 

6 6 0 

5 12 12 

5 84 0 

6 81 0 

Duty on opium sold 

Es. 

7,011 

6,064 

6,669 

6,584 

N umber of gan j a shops 


22 

23 

24 

23 

Amount paid for lioenseB 

Es. 

9,186 

11,762 

12,360 

13,836 


md. srs. oh 

md. srs. oh. 

md. srs. ch 

md. srs. ch 

Amount of ganja issued ... 

Bs. 

26 9 12i 

29 1 6 

31 30 15 

28 28 6 

Duty on gauja sold 

9,062 

10,539 

11,816 

10,280 

Humber of country spirit shops 

Es. 

19 

22 

19 

22 

Amount paid for licenses 

23,698 

26,220 

27,600 

32,803 

Hnmber of distilleries 


..« 

Amount of liquor issued 

... 


... 

. . . 


Still -head duty 

Bs 

... 

»M 


... 

Humber ®£ retail shops 


... 

... 


... 

Amount paid for licenses 

Es. 

... 

... 

... 


Other heads of excise revenue 


1,603 

1,666 

1,834, 

1,916 

•GoAiiBARA Subdivision — 



Humber of opium shops 


12 

12 

12 

11 

Amount paid for licenses 

Es. 

1,209 

md. srp. oh. 

1,292 
md. srs. ch. 

1,296 

md. srs. ch. 

1,211 
md. Brs. ch. 

Opium issued 

Es. 

3 12 0 

3 13 0 

3 11 0 

8 13 0 

Duty on opium sold 

3,762 

3,790 

3,783 

3,790 

Humber of ganja shops 

Es. 

12 

12 

12 

12 

Amount paid for lioeuses 

6,826 
md. srs. oh 

6,190 
md. srs. ch 

6,602 
md. srs. ch. 

6,912 
md. srs. ch. 

Amount of ganja issued 

... 

19 19 

13 89 1 

16 0 12 

14 31 0 

Duty on ganja sold .. 

Es. 

6,678 

4,660 

6 060 

4,666 

Humber of country spirit shops 


6 

5 

6 

6 

Amount paid for lioeuses 

Es. 

6,766 

6,680 

7,330 

8,118 

Humber of distilleries ..i 


... 


Amount of liqu or issued . . . 



... 



Still -head duty 

Es 

t** 

. * » 

««• 

t «f 

Humber of retail shops 

... 

• (f 

... 

«R« 

• •• 

Amount paid for licenses 

Bs. 


... 

*#• 


Other heads of excise revenue ... 

»s 

608 

600 

606 

604 

Totai. District — 





Number of opium shops 

... 

26 

27 

26 

24 

Amount paid for licenses 

Rs. 

2,748 

md. srs. oh. 

3,144 
md, srs oh. 

8,228 

md. srs. ch. 

3,368 
md. srs. oh 

Opium issued 


9 18 0 

8 25 12 

9 6 0 

9 4 0 (<i) 

Duty ou opium sold 

Rs. 

10,773 

9,864 

10,402 

10,374 

Number of ganja shops 

... 

34 ! 

86 

86 

35 

Amouut paid for licenses 

Be. 

•16,012 
md srs. ch. 

17,962 
md.srs. oh. 

18,862 
md.prs ch. 

20,748 
md srs. ch. 

Amount of ganja iasned 


45 28 14 

43 0 6 

47 31 11 

43 19 5 

Duty on ganja sold ... 

Ps. 

14,630 

16,189 

16,866 

14,946 

Number of oountrr spirit shops 

... 

21 

27 

26 

28 

Amount paid for licenses 


29,454 

32,800 

34,830 

40,921 

Number of distilleries 


.•t. 

Amount of liquor issued 



»*. 

• M 


Still -head duty 

Bs. 

««« 

.*• 

... 

... 

Number of retail shops 

... 



... 

... 

Amount paid for licenses 

Es 


... 

... 


Other heads of excise revenue 


*2,211 

2,265 

2,440 

2,620 


(a) Inoludes 10 fioers sent to the Garo Hills. 
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XV. 

Statistics. 
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Table XVL 

Income and expenditure of Local Boards. 


Dhubri. 


SOXTRCES OE INCOME. 

Income. 

■pTBlATltt AW ■RTVDTnVnTfPTTPW 

Expenditure. 

1890-91 

1900-01. 



1890-91. 

1900-01. 

Provincial rates 

Ba. 

86,749 

Rs. 

41,831 

Post office 


Bs. 

8,837 

Rs. 

6,043 

Police 

3,981 

4,501 

Administration 


203 

203 

Tolls on ferries 

8,630 

10,953 

Education 


8,667 

11,702 

Contributions 

9,194. 

11,880 

Medical ..i 

vt« 

2,669 

4,747 

Debt 

... 

9,145 

Civil works 


34,779 

49,900 

Miscellaneous ... [ 

858 

903 

Debt ... 


... 

9,126 




Miscellaneous ... 

... 

2,677 

2,738 

Total 

68,812 

79,203 

Total 

... 

62,722 

83,469 


Goalpara. 


SotTRCBs OE Income. 

Income. 

Heads oe Expbnbiturb. 

Expenditure. 

1890-91. 

1900-01. 



Provincial rates 

Bs. 

23,805 

Bs. 

26,974 

Post office 

Bs. 

1,217 

Bs. 

2,363 

Police 

2,068 

1,106 

Administration 

108 

108 

Tolls on ferries 

1,334 

2,133 

Education 

6,693 

8,327 

Contributions ... 

7,866 

14,040 

Medical 

2,611 

2,262 

Debt 

... 

2,313 

Civil Works ... 

19,811 

3^,185 

Miscellaneous ... 

98 

224 


... 

2,420 




Miscellaneous ... 

1,680 

1,667 

Total 

34,670 

46,790 

Total 

30,620 

61,212 
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Table XVII. 

Municipal. 


Dhuhri MunicijpaLity. 


SouBCEs OF Income. 

Income. 

Heads op Bxpbnditue:^. 

Expen niTORjc. 

1890-91. 

1900 01. 

1890-91 

1900-01. 


Bs. 

Bs. 


Rs. 

Es. 

Opening balance 

2,254 

7,791 

^.dministiation 

325 

420 

Tax on bouses and lands ... 

1,606 

2,596 

Conservancy 

1,464 

3,226 

Pounds 

670 

608 

Public works 

1,704 

J,383 

Fees from marketa 

1,761 

2^917 

Public instruction 

222 

812 

Grants from Government 


1 

Drainage 

451 

310 

and Local Funds 

750 

1,600 







Other heads 

1,963 

S,64r 

Conservancy 

913 

2,440 







Closing balance 

2,310 

; 9,237 

Other sourcaa .• 

686 

782 




Total 

8,439 

18,534 

Total 

8,439 

18,634 


(roaljpara Municipality, 



Bs. 

Rs. 



Bs. 

Bs. 

Opening balance 

1,678 

810 

Administration 


266^ 

733 

Tax on houses and lands ... 

2,237 

742 

Conservancy ... 


493 

1,628 

Pounds 

602 

601 

Public works ... 


1,298 

2,199 

Grants from Government 



Public instruction 

»«• 

825 

298 

and Local Funds ... 

600 

1,00J 

Drainage 


182 

103 

Tax on persons 


2,574 






> Other heads ... 


1,773 

, 861 

Other sources ... 

1,071 

1,712 





Closing balance 


1,763 

1,617 

Total 

6,088 

7,439 

i Total 

i 


6,088 

7,439 
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Table XVIII. 

Strength of Poliu Force. 


PABTI0ULAR8. 

1881. 

1891. 

1901. 

CIVIL POLICE. 





Supervising Staff. 





District and Assistant Superintendents 

••t 

1 

1 

1 

Inspectors -•# ... .«• 

••• 

2 

2 

2 

Subobdinate Staff. 





Sub-Inspectors ... 


6 

7 

12 

Head Constables .... 

... 

80 

84 

27 

Constables 

... 

m 

217 

225 

Eural Police 

t** 

621 

717 

883 

Union and Municipal Police ... 

... 

6 





Total Expenditure 

Bs. 

77.516 

88,863 

3,11,444 


Actual strength for 1881 and sanctioned strength for other years. As the full 
sanctioned mirnbar of Sub-Inspectors was not entertained during the year 1001, only 
the actual number of Sub-lnspeotors and Head Constables is shown for that year. 


Table XIX. 

Police Stations and Outposts. 


Sanctioned STBBNaTH. 


Name of Police Station or Outp&t, 

Sub- 

Inspectors. 

Head 

Constables. 

Constables. 

Totae. 

M 


'"Agamani ... 


P.8. 

... 

2 

1 

8 

11 

tm 

% 

o 

Bilasipara 


P,S. 

... 

2 

<•%* 

8 

10 

g g 


Dhubri 

... 

P.8, 


2 

1 

9 

12 


s 

Manikarchar ... 


O.S. 


1 


6 

7 


S 

^South Salmara.^. 

- 

P.S. 

... 

2 

... 

8 

10 


55 

Pudhnal 

••• 

P.8. 


2 


8 

10 

<1 o) 

GU 

M 

Goalpara 

... 

P.S. 

... 

2 

'”i 

9 

12 

S P 
3® 

^ 1 

LakhipuT ... 


P.8. 

••• 

1 


6 

7 

o 

O 

P i 

North Salmara... 

... 

P.S. 

** 

2 

.«* 

8 • 

10 
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Table XX. 

JAIL STATISTICS. 
Dhuhri Subsidiary JaiL 




j 

1881. 

1891. 

1901. 


fMfcle ... 

27-29 

20’23 

28*03 

Average daily population ... 






L Female ... 

0*42 

0‘06 

0-07 

Bate of jail mortality per 1,000 

... 

72 

nil* 

nil. 

Expenditure on jail maintenance 

nr. BSa 

2,422 

2,096 

2,191 

Coat per prisoner* (excluding civil prisoner) Bs, 

37 

40 

40 

Profits on jail manufacture ... 

... Bs> 

859 

190 

477 

Earnings per prisonerf 

... Hs« 

3S 

13 

22 


Goalpara Subsidiary Jail, 




! 

1881. i 

1891. 

1901. 

Average daily population ... 

I'Male ... 

10-62 

11*68 

13-65 


L Female ... 

0^11 

012 

0*18 

Rate of jail mortality per 1,000 

... 

94 

i 

85 

nil. 

Expenditure on jail maintenance 

Bs 

1,374 

1 1,886 

888 

Cost per prisoner* (excluding civil prisoner) ,. Ks. 

28 

: 30 

26 

Profits on jail manufacture ... 

Bs. 

112 

649 

399 

Earnings per prisonert ••• 

•*. Bs. 

16 

60 

36 


* On rations and clothing only, 
t Calculated on the average number senteuced to labour. 
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Table 

Edu 



1900-01. 

1901-02. 

1902-03. 

1903-04. 

Secondary Schools. 





Sigh Schools^ 

3 

3 

3 

8 

Number 

„ of boys reading in High School 


107 

86 

101 

Glasses 

86 

„ of boys reading in Middle School 


121 


136 

Classes 

126 

121 

„ of boys reading in Primary Glasses 

236 

220 

288 

269 

Middle 'EnglWh Schools — 


6 

6 


Number 

7 

6 

„ of boys reading in Middle School 


23 

18 

21 

Glasses 

39 

„ of boys reading in Primary 


401 

406 

373 

Glasses ... ... 

469 

Middle Vernacular Schools — 




9 

Number 

8 

10 

10 

„ of boys reading in Middle School 


89 

24 

48 

Glasses 

26 

„ of boys reading in Primary 


406 

322 

326 

Classes 

876 

Primary Schools. 





Upper Primary Schools — 




16 

Number , 

16 

16 

16 

„ of boys reading in Upper Primary 1 


88 

73 

86 

Classes 

61 

„ of boys reading in Lower Primary 
Glasses ... 

461 

436 

407 

422 

Lower Primary Ndiools— 





Number ... 

206 

196 

191 

192 

„ of boys reading in three Upper 

Classes 

„ of boys reading in Lower Classes .. 

) W 

y 4,924 

(n) 

4,697 

1,781 

2,607 

1,707 

3,162 

Female Education. 





Number of Girls’ Schools 

10 

10 

9 

8 

„ of Girls reading (whether in Girls* 





or Boys' Schools) in : — 





High Schools 

Middle English Schools . 

... 

... 

If* 


'Middle Vernacular Schools 

*’* 45 

89 

48 

30 

Upper Primary Schools 

36 

29 

21 

6 

Lower Primary Schools 

356 

i 815 

291 

810 


(a) Separate fissure 
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TABLE XXII. 

Educational Finance, 


PAETlOTTliAES. 

No of institutions. 

Expekditubb on institutions main- 
tained OE AIDED BY PUBLIC BUNDS 

IN 19u0-01 PROM. 

Expbndi- 
tuke Per 
head of 

SCHOLAR, 

Provincial 

Bevenues. 

District 

and 

Municipal 

Funds. 

a 

Other 

sources. 

Total. 



Es. 

Es. 

Es. 

Rs. 

Es. 

Rs, As, F, 

Tramingr and Special 








Soliools Ml 

5 

121 

64S 

Ill 


769 

54 14 10 

Seooadary Boya’ Selxools ; — 








Upper (High) m. 

8 

1,248 


4,767 

6,036 

11,045 

27 1 1 

Lower (Middle) 

16 

1,096 

1 

8.68^? 

1,178 

4,662 

10,618 

12 6 3 

Primary Boys^ Schools J — 





i 



Upper iM 

1 

16 


3,543 

4.48 

774 

2,766 

6 2 9 

j 

Lower .0 

206 

**• 

11,466 

605 

2,119 

14,380 

2 14 X 

Girls* Schools 

iO 


903 


666 

1,568 

1 

7 6 4 

Total 


2,460 

18,237 

6,993 

13,266 

40,946 

6 15 5 








BhUBBI SUBBIVISlOlSr. G^OALPABi. SUBDIVISION. ToTAD DISTRICT. 
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Table 

D i s p en 


, Name 

OP • 

DlSPElSrSAEY. 

1900. 

1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

1904. 

1905. 

Total cost. 

Gases treated. 

Total cost. 

Oases treated. 

Total cost. 

Cases treated. 
1 

Total cost. 

1 

1 

-1 

s 

1 

1 

s 

S 

S 

o 

Total cost. 

Cases treated. 



JRs. 


Bs. 


Bs. 


Bs. 


Bs. 


Bs. 


Bhubri 

... 

6,'792 

11,213 

6,662 

8,917 

5,581 

8,892 

5,286 

10,015 

6,241 

.9,881 



G^auripur 


1,889 

4,893 

1,331 

6,610 

1,267 

6,728 

... 

8,146 


9,799 



Rupsi 


875 

4,170 

842 

4,810 

794 

4,210 

967 

6,320 

898 

6,150 



Bagriban 


1,040 

8,843 

1,277 

4,038 

. .-856 

- 5,113 

834 

4,515 

937 

4,820 



Manikarchar 


1,329 

5,263 

1,480 

6,222 

1,128 

7,250 

1,419 

8,736 

1,838 

9,657 



Bilasipara 


1.150 

4,590 

1,377 

5.177 

1,168 

6,176 

1,166 

6,675 

1,444 

7,914 



Soutb Salmara 


1,469 

4,437 

1,560 

5,621 

787 

8,864 

938 

4,800 

1,068 

6,867 



Agamani 


884 

2,776 

1,025 

8,658 

764 

4,455 

lj009 

4,508 

1,152 

3,764 



Goalpara ... 


8,191 

6,689 

3s904 

6,832 

2,044 

6,045 

%m 

i, 7,286 

1,766 

7,817 



LalEbipur 


1,062 

1,803 

1,133 

2,632 

893 

2,705 

1,14C 

> 3,602 

i 1,280 

4,608 



Kiishnai 


995 

3,801 

1,395 

3,73fl 

1,057 

4,645 

1,688 

t 7,800 

1,082 

8,624 



Mamai 


1,071 

1,434 

b 2,04£ 

) 3,678 

1 774 

8,778 

1 805 

3,914 

, 875 

4,069 



Abhayapuri . . 


•• 

1,96S 

( ... 

2,444 


2,742 

1 ... 

3,218 

; ... 

^8,732 



Cbapar 






1,251 

8,686 

( . 964 

t 3,736 

; 1,139 

6,161 




- 
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sart es , 


















INDEX, 


Abhayapuri — Proposed Railway Station 



Page. 

98 

„ Residence of the Bijni family 



”5 

„ High school at 



136 

Agamani — Inspection bungalow at 



ICO 

Agia — Inspection bungalow at 



100 

Ahoms — Seizure of Goalpara by 


««• 

24 

„ Relations between British and 

« • • 


24 

Ai or Gabharu — River ... 

• «« 


4 

Amguri — Middle school at 



’37 

Animism 



56 

Archaeology 


ff** 

30 

Atugaon — Middle school at 



137 

Bagribaii — Trade centre 

• •• 


102 

„ Residence of Parbatjoar Zamindars (8 ans) 

«« • 

119 

„ Middle school at 



137 

Baida — ^Inspection bungalow at 

• « » 

%WW' 

100 

Bakdul — Marsh ... 



6 

Balajan — Railway station 



98 

„ Inspection bungalow at 



99 

Bali Narayan or Baldeo — Koch king 

• tw 


23 

Bao Kumari — Peak 


• • • 

2 

Basbari — Proposed railway station ... 



98 

Basugaon — Do. 

««« 


98 

Bell metal working 

*«# 

**• 

87 

Bengtol — Reserved forest 



79 

Betelnut 


• •• 

74 

Bhagadatta — King 

« « • 

• *# 

18 

Bhairabi hill 



2 

Bhandura-— River .a 



3 

Bhoor — River 


v«« 

4 

Bhumeswar — Reserved forest 



78 



ii 


INDEX. 


Bijni — Proposed railway station 


... 

Page. 

... 98 

„ Inspection bungalow at 

... 

... 

... 99 

„ Account of the Zamindar’s family and estate 

... 1 13-115 

„ Middle school at 

••• 


137 

Bijni Duar ... 

... 

... 

... 120-123 

Bilasipara — Steamer station 


... 

98 

j, Inspection bungalow at 

• •• 

••• 

99 

„ Trade centre 

... 

... 

103 

iy Family home of Chapar Zamindars 

I16 

„ Middle school at 

... 


137 

Brahmans 


^9 9 

39 

Brahmaputra — River 


99 9 

... 2 

Brass-working 



... 87 

Buri Ai — River ... 



4 

Caste and tribe 



... 39-52 

Chakradwaj — Khyen king 



19 

-Champamati — River 



4 

^Chandra Narayan — Koch king 


9 99 

23 

Chapar — Inspection bungalow at 

••• 

99 9 

99 

Account of Zamindari 



115 

Chaukidar ... ... 

••• 

• 9 9 

134 

Chaulkhoa — River 


• 9 9 

3 

Chhatrasal — Fair 


• 99 

103 

„ Middle school at 

• « • 

»« a 

137 

Chirang — Reserved forest 


» ■ • 

79 

ChirangDuar 



... 120-123 

Christians 



... 57-59 

Climate 


• •• 

6 

Communications 


• •• 

... 97-100 

Conventional restrictions 


99 9 

97 

Country spirit 

«•* 

99 9 

... 126-129 

Criminal and civil justice 


999 

.., 132 

Cyclones 


9 99 

7 

Dalani — River 



... 3 

Dalgoma — Steamer station 

... 


93 



INDEX. 


iii 


Dalgoma — ^Fair 


ft« ft 

Page. 

103 

„ Middle school at 

»«* 

vr« 

137 

Dalni HI — Marsh 


ftftf 

6 

Darangiri“-Centre of lac industry ... 



?9 

Datma — Inspection bungalow at 


• f * 

99 

Dharidhari — Centre of lac industry 

« 

ft ft ft 

89 

Dhiple HI — ^Marsh 


m ftft 

6 

Dhir HI — Marsh ... ... 

i • 

»» ft 

6 

Dhubri town 


ft ft ft 

103-105 

Dhupdhara — Centre of lac industry ... 


ft ft ft 

89 

„ Inspection bungalow at 



100 

Digaldubi — Marsh 



6 

Dingdinga— Inspection bungalow at ... 



99 

Dress 

4 • • 

• ft* 

94 

Dubapara — Village noted for pottery 

ft • • 

• ftft 

86 

Dudhkumar — River ... 


«ft«r 

5 

Dudhnar — River 



5 

Dwellings ... 

• ft ft 

• ft ft' 

95 

Earthquakes ... ‘ 

ft « ft 


8-13 

Eastern Duars— History • ... 

• ftt 

ft ft ft 

25-27 

„ Noted for siik 

• # ft 


85 

„ Revenue system 

* • ft 


120-123 

Economic condition of people 



96 

Education ' ... 


.•ft 

135-138 

Excise 


ft » # 

124-130 

Fairs 

.ft. 


102 

Fakirganj — Village noted for pottery 

♦ ft* 

• ftft 

86 

„ ' Inspection bungalow at... 

ft.. 

ft-ftf 

100 

Fakirgram — ^Proposed railway station 


ft ft ft 

98 

Fauna ... ... 

• ft* 

• ft* 

i 3->5 

Fibres 

• ft« 

• ft • 

67 

Fishing industry 


... 

90-91 

Food k.. ... 



93 

Forests 

»«• 


77-83 

Gadadhar — River • 

ftftft 

... 

5 




iv 


INDEX. 


Gangadhar — River 




Page. 

5 

Gangia — River 

... 

... 


4 

Ganja 

• • 

... 


IgCJ 

Garos — Early relations with 


... 

• # • 

27 - 29 - 

Tribe 

... 

... 


40 

Garubhasa — Inspection bungalow at 

... 

» * > 

99 

Gaurang — River 

... 



4 

Gauripur — Railway stafon 


• # • 


98 

,, Fair 

... 



103 

„ Town 




io5 

„ Account of the Zamindar's family and estate 

» » 1 

I I 6-1 18 

Geology 

... 

... 

» • » 

6 

Goalpara town 

... 

• i • 

... 

105 

Gohain Kamala — Brother of king Nar Narayan 

• • » 

• 99 

21 

GolakganJ — Railway station 

... 


• 99 

98 

Government 


• • • 

• •• 

iSZ 

Guma Duar 

0wm 

• » • 


120-123 

Guma— Reserved forest 

#• # 


990 

78 

Hail — ^River 

• • • 


999 

4 

Hasila— Marsh 



9 99 

6 

Hinduism ••• 


9 • 

fttf 

52-56 

Husain Shah — ^Invasion by 

V fe Ifr 

... 

9 99 

19 

Income tax 


... 

999 

130 

Infirmities 

•»»» 

... 

99 9 

37 

Jails »«» 

• * f 


t •• 

134 

Jaligaur — Marsh 

0% • 

«... 

99% 

6 

Jinari — River 

« » V 

... 


5 

Jinjil-am — ^River 



»t * 

5 

J ogighopa — ^Caves at ■ ... 

v » • 



30 

„ Remains of European colony at 


999 

24 

Jugis 


... 

999 

41 

Kachans 



• •9 

41-44 

Kachugaon — ^Reserved forest 




79 

„ Inspection bungalow at 

... 


99 

•Kadamtala — Marsh 

... 

... 

99 9 

6 




INDEX. 


y 


Kalita 

•> * » « 


Page. 
44 & 45 

Kalpani — River 



5 

Kamrupa — Kingdom of..* 

« V • IT « • 

... 

17 

Kanamuk ra — River 

• •• • » 

- 

4 

Karaibari Zamindars 


• »* 

Ii8 

Karnai — River 

mmm • 

... 

5 

Kharuyabadha — Inspection bungalow at 


lOO 

Khormauza — Centre of lac industry 

« • • - • 

... 

89 

Khyen kings 

« « • « • « 

... 

18 

Kishia — Marsh 


... 

6 

Koch kings 

• • • 


20-24 

Koch — Tribe 


... 

46 

Koija — River 



3 

Kokrajhar — Proposed railway station 

... 

. 98 

„ Inspection bungalow at 

*«• »*• 

... 

99 

Krishnai — River 



5 

„ Inspection bungalow at 



100 

Kumaria — Marsh 



6 

Lac industry 

• • « • • • 

... 

88 

Lakhipur — Inspection bungalow at 

• » • • • • 

... 

100 

„ Family seat of the Mechpara Zamindars 


119 

Lakshmi Narayan — Koch king 



2i 

Land revenue 

••• 

... 

tog-124. 

Langrabhita— Inspection bungalow at 

•*« 

too 

Language 

99 ^ 4 * • 

... 

38 

Laopani 

• *« • » * 

... 

129 

Live stock 

999 •« * 

• mm 

77 

Local Boards 



106-108 

Lopani — River 


... 

4 

Makra — River 



3 

Makri — Centre of lac industry 


... 

89 

Manas — River 


... 

3 

Manikarchar — ^Trade centre 


... 

102 

„ Middle school at 


**. 

137 

Manipur — Inspection bungalow at 

« ** 


99 


Vi 


INDEX. 


Markets 


• « ft 

*»ft 

Page. 

102 

Marnai — ^Village noted for pottery 


* ft ft 

• ft. 

86 

Marriage 


« ft* 


35 

Mat making.,. 


... 

ftftft 

89 

Meches 


ft • ft 

ft • ft 

46-49 

Mechpara estate 


• ft** 


118 

Medical 

• • • 

ft ft ft* 

« • • 

138-145 

Migration 


... 

ft 

34 

Mir Jumla — Invasion by 


.. 

ft 4 r ft 

2'4 

Muhammadanism 

• •• 

ft • ft 

• ftft 

57 

Mukarrana Khan — Invasion by 

• • m 

ft ft ft 

ft ft ft 

23 

Mustard 


-ft. 

ft ft » 

66 

Namasudras 


....ft 

* , 

49 

Narak — King 

• r» 

ft#* 

ft ft ft 

18 

Narikola hill 


• ft*. 

» ft • 

2 

Nar Narayan— Koch king 

• • • 

ft ft ft 


21 

Niladwaj — Khyen king ... 


• ft*** 

ft • « 

19 

Nilambar Do. 


ft ft ft 

**• 

19 

Nisangram — Christian village 


ft 4 ft 

ft ft ft 

58 

North Salmara — ^Noted for silk 


ft ft* 

ft ft V 

85 

„ Inspection bungalow at 


#>#<#• 

*«* 

99 

Occupation 


ft *ft 


59-6 1 

Opium ”... 


ft ft^ft 


125 

Padmapara — Marsh 


ft«« 

ftftft 

6 

Paglarhat — Inspection bungalow at 


ftft'ft 

«•« 

99 

Parbatjoar estate 


*•* 

• ft-ft 

xr9 

Parikshit — Koch king , . 


ft ft « 

ft ft'* 

22 

Patakata — Inspection bungalow at 

mnm 


ft «*ft 

100 

Patamari — ^Village noted for jute trade 

»*•« 

ft ft ft 

102 

„ Middle school at 


*«• 

ft ft » 

137 

Permanently settled estate 


ft ft ft 


109-120 

Phulnai — River 


•*•*•• 


5 

Plantain 

A # 

ft* ft 

ft «ft 

73 

Police _ 

... 

ftftft 

« * ft* 

*34 

Pomajan — River 


ftft-ft 


3 


INDEX. 


vii 


Popragaon — Inspection bungalow at 

• » • 


Page, 

99 

Postal 

• •• 

• » * 


too 

Pottery 

... 



8 = 

Pran Narayan — Koch king 

... 


... 

24. 

Prices 

... 

«« • 


94. 

Public works 



.« * 

131 

Pulse 

• •• 


• * » 

67 

Putimari — Middle school at 

... 



137 

Rabhas 




49-51 

Raha — Inspection bungalow at 

... 


... 

99 

Raghu Rai — Koch king.,^ 




22 

Railways 

... 



98 

Rainfall 

» • « 



8 

Rajbansis 

• «« 



51 & 52 

Ram Raja's garh 

• •• 

• • • 


30 

Ranga — River 


• « V 


4 

Rangamati — Mosque at 

... 

• • • 

... 

30 

Rangjuli — Village noted for silk 

... 



85 

„ Centre of lac industry 

... 

... 


89 

„ Inspection bungalow at 




100 

Raush — Salt farmer 

« « • 



25 

Registration... 

... 


... 

133 

Religion 




52-59 

Rents 

... 


99m 

92 &93 

Rice ... 

... 



63-66 

Ripu Duar 




120-123 

Ripu — Reserved forest ... 

... 

• 9 0 

49 9 

79 

R.oads ... ••• 

... 

m •• 


99 & 100 

Rokakhata— Village noted for pottery 



86 

Rupsi — Village noted for pottery 




86 

„ Family seat of the 5 annas Zamindars of Parbatjoar 


119 

Sankosh — River 

• • 

... 


4 

Santal Colony ... 


• •• 


93 

Saralbhanga — River 

— 

• •9 

... 

4 

„ Inspection bungalow at 

.«• 

... 

999 

99 


viii 


INDEX. 


Sasargaon — Inspection bungalow at ... 

Satyapur — Village noted for pottery ... 

Sex and Marriage 

Sidli — Inspection bungalow at 

Sidli Duar ... 

Sidli Raja ... 

Sikhs 

Silarai or Sukladwaj— Brother and general 
Narayan 

Silk ... ... ... 


of King Nar 


Sisapani — Proposed railway station 
South Salmara — Middle school at 
Stamps 

Steamer communication ... 
Sugarcane .. 

Sukchar — Middle school at 
Surveys 

Tamranga HI — Marsh ... 

Tea 

Telegraph ... 

Temples and Dhams 

Tipkai — Proposed railway station 

Tobacco 

Town lands ... 

Trade 

Tukreswari temple 
Urpad HI — Marsh 
Vegetables ... ... • 

Villages — Character of ... 

„ Lack of sanitation in 
Viswa Singh — ^Koch king 
Wages 
Weaving 




• •• 


Page. 

99 

86 

35 

99 

1 20-1 23 
II9 

59 

21 

84 

98 

137 

131 

97 

70-72 ' 

137 

145 

6 

75 

100 

55 

98 

74 
123 

101103 

30 
6 

75 

31 
*38 

20 

93 

87 






